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| H E a of theſe following ſheets, 
is not without due apprehenſion from 
the judgment of the impartial critic; 
to whom every individual of each claſs of 
writers (and conſequently ſcribblers) ſhould 
ſubmit with Picaſure. 


oo 


If, therefore, any ſuch ſhall find they 
bade thrown away ſome hours in reading 
what theſe following ſheets contain, let 
their bumanity iutreat permiſſion of their 
Judgment to acrep! this truth as an apo- 
logy + That a rotive, much ma "excuſable 
than any vanity had been, 2. 42 the 12 
— undertook it, to 2 the le. ere 


Hours 
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 bours. of out auboſe thoughts hud teen, and 
were, ſo much imbittered by tbe moſt 
amieling troubles, that there l 


for wonder, if they find the proper ſweets 


aud r e e Wan- 
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Nor had. an ee of, 4 nature 
been attempted, but for 'the importunity 
f a fem kind and partial friends; who 
Had entertained, perhops, too favpurable 
an opinion of the abilities of one, whom 
they u iſbed to find both meritorious and 
Juceeſ ful in ſuch an undertaking. 


OY /; probably may be remarked by ſome 
readers, that there are here no characters 


exalted above whet we can expect to ſee in 
buman life. *Tis granted; ratber below 
it certainly. The author is quite ſenſible 


Ip of that deſiciency; and, therefore, begs the 


reader's leave, to-offer ihe. OVA rea- 
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to form patterns for the world, it was 


judges maſi proper to attempt. no more than 
4 become: an hubie copier f nature only; 
V endea- 
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| net: \difactantage : be many (and ſome 


L J 
mdeavonring\tho\,} to bade due regard to 
moral juſtice, thro the" plan's" that if the 
aubole is found too infiznificant to do more 
good, tban innocentiy entertain an hour 
or two; it may, at leaſt, enforce no bad 


example, by re reſenting virtue made too 


wretched, or vice triumthant—A dange- 
vw Fee for Jouthfub nen 


2 et the author had not abate 580 
. of "this performance, to furniſb 
courage for its publication, after having 


_ finiſhed it ſeven years, had not a motive, 


that was judged to be moſt laudable, en- 


couraged it, -- the hope of making it prove 


ſerviceable to ſome unhappy individuals, 


en it is dęſigned to benefit, 


And, in an age where public atts of 
great benevolence are ſo extenſive and ſo 


nobly conſpicuous, it is not probable, that 


one of the ſame nature (tho* of a more 

private tendency) ſhould fail of meeting 

with a juſt reception from t the multitude of 
ne: TREES 
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' tunate, as not to merit the candid reader's. 


them _ — ) foregoins 
pieces of the like turn of writing, which 95 
have been many years paſt exhibited. —Yet.; 3 
novelty may always hope to pleaſe a little; 
tho it is not always alike meritorious, and 
capable of hamm. 


And, if this piece ſhall prove fo for- 
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diſapprobation, the writer of it will, with 
gratitude and pleaſure, acknowledge, that. 
thoſe hours were not miſpent in which it 
bas been written. 
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ELMIRA was the only daughter 
A & of a worihy merchant in the city 
of London. Her education hav- 
ing been intruſted to my care as governeſs, 
for the inſtructing her young mind, I muſt 
be beſt acquainted with the excellencies of 
it. For, from the time her infant inno- 
= cence found power of utterance, I have 
been honoured with the pleaſing charge, 


till within theſe twelvemonths paſt ; when 
Vol. I. Þ her 
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her good father kindly and generouſly re- 
compenced my trouble, as he was pleaſed 


to call it, by making me a preſent of fave 
hundred pounds (additional to what I had 


laid up, out of his yearly bounty) by way 


of fortune, to a 3 of merit and 


eſtate,” who had the uncommon generoſity 
to think me worth deſiring as a wife, in 


caſe (he ſaid) I was not worth a ſhilling. 
Nor could a change leſs happy than my 


preſent one, with this moſt worthy huſband, 
have reconciled me to the recollection of 
having left ſo kind and amiable a lady ! 


f Fin from the letters b been ho- 


noured with from her (according to her 
own obliging promiſe when we parted) that 
I have formed the following ſheets ; and, 

as I judged they might agreeably amuſe a 
leiſure hour, and likewiſe tend to edify 
young readers, I have obtained her leave to 
make them public; but with this reſtricti - 
on, that I ſhould make uſe of only ſuch 
imaginary names as thoſe herein — 


For tho? a an ee kke- hers, in any 


tight, might, with advantage to itſelf, be 
offered to — view ; 3 yet her —_— 
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is ſo great, a modeſty di veſted of all oſten- 
tation, that tho“ ſhe might he certain ſhe 
uould attract the admiration of her readers, 
yet would ſhe not, on any account, admit 
; che Were ben known 


It, pm our gie Ames ſhould 
call a kind of romantic air upon the follow- 
ing particulars, I hope it will be pardoned. 


And common names have been avoided, 


for fear of giving offence to any perſons 
who might be of the ſame. 


Almira's father had a fortune with her 
mother of ten thouſand pounds; and, be- 
ing always proſperous in his merchandizing, 
acquired, during the years he followed bu- 


ſineſs, twenty thouſand more. And then, 


finding his health decline apace, and having 
loſt a wife he loved moſt tenderly, he ſet- 
tled his affairs, and quitted London wholly. 
Soon after which, a comphcation of diſ- 


tempers ſeized him and, notwithſtanding 


the beſt advice that could be had for him, 


nature drooped daily more and more, and 


warned him of his approaching end ; which 
he, as a juſt man and — looked 


upon with cheartul reſignation. - 
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But as often as he thought of his dear 


girl, and the variety of dangers. to which 


her youth and fortune might expoſe her; 
a ſigh. would riſe, from his, moſt, tender, 
aching, heart! which generally finding a 
relief in tears, ended in fervent prayers, 1 * 
bleſſings to attend her days, when he no 
more could aid her with protection. 


Having made his will, wherein he had 
ſettled all [his fortune (excepting a few be- 
nevolent legacies) upon his: daughter, he 
ſent a meſſenger away for his ſiſter, who 
lived a few miles off. This lady was a 
widow who poſſeſſed an eaſy fortune, and 
had one child, a ſon, juſt then of age, whom 
ſhe had brought up to the law ; and he 
(being then out of his clerkſhip) was uſt 
returned to live with her. 


He received her with his uſual brotherly 
tenderneſs ; and, when they were alone, 


with a melancholy air thus addreſſed him- 


{elf to her : 


40 My dear poche. faid he, l beg vou 


will obſerye, with great attention, all I am 
about to ſay to you, as it concerns my 
| peace 


of AL MIRA: 3 


peace of mind in theſe the laſt, the few 
remaining moments of my life. 


Fou are to have the care of my dear 
child Almira, {dear orphan, ſhortly ſhe will 
be!) a care, that will, T hope, be attended 
with pleaſure, becauſe of her ſweetneſs of 
temper, and many excellent qualities! She 
was too young, ever to know the bleſſing 
of a mother, when Heaven deprived her of 
ſo great a one. Let both parents hence- 
forth be found in your indulgent care and 
tenderneſs: you always loved my Mira; 
and, as you have no daughter, I make no 
doubt but you will look upon her as your 
own, and treat her as if ſhe was ſuch. 


«© We have, you know, always (ſetting 
aſide the partiality of a fond father) found 
reaſon, from her infancy to the preſent 
hour, to think that ſhe cannot ſtand in need 


of rigour ; nor has ſhe (that is my comfort) 
ever felt it. e 


© She is allowed, by all who know her, 
to be happy in the graces of perſon ; yer 
are thoſe the ſmalleſt of ker meric. Thoſe 
of her mind ſurpaſs her years ; and hither- 
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to have proved her worthy of being truſted 
with herſelf z dangerous charge, I own, 


to moſt young women of her age! If, 


therefore, ſne ſhould happen, among the 
many ſuitors, whom her form; or fortune 
mult attract, to fix regard on one whom 
you may think inferior to her,” (according 
to the general way of judging) if he be in 
every other reſpe& unobjectible, croſs not, 
I beg of you, her choice; not even by 
advice, or the moſt diſtant hint of your 
diſapprobation ; leſt her obedience to your 
wiſh ſhould render her unhappy. She iz 


incapable of placing her affection upon a 


worthleſs object, and her own fortune is 


large enough for happineſs. 


Upon her day of marriage, or (if un- 
married) when of age, ſhe is to be in full 
poſſeſſion of her fortune. Heaven bleſs her 
with it! and may ſhe know as much fe- 


licity in the poſſeſſion of it, as I receive de- 


light from the reflection of my ne __ 
wirh «rag to 8 it ber. FE 90 
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. Be lunch te poor Cleole Kikewiſe ; you 
* find that I have not forgot her: pray 
un her that, when I am gone, Nor have 

I, my 


„ 
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1, my dear ſiſter, been l of your- 
{elf and ſon, as a pre-acknowledgment of 

atitude, for all the future care and kind- 
neſs which I may be indebted to you . 
on my dear "gig nee 105 

Almira, whe, was chen in | hex own apart- 
ment, (which joined to his) heard all her 
father ſaid; and was ſo much affected with 
his paternal goodneſs to her, and high opi- 
nion of her, (as what good and grateful 
daughter would not?) that the fell into a 
violent flood of - grateful tears, which ſhe 
could not ſuppreſs for ſeveral hours. 


Crudelia ſolemnly aſſured bim, ſhe 
would, in every reſpect, julfill his laſt re- 
queſt; and intreated him to ſet his mind 
intirely at reſt on that account; adding, 
that yet ſhe hoped he would himſelf live 
long enough to have the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing her well ſettled in a married ſtare, But, 
alas | that wiſh proved ſoon as fruitleſs. as 
it might be inſincere; for, in a ſhort time 
after, ſhe was called to execute this truſt. 
The tender father died, and the diſconſolate 
an mah was taken home to ben aunt's houſe. 
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Cruclelia's diſpoſition was quite unlike 
that of her brother; ſhe was avaricious, 
and not unartful. Her huſband was a wor- 
thy man, and had left his fortune wholly at 
her diſpoſal. She had, as · was before ſaid, 
brought up her ſon a lawyer: his morals 
were indeed much more adapted to the 
obliquities of that profeſſion, than his un- 
derſtanding; for having, thro' his child- 
hood, ſhared too largely of maternal folly, 
(for fondneſs, void of judgment, can deſerve 
no milder name) ſtudy appeared too great 
a labour for his tender intellects. 


0 2. 
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His father died when he was but an in- 
fant, or his mind had ſtood a chance of 
being better cultivated ; for his father had 
abilities, and a knowledge, much ſuperior 
to that of his wife; a caſe that does not 
always happen neither; ſince we ſometimes 
ſee the contrary; and that the prerogatives 
aſſumed by the other ſex, do not always 
confer maſculine accompliſhments; though, 
from tyrannic cuſtom, we annex implicitly 
(too often) | inferiority to woman. | 
This young gentleman had a ſort of wild 
good nature; a quality, that, unpruned by 


reaſon, 
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reaſon, proves often a great misfortune to 
the perſon who poſſeſſes it. This, added 
to a low, ill- grounded pride, to be at all 
times the monarch: of his company, miſled 
him into many inconveniences, which 
proved greatly prejudicial to his perſon, 
mind, and circumſtances; the laſt of which, 
indeed, his mother chiefly ſuffered by, to 
her great ſorrow ! as nothing ſtood in com- 
petition with her love of money, but her 


tenderneſs for her ſon. + 


The lovely orphan was no ſooner with 
her aunt, than Crudelia began to look 
with wiſhful eyes upon fo large a fortune; 
and avarice being her prevailing paſſion, 


ſhe ſoon forgot the ſtrict injunctions of a 


dying brother. She knew, in caſe Almira 
ſhould not marry, that ſhe, or her Flavillo, 
(ſhould they out-live her) might ſucceed to 
it: but, that a perſon ſo attractive, ſhould 
be permitted to live ſingle, was hardly to 
be expected: and as ſne was in two years 
more, to be quite miſtreſs of herſelf, ſhe 
apprehended there were ſmall hopes that 
either of them would ever be the better for 
it. But ſoon a thought, that ſprung from 
ſordid ſelfiſnneſs, and was ſupported and 


en- 
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Her don, the young Flavillo, had certainly 


no fault he had, but that of being too ex- 
him of the ſoon determined to propoſe to 


tions of his couſin, making no doubt of 
his ſucceſs, as all ſhe thought would ſee 
with her love - clouded eyes: _ Accordingly, 


adding, that it was her command he ſhould 
n y n ie ON 


But how pern and a was 
| ſhe to obſerve, that he received with much 
reluctance this imagined agreeable propo- 
fal; replying, that he thought they were 
too nearly related to permit their marrying. 
That argument had, with Crudelia, very 
little force; and, therefore, ſhe by threaten · 
ing intimations, extorted from him a pro- 
' mile to proceed n in this pang 
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uns ſitting with his couſin, (the dinner be: 
ing juſt over) and his — — of 


ary: every 


enoguraged by it, gave vigour to her hopes. 


(ne thought) accompliſhments that could 
not he withſtood;; for as ſhe ſaw, or felt, 


travagant, (ich marriage too might cure 


him, to loſe no time in gaining tht affec - 


ſhe foon told him her view, enforcing it by 


viAecordingly: a ſhort tire i as he 
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every opportunity of leaving them toge- 
ther, quitting rhe: room; juſt as Almira 
was about to riſe and ollow her, Flavillo, 
wich an abrupt and auk ward air, feed on 
her hand, and begged her tosſit ſtill, for 
he had ſomething he muſt ſay to her. She 
very obligingly retained her ſeat; and thus 
he addreſſed her: 515 ; 


3 001 Ant! fi QI CI PLES 
“ Couſin, ſaid he, I have a ſecret to in- 
truſt you with, that is to me of great im- 
portance, and it regards you likewiſe. My 
mother, you muſt know, intends you for 
my wife; and you are, doubtleſs, deſerving 
of a better huſband. Were l not otherways 
engaged, there is no one | would ſo ſoon 


have choſen for life, I will aſſure you.“ 


Almira had, by this time, ſcarce patience 
left, and with difficulty compoſed herſelf 
to a calmneſs capable of anſwering at all 
to ſo unexpected a communication of his 
mother's view. | 


This is, indeed, ſaid ſhe, a piece of news 
that has, I own, ſurprized me greatly. 
But pray, good couſin, ſpare yourſelf the 
needleſs pains of any more apologies, re- 

lating 
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lating to your pre- engagement; ſince, had 


you been as free in your affeftions as, thank 


Heaven | I am, ve certaidly muſt have 
continued ſo, as to each other; at leaſt, I 
anſwer fot myſelf. And pray acquaint 
your mother, fr, (I ſhould Have ſaid my 
aunt perhaps, but anger often overpowers 
reſpect) that I am every way too free, 
thanks tothe beſt of fathers, to be at all 
at her diſpoſal. Excuſe the warmth with 
which I make this declaration, ſince 'tis the 


leaſt my juſt eee can be ſatisfied 
with.“ dey Dee | 


* Madam, 0 Flavillo, 1 4 you 
are not diſpleaſed with me, for what I have 
ſaid, (looking quite out of countenance) and 
be ſo kind, I beg it of you, not to diſcover 
what I have told you of my pre- engage- 
ment; for, if my mother knew it, it might 
prove my utter ruin! You know, madam, 
that ſhe has her humours; tho' intereſt is, 
I know, her favourite point in view; but, 
for my part, L own I am of another way of 
thinking quite; and 8 is what 1 
chiefly, aim at; yet I, perhaps, may find 
myſelf miſtaken, as others have been before 


me. Aa I will (if you think proper, 


couſin) 
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; 1 couſin) inform her only, that my addreſſes 
- are refuſed; Wliat think you“? n not 
7 that be my beſt anſ wer: 
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Truth is, undoubtedly, che beſt —— 


returned Almira;: with a mile; that both 
implied due ſcorn and pity ; but with 
which he was perfectly well ſatisfied, miſ- 
A taking the {mile for one 'of euer 


== 110 


She te anche, to contem- 


3 plate on what had paſſed, and to meditate 


what meaſures ſhe ſhould take, dreading 


many uneaſy conſequences from the cir- 
cumſtances of this affair: yet was ſhe de- 
> lighted that ſo fortunate a one was on her 
© ſide, as that of his being pre- engaged; as 
moſt undoubtedly. it would make her tatk 
much lighter, than otherwiſe it would have 
3 probably been. 


She was juſt then but nineteen years of 


gage, and there muſt be two years to come 
(and they might prove of wretchedneſs, ſhe 

2 apprehended, from this communication of 
= her aunt's intereſted ſcheme) before ſhe was 
do be releaſed from being under her tuition, 
A unleſs - ſhe was to marry ; and that ſhe 


had 
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(nad too much diſcretion to allow herſelf to 
think of ; tif a perſon ſhuuld offer, who, 
-bby the qualities of his mind, as well as by 
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the agretableneis of his penſom and manners, 


Was I connakee heneenyſhappy: bot 
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Se had already been Addreſſed by a 


number uf ſuch as the world calls humble 


ſervants ; but ſhe thought them all un- 
worthy of her favour, notwithſtanding one 
of them was a nobleman of: {ſplendid for- 


tune! His ycars indeed might ſeem to 


leſſen, in ſomte meaſure; the merit of Al- 


mira's refulal of him, he being upwards of 


ſixty. But chen his title and eſtate, would, 


with many women, have covered that de- 


ſparity. Pride often turns the ſcale even 


againſt affection; but here it could not 


influence prudence : for, had his lordſhip 
been a much younger man than he was, 


his character was in other reſpects very ex- 


ceptionable. He had been ſo from his 
youth upwards ; and ſnhe knew that a wife 
could promiſe herſelf no great juſtice, 


much leſs happineſs, from a man who 
lived, as eee in 7 ddllaciee of his firſt 


duties. 18 * 
Crude- 
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Crudelia, judging her neide ( nocddubt) 
by herſelf, Was much alarmed bn the re- 
peated viſits of this noblemany> and vas 
reſolved to fruſtrate his ſucceſs; if poſſible. 


And the firſt means ſhe uſed) was, never 
to quit the room while he was there; and 


quickly, by her altered carriage, ſhe con- 


vinced him, that his ſhorteſt viſits to her 


neice were the moſt agreeable: to herſelf. 
Nor would her fair neice have been behind- 
hand with her in expreſſiug her diſappro- 
bation of his viſits, on her account, had 


ſhe not thouyht proper (in order to con- 


vince her aunt” that ſhe had no thought of 
encouraging an addreſs, more than equally 
odious to her, from her ſon) to put on an 
appearance of being not altogether ſo much 


averſe to the other offer, as in reality ſhe was. 


This ſo exaſperated Crudelia, that ſhe 


began to treat Almira in a manner ſhe 


never had before experienced, and there- 


fore the leſs knew how to bear it. And 
had ſhe not been conſcious how far her 
mana 
_ was limitted, ſhe would, I make no queſ- 


gement and power (tho? an executrix) 
tion, have carried it to very great extremes. 


This 
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This added to the grief Almira ſo ſin- 
cerely felt before, for her dear father's 
death. And, had ſhe not been happy in 
the converſation of her companion and fa- 
vourne Cleone, ſhe had been wholly void 
of comfort. - But this young gentlewoman 
was miſtreſs of a ſolid underſtanding, en- 


livened by a ſprightly turn of converſation, 


that rendered her as entertaining as inſtruc- 
tive. She was the daughter of a gentle- 
man reported to have died abroad; and, 
having loſt her mother in her infancy, was, 
by her neareſt ſurviving relation, ſent into 
France for education, to accomplith her 


tor ſuch a gentee] employment as ſhe had 


the happinets to meet with. And this in- 
tention being (it was ſaid) intimated to Al- 
mira's father, who was acquainted with her 


family (as in the following ſheets will fur- 


ther be related), upon the marriage of her 
governeſs, mentioned before, he ſent for 
this young gentlewoman over to make her 
a companion for his daughter. She took 


ſo great a liking to her, that ſhe treated 
her more like a ſiſter than a dependant 


lady. A laudable example! to the unfeel- 


ing, and, I may add, inhuman ſort of mor- 


als! A part of the creation, who dare call 
them- 


4, 
2-0 
„ 
* 2 
9 82 4 
75 af” 
* „ 
ETA 
7 
7 
* Jo 8. 
7 
51 
7832 
HA 


17 2 


P 8 3 
d A SD 


W RVXW_-= 


2 — — TER 


£ 
r 


if 


3333 
PPP 
——.. 


* 


+ thank Heaven! my aunt is not like this 
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themſelves good Chriſtians; yet can take 
a barbarous pride, and pleaſure, in uſing 
thoſe with a diſtinguiſhable cruelty, who 
were born with happier expectations. 


The diſcreet Cleone adviſed Almira 
to ſmother all reſentment, for ſome time 
at leaſt, ſince ſhe was unfortunately under 
Crudelia's care; and urged her to amuſe 
her mind more frequently with com- 
pany, and thoſe diverſions which were 


to her the moſt agreeable ; among which, 


good plays were always foremoſt in Al- 
mira's choice. | 


Accordingly, one evening, ſhe con- 


| ſented, with Cleone, to go and ſee the 


tragedy of Richard the third ;—the part 


of Richard was performed by Mr. Gar- 
rick; and was ſo admirably acted, that 
it gave pain, not pleaſure, to them both. 


What griefs of various ſorts, do unre- 
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f flecting minds eſcape! yet ſhould they 
not be envied; for they likewiſe eſcape 
true pleaſure alſo. Almira moſt ſincere- 


ly felt, and wept, the horrid uncle's 
cruelty ! and whiſper'd to Cleone, Well, 
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vile uncle. I ſhall find comfort from 
this evening's entertainment; and love, 
frequently remembering the compariſon. 


AT 


tod enh 3519. (id to 10 0107 457 

During the performance that night, 
2 gentleman, in the next box to theirs, 
ſeemed more attracted by Almira than 
by all he ſaw upon the ſtage. His ob- 
ſervation of her was ſo particular, that 
it was impoſſible for her not to perceive 
it; and, the confuſion it occaſioned. 
ſerved to increaſe the natural bluſh of 
beauty, with which ſhe was adorned ; 
aſſurance having been able to acquire no 


influence on her features, however re- 
commended by the faſhion. 


When the play was over, he offered 
her his hand (reſpectfully) to lead her 
ta her coach, as he perceived ſhe had no 


gentleman to guard her thro' the crowd, 


which being then. extremely great and 
noiſy, ſhe permitted; and he retreated 


with a reſpectful modeſt bow, yet ſeem'd 


in ſome anxiety of mind to ſpeak to her, 
at his taking leave of them, but did not. 


bdLI £% 10. 


As 


5 
: @, 8 


Fa 3 7 * 
. F ee 2 Co AY, IA oe e — 9 2 
82 8 65 6 8 . . 2 2 — * — . * e "" 


FE 
4; 


* 
a Res 8 * 
2 * U ts ci © ood Aon > 8 
; . BOL, TTT 
2222 ea OM ES 


SO ATMIRAZ ig 


As foon as they were ſeated in the 
coach; Cleone (fmiling) told Altmira, that 
ſhe had made a viſible addition to the 
lift of her admirers; and afked her what 
ſhe thought of him? for that his thoughts 
of her had been revealed to the Whole 
audience, if the apparent language of his 
eyes were underſtood by them, as well 


as her. 


I think, Cleone, he is agreeable enough 
in perſon, (returned Almira) tho* I did 
not much obſerve him; it favours great- 
ly of confidence, and vain ſelf-approba- 
tion, to return the notice (as T have ſeen 
ſome do) which it is often almoſt im- 
poſſible for one not to be conſcious of. 


Then, madam, (haſtily reſumed Cleone) 
he is deſirous now to give you further 
opportunity to view him better; for 
there he flies (almoſt) to fuit your horſes 
pace, and moſt politely guard you home. 
Poor man! I find his heart has quite 
evaporated thro? his eyes, and he is now 
purſuing you as the receiver of it. 
Where ? which is he, Cleone? you but 
fancy fo; I cannot ſee him, cried Almira. 

| C2 | There 
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There he is, dreſſed in black, returned 
Cleone, ſtopped by a gentlemen this 
moment, madam ſee, there I there] nay, 
now he is out of fight : ah, friend! who- 
ever thou art, I am ſure thy compliments 
he would aye gladly ſpared at ene 


T he 8 * faſt; W as he was 
ſome time detained, they ſaw no more 
of their knight-errant. But, in a ſhort 
time after they came home, their con- 
verſation took a turn leſs chearful ; for 
the aunt, whoſe intereſted views made 
her be ever fearful of her neice's being 
ſeen in any public place, having been 
told that ſhe was going to the play, and 
hearing to which houſe, ſhe had been 
there herſelf, and ſat unſeen by them, in 
order to obſerve who might be near Al- 
mira, taking no ſervant with her; and, 
having heedfully attended to what has 


been related, ſhe entered ſome time after 


them with jealous anger in her counte- 
nance, (tho*:-both Al mira and her friend 
were ignorant of the occaſion for ſome 
little time, but long ſhe could not hide 
Kt) and A Or her n neice as 5 GE: 
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% Madam, I underſtand you have 


been entertaining your ears with a diver- 
ſion, that, in my opinion, but cor 

the heart; I ſhould be better pleaſed, 
while I am anſwerable for your conduct, 
if you would chooſe amuſements leſs 
pernicious; for I have ſeldom known an 
inſtance where theſe plays did any good; 
but many ſorts of miſchief I have ſeen 
them prove the cauſe off 


160 Madam, I am ſurprized (replied 


the half-affrighted and half- angry neice) 
that you ſhould thus condemn, promiſcu- 
ouſly, an entertainment that has been ſo 
much eſteemed, by the beſt judges, as 
the nobleſt and moſt edifying of all 
diverfions ! elſe, why do many of our 
great ſchools of learning | ſuffer them 
frequently to be the practice of their 
Pupils ? good ones I only mean to plead 
in favour of, for there are many which, 
I think, a woman, who can bluſh thro? 
modeſty, would not be ſeen at.“ 


a 0 Why do they ſuffer them, (impa- 
tiently Crudelia cried) becauſe they are 
not wiſe enough to break a fooliſh cuſ- 
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tom, moſt edifying, truly! Ves, they 
do \edify? indeed: N Þ Sein! 
daughters they ſnould all be ſent to 

edify in ſome more proper place. This 
I amo ſure of, if they ſnould happen to 
have only one faint ſpark of evil in their 
diſpoſition, it would be kindly aided to 
become a towering flame, ere long, by 
ſuch aſſiſtants! Tes, I ſuppoſe, poor 
Cynthia likewiſe went to edify; who, 
after one fictitious tragedy was ended, 
began herſelf a real one; but you, per- 
haps, have never heard her ny She 
was trepanned by a deſigning lover; 
who, taking the advantage of the crowd 
when they came out, led her from the 


reſt of her company; and, telling her 


they ſhould/overtake chem ſoon, (and, 
by agreement, they were all to ſup to- 


gether) he thus deceived her into à 


tavern proper for his purpoſe; where, 


notwithſtanding innocence, and prayers, 


and tears, he ruined her! and left her 
recollection room to entertain her, the 
remainder of her W 2 with how much 
the en e, H 0028 90 
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Almira (ſomewhat frighted at this 
melancholy ſtory) replied, But don't you 
think, madam i this might have happen 
ed at any other public place however, 
ſince I ſee! you have your reaſons for diſ- 
liking them, I have no one ſo prevalent, 
but I can give it up with great compo- 
ſare, if it will make you eaſier.— I own, 
give the preference to that, of all che 
pleaſures this great town affords; but it 
were no compliment, indeed, to yield a 
ſacrifice to you, that was to me indifferent. 


And thus did the obliging Almira de- 
prive herſelf, by her condeſcending diſ- 
poſition, of a diverſion that might have 
often relieved her melancholy hours, as 
ſhe adhered too ſtrictly to the compliance 
ſhe had made an auſtere aunt: for, tho? 
ſhe naturally poſſeſſed a happy chearful- 
neſs of temper, ſhe had now too great 
a. tendency, to grief and ſolitude; and 


= feldom could, by kind Cleone, be pre- 

vailed upon even to make aà friendly 
> viſitz for, as to faſhionable frothy ones, 
2 ſhe was too wile (tho? young and amiable. 

to throw her time away on any one © 
3 them. 
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Cleone told her (aftet Orudelia left 
them) ſhe: had been thinking, and had 


called to mind, a perfan whom fie 


thought their unknown eavallier ſome- 
hat reſembled ; adding; you will, I am 
certain, madam, think as I do; your 


unfortunate Samander is the perſon: ex- 
cuſe me, that I ſtill forget myſelf, and 


call him ſo! ſince yours he would have 
been, had you permitted him; and, you 
well know, I ever pitied him. of | 


And, if 1 did not know: it, (replied 


Almira) that ſigh would certainly, my 
dear, confirm the truth of it. But, be- 


lieve me, I might have ſtood in need of 


your kind pity, more than he does now, 
if I had been weak enough to let a 


preference of perſonal accompliſhments 


have biaſſed me, at the expence of rea- 


- fon, and religious as well as moral judg- 
ment. I was, you know, at firſt, rather 
too partial to his miſtaken merit; and, 
therefore, thought it perfect, till I was 
- happily convinced of my miſtake, by one 
unguarded converſation, but one week 
(I think) before I was to have been 
given to him by my good father, who 


had 
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had likewiſe been deceived in him. And 


I have oſten falt thank ful reflections! at 
my heart, upon the fortuna te diſtovery. 
Rallery, Jon, I much diflike, when its 
impertinence preſumes to play . freely 
with poor terreſtrial friemiſhip! But, 


when it dares pretend to — the ſa- 


cred and incomprehenſible celeſtial attri- 


butes ! the wound that gives my ſoul is 


as a poiſoned arrow to the body, and ad- 


mits no healing. Could I have even 
hoped to keep poſſeſſion of that heart's 
fidelity, who was, or ſeemed to be, an 
infidel to Him who made him! No, 
ſurely. And, as I was commended tor 


my conduct, by the wiſeſt and beſt of 


Parents, Cleone cannot, upon .cool re- 
flection, ſurely, blame me. 


It was thoſe perfe d ions which I fan- 
cied I perceived inhabiting his mind, 
and only they, which firſt prevailed with 
me to think more favourably of him, 
than any other man I had been addreſſed 


by. Bur, when I found ſo capital a 


blemiſh in that mind, it was undoubtedly 


my duty to diſcard him. For, tho' our 


thoughts; no ue ate tree, yet 7 
rec- 
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free-thinkers tas they are called I erer 
dilapprovediallewing my ear, to lend at 
tention Bas ; eroddcon font 397d 

0OqlutÞ yiodonsiſein wo ,cvobutt £ J 
But thow-cart. partial to his perſonal 1 
accompliſhments, in thinking the un- 'F 
known gentleman like him s for, if I Y 
obſerved him juſtly, there was a kind of Y 
modeſt majeſty in his ew which 


Samander wanted. 


| _ » Thus ended their diſcourſe that night; 3 
1; and, on the following day, Almira re- = 
i ceived a meſſage from Amanda, to beg 
| the favour. of her company that after- 
| noon 3 which only by her companion's 
| peciuaſion, ſhe unwillingly conſented to 


(hone Ming a . inchipoſed, } 


if J Amanda, was a a lady in their neigh- 
bourhood; Who (tho a new. Acquaint- 
ance,) was one for whom Almira had a 
great eſteem ; ſhe being a een of fine 
| ANGsr with, Bebtle manners : 
tO Juen 
l . hey became acquainted, by. Gring: 
1 poch in the ſame pew. at church; but. 
| Credulia's ee of temper, had de. 
| Nn prived 
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prived them of that intimacy" Which 
would have been the moſt agreeable” 
between ſuch neighbours ; and' a per- 
ſon of a ſtudious, or melancholy diſpo- 
ſition (ſuch as AlmirTs'was/Pought'ito 
allow herſelf thoſe reaſbnable fort of 


comforts frequently, in order to allay 


affliction: but commonly the weakeſt 
minds, wick ſtronger willingneſs, can fly 
to ſuch relief. -DITNEW eee 


Cleone, being (as I obſerved) a little 
indiſpoſed that day, did not accompany 
Almira to Amanda's.— But how fur- 

rized was poor Almira! as ſhe had 
Juſt received a diſh of tea, to fee the be- 
forementioned unknown gallant enter 
the room: he paid his eompltments to 
thoſe, for whom his viſit was alone de- 
ſigned, but when his eyes in the moſt 
graceful manner went round the circle, 
to take in the company, they ſtopt at 
her; and a viſible confuſion overſpread 
his countenance and whole deportment, 
to the apparent aſtoniſhment of all who 
ſaw it, excepting her, who'wholy cauſed 
it. And ſhe returned the "favourable 


diſtinction, in a ſympathizing involun- 
a 715 ! 


crary 
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It was me: time un "Florello 
OB AED: up his fortitude of mind, 
fufficiently to utter any thing; and 
when he did, the heſitative manner it 
Was ſpoken in, plainly diſcovered that 
ſome emotion ſtrongly operated on his 
ſpirits, which ever uſed ta be chearful, 
polite, and eaſy, and it had left ſuch an 
effect on his complexion likewiſe, that 
it was impoſſible for it to paſs RAR 
ticed. 


Amanda therefore thus addreſſed him, 
I am atraid, my friend (if I may judge 
from your "repeated change of counte- 
nance ſince you ſat —8 8 you are not 
well, or ſomthing has ſurprized you in 
this room: I think I have heard you ſay, 
you have no antipathy to animals. 


Madam 
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Ma lam LO lied Florello,) Sy confeſs 
] was furprized ! but *ewas agrecably'i 
deed, and needs no pity, though ; its 1 5 
fect occaſioned ſome dlorder in my 
mind; but Tam better now. Our fea- 
tures are the treacherous tell-tales of 
our hearts, eſpecially to ſuch, a pene- 
trating eye as yours is, madam.— Tllaat 
lady (pointing genteely towards Al- 
mira) will, I hope, have the goodneſs to 
forgive me, when I declare that ſhe, 
though innocently, was the cauſe of my 
diſorder, by being the ſtrongeſt like- 
neſs nature could poſſibly produce, of 
one whoſe image muſt be ever dear to 
me! and ſuch an unexpected pleaſare, 
mingled with ſome degree of pain (ſuch 
give me leave to call it madam,) ruſh- 
ing upon my imagination unprepared, 
had for a white almoſt overſet it. 


Almira bluſhed, and bowing told 
him, that Inkelition having had no hand 
in this, there was ſcarce room to aſl his. 
pardon for it: 15 that ſhe was ſorry, 
notwithſtanding, e had been the caulz . 
of his een ion. 2 | 
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le ſmiled, with conſcious ſenſibility, 
but hadono pπνEẽr to aher her, and 
both ſeemed then alike deſirous to dro 

the ſubjectetand a variety ef general to- 
picks 5 ſucceeded? But both the 
eyes and ears of the revived Florello, 
were attached to one fair object! nor 
could he join with his aceuſtomed wit 
and ſprightlineſs, in any converſation. 
— How ſtrange it is, that Where a man 
would wifh to make himſelf appear moſt 
bright; (as always is the lover's caſe, 
in company with the beloved,) the un- 
accountableneſs of perverſe human na- 
ture ſpreads ſome dark cloud over every 
accompliſhment, as if on purpoſe to 
obſcure its luſtre! and it might truly 
have been ſaid of poor Florello, „He 
never looked ſo like the thing he 13 
„ not, as you now fee him.“ 


Soon after tea was over, Almira 6k 
tea leave, be ſtarting from his chair, 


prepared to follow, as if to intreat the 


favour of her hand as formerly, to lead 


her to her coach; but in a moments 


time drew back,” and re-afſurned his 
ow in ſome confuſion, Where we will 


leave 
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leave him for the preſent, and actom- 
pany (tho? he did not) the fai one home 


LIC) | 15 # 0 11 Dod. 1 Nod 


"She haſtened to he chamber of her 


loved Cleone; to unboſom there that 


which had much affected her; and, find- 
ing her much better than ſhe left her, ſhe 
thus began to entertain her with che viſit. 


8 2 my Cleone! than intlif{coition 
has deprived thee of a moit diverting 
ſcene | in which, two unacquainted tools 
have been the principal pertormers. 
Hadſt thou been well, or with me, thy 
friend had not been one of them; thy 
illneſs certainly poſſeſſed my ſpirits, and 
I was ſcarce, myſelf this afternoon; I 
wiſh, methinks, I hac put my viſit off, 
and ſtaid at home with thee ; but, ir 
was thy fault that I did not. Who doſt 
thou think drank tea with us, and 35 
acquainted with Amanda? No other than 
our theatrical cavallier ! but his behavi- 
our it is impoſſible to tell thee ; nothing 
but mine could equal it; and nothing 
leſs than ſupernatural, could have amazed 
me more than ſeeing him there. Ihr 
ompang perceived che yviſiple*confuſion 


he 
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he was in, and that obliged him to.con- 
feſs the cauſe, But I, who had no cauſe, 
indeed, had nothing I could ſay, by way 
of an apology, for the confuſion Which 
I am ſure my fooliſh fiery , cheeks diſ- 
covered when he.firſt came in,” 
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| Cleone, who had ſeven years more 
l experience than her friend, joined to the 
| quickeſt apprehenſion, thus declared her 
| thoughts on what the had heard. Alas! 
1 my dear, there is moſt certainly a cauſe 
you have, that yet, perhaps, you know 
4 not. There is a certain ſoft, but ſubtle 
"y poiſon, that can find an entrance at the 
eyes, whoſe influence quickly operates 
. thro? the young unſuſpecting heart! and, 
from the heart's diſorder, the whole hu- 
man frame is affected. But, pray, what 
reaſon ſerved for his excuſe? for ſuch 
you will ſurely find it was hereafter. 


<« It was, returned Almira, that I had : 
the honour to reſemble one, he either is, 
or has been fond of, that has, it ſeems, 
intitled me to the being ſtared ſo out of ; 
countenance. Methinks I ſhould be 
pleaſed to fee this lady, ſo much like 
myſelf; 
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2 myſelf; ye ſt is 4 dell. nd a filly. 
curioſity, ſince 1 may never fre the au- 
thor of it more, for by his converſation 
perceived he ſeldom comes to London. 
But pray, Cleone, what was that you 
ſaid juſt now, toncerning eyes and 
hearts, and poiſon ?“ | 
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Juſt then a ſervant brought her up a 
letter, which opening, ſne found the 
following contents. . 


Mot admirable lady 


d OU cannot be a ſtranger to the paſ- 
| ſion which I have the honour to be 
 __- wretched by, as I have never yet had 
- hope ſufficient to ſupport me, even with 
| courage to declare myſelf, when in your 
preſence, as I ought. | 
iS ' 4 

_ «<1 ſigh with the conſideration, that I 
am unworthy of you in every light but ; 
| one, and fortune is, I own, a trifle, if f 
weighed againſt your merit. , 
3 * If you can force, your generous _ | 
2 foul to pity me, by ſuffering a wretch to | 
live for you inſtead of miſery, his for- 
| r D tune j | 
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tunt wholly you command forever, with 


L. the whole foul and will of him, whoſe 


fate you govern, while he has life to 
E call himſelf, 


A Cr 


"Deareſt madam, . | 
Your moſt reſpectfully devoted, 
and moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


Hor oOo RIO. 


P. S. Allow me, good and deareſt 
lady, to receive my doom, (however 
horrid it may be,) when next J have the 
honour to attend you.“ 


This letter cauſed Almira at this time 
no ſmall embarraſſment, how ſhe ſhould 
act with prudence and ſtrict honour; 


for, (as I have obſerved before,) ſhe 


found herſelf under a difagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of bearing with this lord's ad- 


dreſſes, to defend her from her ſordid 


aunt's more odious propoſition, with re- 
lation to her ſon; for often do we ſee 
mean minds, ſuch as Crudelia's was, 

intimi- 


. 
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with a profound ref] 


of ALMIRA. as 


intimidated by ſuperior grandeur to their 
own, who would reign. tyrants over 
every ſuperiority. of virtue. 


Nin 


What to reſolve ſhe HR knew 


not, and ſhe was now compelled to 


ſpeak more plainly, than ſhe wiſhed to 
ſpeak at preſent ; nor could her kind 
companion offer any thing as her ad- 
vice in this, but what agreed intirely 
with Almira's ; ſo much in every caſe, 
where delicacy or honour was concern- 
ed, they thought alike. 


A few days after ſhe had received 
this letter, my lord, impatient for her 
anſwer, came: he found Almira at her 
ſpinnet juſt after dinner, and alone; an 
opportunity for his knowing with cer- 
tinty, what he before had only feared. 


Madam, ſaid he, approaching her 
0 whatever de- 


ſtiny you mean for me, have ſtill that 
goodneſs which is conſiſtent with your- 
ſelf, and tell it me ee 
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It it is che ſentence of my future mi- 
ſery, it were unjuſt to reproach you, 
even in thought, nor would I dare 
henceforth to offend your pity with one 


ſigh, out bk the many. thouſands it mult 
coſt Wc 251; 


There was ſhe thought ſo much good 
ſenſe, reſpect, and dignity, in all he 
ſaid ; chat it was with equal pain and 
pity ſhe found power to. anſwer, telling 
him, that ſhe heid the. high regard 
which he profeſſed for her, an honour ; 
as his high rank in life, was too unex- 
ceptionable to admit of an objection, 
But ſhe muſt beg him to allow her to 
continue an alliance with his friendſhip 
only, ſince ſhe, in more than that, could 
never think. of acquieſcing, it having 
always been her opinion, that a parity 
of years and tempers, ſhould be re- 
garded as. a principle, towards render- 
ing the marriage ſtate agreeable. 


His judgment could not help agree- 
ing, though in ſo unwiſhed a ſentence: 
azainſt himſelf; adding, that he muſt 
only beg e to make * Fe, 

uſa 
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fuſal on his part, as only he could prove 


the loſer by it; it were (continu-d he) a 
fruitleſs effort, in the ableft' phy ſician, 
to attempt the patient's cure by nouriſh- 
ing the malady; and ſueh muſt be my 
caſe, dear madam, were I thus any longer 
to indulge my eyes and ears, when at 

my heart's'expence, with all that has ſo 
powerfully delighted them. And it 
were to court new torments in the ob- 
ſervation of a ſcene moſt dreaded! ſome 
more deferving, or more happy lover! 
no, let me, thus unhappily defeated, now 


retreat! nor by returning ſuffer ſtill more 
cruelly, 


I therefore kumbly take my leave 
for ever, and may your future days be 
happy, as mine muſt be wretched. 


Juſt as he ſpoke theſe words, and 
took his leave, Fw viſible emotion in 
his eyes and features, Crudelia entered 
the apartment, and by a conſcious exul- 
tation in her look, diſcovered ſhe had 
heard him, which greatly terrified the 
juſtly grounded apprehenſion of her gen- 
tle niece : ſhe thought this was no doubt 
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the luckieſt opportunity to ſound Almi- 
ra's way of thinking, therefore asked 
her ſneeringly, what other lover had ex- 
pelled ſo great a {tar from her horizon? 
but in a moment, with a Kinder look 
and accent, as if from recollective hope, 
that this event might probably have 
ſprung from a ſecret preference of her 
fon, ſhe begged her pardon for being 
ſo inquiſitive. Mal ano 

Mira, faid ſhe, I cannot look on you 
in any other light but that of my dear 
daughter, and that tender name, you 
know, will juſtify my care and aſſiduity 
in all reſpects concerning you. — Such 
though you were not born, I cannot 
ceaſe from wiſhing you, and ſuch, dear 
Mira, you have in your power to make 
yourlelt at any time. | 


Almira knew too well, but would not 
ſeem to underſtand her meaning, and 
moſt evaſively, obligingly replied, that 
ſhe was fenfible how much ſhe was 
obliged for being looked upon by her 
in ſuch a manner, and hoped ſhe fever 
mould give any reaſonable cauſe for her 

| to 
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to leſſen her regard; — but catched the 
earlieſt n to change the ſub- 


the moſt welcome fight of 
her approaching friend Cleone gave her; 
and. Credulia re- aſſumed her gloom of 
features, from the baulk her hopes had 
met with, in her neice's too evaſive an- 
ſwer; and every word ſhe uttered after 
this, was full of viſible diſtruſt and fear; 
and anger, ſeemingly lay but unwillingly 
ſuppreſſed, by all her little ſtock of pru- 
dence, which made the life of this de- 
ſerving lady, grow hourly more un- 


happy. | 


But ſuch was her ſuperior goodneſs, 
that ſhe reſolved to drive reſentment 
from her thoughts, unleſs ſo much pro- 
voked, that ſenſe and reaſon would be 
ſufferers by her forbearance. 


Yet had ſhe been more wretched in 
this melancholy ſituation, had ſhe not 
been miſtreſs of that power, to find 
within herſelf that ſatisfaction, which 
too many maidens of her years, and for- 
tune, take the; trouble to hunt abroad, 
though very often in the fruitleſs ſearch 
| =. | of. 
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of. Refletion was to her an ever wel- 


come gueſt, and ſerved both as an en- 


tertaining friend, and prudent counſel- 
Jar, that taught her mind rather to 
meet with pit, than diſguſt, che tedious 
train of foibles, to which human nature 
is incident zoand ſhe would often ſay, as 
ſhe was liable to err herſelf, as well as 
other mortals, patience was but a kind 
of ſelfiſn charity, though feemingly be- 
ſtowed on others, and a duty indiſpen- 
ſible. Books were her chief delight, 
and, having à taſte and genius too for 
poetry, ſometimes ſne would amuſe her- 
ſelf in writing verſes, of which the fol- 
lowing pages give ſome ſatnples. 


Her time was therefore never bur- 


thenſome without the aid of cards or 


company, and needlework would often 
make a part of her employment, but it 
was ſuch as proved agreeable and uſeful; 
nor did ſhe think it worthy commenda- 
tion for a lady to deprive her eyes of 
power, to make a better uſe of them; 
only to have at faid, that ſhe had humbly 
imitated at the beſt, a piece of lace with 
which her milliner, without ſuch loſs of 
time 


4 7 . . _—_ 
. 
a < 4 y 
WT 
k 55 2 
we 8 . 5 8 5 : 
* „ ere N 2 * 


{dF AL MIRA. 41 
rime and trouble, could haue ä 


her. 8 21 od b ot baus June 
aer Ain 


* 


esd ba too tedlous fbr my 
readers, ſnhould I proceed with the detail 
of her accompliſhments and virtues; 1 
thereſaoe: will reſume her _—_ | 


It was. not long before Amanda ſent 
in order to return her viſit; à viſit, 
which had left no faint impreſſion on 
the heart of her, whoſe ſoul would not 
allow her to believe, to what true cauſe 
ſhe owed its ſtrong effect, and that the 
tendereſt of prepoſſeſſions had uſurped 


an empire in her breaſt. 


Now as Amanda was a woman of a 
gay and witty turn of temper, the could 
not {lip the opportunity ſo lately given 
her of rallying Almira; and ſhe was 
ſcarce ſat down before the thus began. 


A fine young lady, truly! pray, what 
amends do you intend to make, for hav- 


ing the other day ſo. laviſhly ſhot forth 


your lightening, that its force fo inftan- 


taneoully could ftrike Florello, one of 


the 


SL] 
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the moſt worthy friends my little levy 
has to boaſt à ſome ſatis faction I demand, 

nor ſhall leſs than half a dozen N 
made me in a ſhorter time than you 
have favoured me with one, excuſe you, 
and in caſe of non-compliance, witch- 
craft at leaſt. I ſhall; pronounce againſt 
you; for Mackbeth's whole train could 


not have ſhewm a ſtronger influence. But 


you already have juſtly ſuffered for it, 
in looſing that afternoon a converſation, 
ſuch as but few men Jever knew, ex- 
cepting him; are capable of furniſning; 
for you can form no proper judgment of 
him, I affure you, ſince he was not him- 
ſelf that day you ſaw him. He left us 
truly, quickly after you was gone, nor 
have we ſeen him ſince, though we ex- 
pected him, but he had ſenſe enough 
however left him juſt to ask your name, 
and where you lived, before he went 


away, that he perhaps might entertain 
his ſlumbers wm rend it. 


i Almira: aur] Wiling at (bis rallery, 
and anſwering it as well as ſhe was able, 
(though honeſt conſciouſneſs; appeared 
through ſweet confuſicn) defired to 

know 
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know his name likewiſe, in order to be 
even with him as ſhie ſaid, for ſuch a cu- 
rioſity. e Which m as 
ne, 7 9M 13 6 i 2m 9b 
[| 7 In 59100 } a 

His . (Mr. Bellmore) is, * 
dear, our neighbour i in Hertfordſhire ;:a a 
very worthy man, with whom we have; 
been acquainted twenty years. The eſtate 
which he poſſeſſes, is reckoned worth a 
hundred thouſand pounds; beſides large 


ſums of money in the public funds. He 


has a wife, indeed, poor man, of a leſs 
happy turn of temper than himſelf, ſub- 


ject to ſpleen and pride, and quite impa- 


tient of the leaſt controul; (though ſuch 
as always is influenced both by reafon 
and good manners, from him whom hu- 
man and religious laws have made her 
maſter) but generally ſhe is to other 
people much more condeſcending. They 
have no children living, out of many, 
but Florello, who is juſt returned from 
his travels ; he 1s, I think, now in the 
twenty-fourth year of his age, and is, 
indeed; an excellent young man! but 
when 1 is co ſtand e on his preferment, 

vou 


1 
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your muſtunot be admitted into the 


chempaiyl II yore 260 Dl bp 
pit 001 b9vy19tgo d 100 bl 91 ET: 
»Almira -blufhed, * looked a little 11 
filly, and/choſe to alter their Hilcourſe to = © 


various ſubjects. 551300 II. 


Cleone made à propoſition for a walk 
that evening in the Park; which, they 
agreeing to, Amanda's coach conveyed 
them quickly thither; they living in the 
neighbourhood of St. er V LLG. 


Crudelia was . chat ares, 
tho* ſhe would often, by choice, avoid 
making one of the party among Almira's 
viſiters, unleſs there was a gentleman 
amongſt chem whom ſhe imagined there 
was —_—_ to be fearful and careful of. 


The evening was ferwnelys olenfing' 1 
and the walks were filled with What is 
called the beſt of company. They pur- 
poſed walking round; and only took the 
crowded walk, as in their way to paſs 
through; for A lmira faid, ſhe- thought 
the common method of re-treading in an 
hour! one path fo often, looked 

an 
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and vain, by tacitly -declaringi/to the 
beholders, that they themiclves believed 
they could not be obſerved too frequent- 
ly; tho' ſhe had yet ſeen but a few, ſhe 
added, who, in her opinion, were de- 
ſerving any notice. eHodut 2yoinss 


Well then, replied; Amanda, I Vill 
ſhew you one more at leaſt, this mo- 
ment: ſee there are five in company; 
three ladies, and two gentlemen: now, 
I ſhall leave it to yourſelf to find out 
which of che five 1 mean. 


Juſt thei: Cleene ppl Almira on 
the arm; and, whiſpering, asked her, if 
ſne knew that beau in brown and ſilver? 
but ſhe had then no time to anſwer her, 
excepting, (with a crimſon'd bluſh) that 
it was Florello, by reaſon he was juſt 
then come up to them. He too diſcover- 
ed that he was not inſenſible whom he 
approached; and bowed reſpectfully, con- 
N N in paſling by them. g 

T? VEW II A | 

Well, cried. PENA eee find he 
is not yet recovered; for I have never, 
ot this moment, met him any where 

the 
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(the chureh alone ſometimes, excepted) 
But he would ſtop and ſpeak. to me. 


to Don ni book} 1 „ nit nd 
15 


Hle was in company with 1 ma- 
dam, (retufned Almira) and might, per- 
haps, beiengaged too deeply in ſome diſ- 
courſe, to break the thread of it abrupt- 
ly; and, in ſuch a caſe, you ſhould ex- 


cuſe him. Nay, replied Amanda, if you 


pardon him, my dear, I fancy it will 
prove ſufficient. And, in that moment, 


who ſhould join company with them 


but him they were then talking of, to 
prove how neceſſary it is to ſpeak with 
caution in all public places. 


He asked Amanda's pardon for ha- 


ving been, obliged to. paſs fo rudely by 


her juſt before; adding, that as bis 
fault in that he could aſſure her Was 
attended with ſufficient momentary pu- 


niſhment, he W ſhe. ed forgive 


him. 


This 8 alas 0 en to what 


they bad been ſaying, overſpread each 
cCheek with ſome confuſion, they all ima- 


- -Bining, that. he tad over - heard them; 
and, 
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and, therefore; the more intimate A man- 
da anſwered him, that ſhe really thought, 
and had been ſaying, it ſtood in need of 
ſome apology; unleſs' the lady ſhe had 
once heard him ſpeak of, was im his 


company when he paſſed by them. 


1 * * L 
189109 03 .* 


Madam. ö teplied Florello J am at a 


loſs to anſwer you. What lady can you 
mean? for 1 can recollect no one I 


would not leave with pleaſure inexpreſ- 
ſible to join this company. Who that 


has any {kill in painting would not 


chooſe to contemplate on the moſt finiſh- 
ed pieces! Here are too many ſign- poſt 
ſort of beauties, forgive my ſimile, hung 
out to attract beholders, at the expence 
of ſhame and modeſty ! I muſt confeſs, 
ſince my return to England, I ſeem 
dropped into a new world; and every 


place, that uſed to give me pleaſure, pre- 


ſents me now ſo often with objects of 
diſguſt, that I could even envy old 
Diogenes, but that his tub's dimenſion 
mult exclude this company; Modeſty, 
once eſteemed the great characteriſtic of 
your lovely ſex, is almoſt generally ba- 
niſhed now; and the effeminacy fo na- 

tural 


vourtte” H che had read; 
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mans hg Fo, ths that, Phat he ca 
* thought] Vas uſt rp and ſaid it 
bogen  Femembr; 8 ſome fa- 
L; which, as 
none there c fi take offence at, ſhe 


would reꝑeat them. They were as follow: 


Ob. tuorian 7 worn / woman! ting Bis man, 
But lick and cat, and move, with native ſenſe, 
of power 4 dar ved { from ſweetneſs, Once, our crime 
las tempting man too flrongly. Now tis ours 
To abgicate ald power, to tempt at all, | 
And Shame deſire frem beauty, Light as ar,. 
Aud emptier than. the cid, we flutter through z 
Flirting fentgftic.on, from ſcorn th, ſcarny | 
It ſuraddle g er, and burſt all:boutids of love. * 
be abjely*dgag fultans of the Ea 
If there your prophet ſaw the ſex jadoft, 
Ill __— be es to allow us ſoul ! 

N int N 


* fied himſelf wuch Foo BY 
with, — mira and Clone. ſmiled. 
on; each her, knowing: che runuthor of 
them. ILIe begged 40 KO w. it * * 
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but being told that ſecrecy had been 


> Bf 5 enjoined, was ſatisfied to gain the pro- 
- © miſe only of a copy of them, but added, 
i that he thought the perſon need not 
- + wiſh to be unknown, ſince none could ; 
1 be offended at ſuch juſt and general ſatyr, | 
whom any human creature of good ſenſe, 

8 3 * | 

would with to pleaſe at all. 


2 Almira told him, ſhe believed he 
would not chooſe himſelf to read them 
to thoſe ladies he had juſt then left, eſ- 
ially if one of them was her, who 
cuauſed him ſo much pain one day, from 
ber reſemblance only being ſeen, ſince 
' = lovers, ſhe had heard, was always fearful 
olf offending, but that he, no doubt, was 
; > ableſt to inform them if that was true; 
' © and added, that ſhe had indeed fo much 
of womaniſh impertinence and curioſity, 
that ſhe wiſhed to ſee that lady, if ſhe 
was really in the park. 


moe. 
. CI 
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His eyes immediately beſought the 
ground, as if to find an anſwer, when 
recollecting his invented ſtory at Aman- 
da's, which was in truth no more than 
an apology for his confuſion on ſeeing 
. E Almira 
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Almira there; he raiſed them on her, 
brightening: through a lover's languor, ; 


and replyed as follows.” D919 11 


2011&9M ein p00 


When, madam, I have next the ho- 
nour-of Tecing)|you; I. ſhall perhaps be 


able to obige myſelf in ſhewing her to 


you; but could thoſe ladies, amongſt 


whom you thought ſhe was juſt now, be 
ſenſible Bowehigh a compliment you 


have made them in that miſtake, they 
would, in my opinion, have much more 


teaſom to be proud of their accompliſh- 


ments, than have many of our moſt ce- 
ebrated beauties; bur I will venture to 
aſſure you, it would wound me greatly, 


if you, madam, whoſe judgment none 
who know you, I am perſuaded, can 


doubt the ſtrength of, ſhould condemn 
my admiration of her A8 for theſe la · 


dies, I will hope I may be fafe in their 


kind approbation of my choice, for ſhe 


is too like one they both mir and 
bn for them to diſapproue her 
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That is, replyed er ME Clone; 
a catnplicatr made to our friend, me-. 


wake fomehow, able we both Ker 
com- 
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compelled to join in, if not to pay for, 
and by their looks upon tach other, 
they diſcovered plainly chat they under- 
ſtood his aeg 
{ age * frigDEIN. nc At” 

But Alm irt being fHlent, Forelle 
changed the ſubject, by deſiring tu 
know if ſhe admired muſick ? faying 
that he knew Amanda did, and he 
ſhould think himſelf the moſt obliged; 
by their acceptance of ſome tickets for 
a concert, which he had taken for the 


beneſitof an unhappy gentleman! whoſe 


great benevolence of heart to others; 
had been the only cauſe of his misfor- 
tp. ect bot IOW H 

That is a cauſe, returned Almira, 
that demands did of every powerful 
friend to virtue, and ſhe begged ſhe 
might have ſix of them, having the 
mony ready for them in her hand. A- 
manda made the ſame requeſt, but he 
declared, witk a polite confuſion, that 
unleſs he might be honoured by their 
condeſcending to accept of them, he 
ſhould be angry with himſeif for bav- 
ing named it, and doubly ſoʒ as it muſt 


2 1 
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Fo the means of his Sing, by 4 
Adee noe'to be avoided.” © 
"QI QUS moor niet bluod! ! wt 
Ta Agate: f order to decide it, 
(told Him e "Thould” give them all to 
WAH he having done, ſhe added, 
hat mne wat] e the 86count her- 
ſelf and Balance it, pethaps, by ſoon in- 
viting him toda concert 6f her on, an 


oblige one of the moſt happy families, 
n £8 SILK W 2£ 29 #22111 

© Had'Fou- not named 7 oblitzation, 
Wadi, Florello anſwered, I ſhould 
have * mer ern wou a0 en 


. eden ain? kind the wy 
pearance of this company, on the com- 
memoration of a day, from which that 
happineſs was dated, will be held by my 
beſt half, and me, the kindeſt obliga- 
tion; I muſt not be denied by any one 
of you; and 1 expeR you all ſhall like. 
"vite take ir ag a particular diſtinction, 4s 

it has been our rule, td have no co 
pains upon out Wedding. day; bat Joe 
we judged were „„ 

that 


* 
3 


0 


= fi 10 es DAI 83 
7 that envy might n0t.come on 
4% ©? But I ſhould furniſh room for laug 
it, at us, were. [49 tell 3 
to ve added ſingle people to gur umher) 
we have heen;aþleto.maks ppagompany 
— kad fqr.a countryrdangsy , our 
nu. acquaintances, you.know, fxtenfive z yet 
aa our intimates were but TW mit gaiuiv 


"or ALMIR A. 15 
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1d bluosy i 10t aid 03, badbai, 9itoggo 

A „This is, I. om, whim 1 but may not 
9 private meetings be as whimſical as pub- 
on, lic ones ? No club, among you gentle- 


ild 4 men, admits a member impro "pr i ini- 
we © tiated; and who, that is.;w 
- = would wiſh unhappineſs to be et 


Vith true felicity! An ugly, threatning 
ap- 9 omen, in the very ſound, methinks, there 
7 4 ſeems, that Toy forbid 110. PP: dach 
hat en e Sb 6 10 noir 


Tar e 2 19010901 


Bat, main, (ſaid F lorelo); give me 
Leave to aſſe a. queſtion. low are the 
members of your ſociety ta he admitted? 
Nor uponiaths. but qudgment, I ſup- 
pole 2 ſinces if they are, I muiſt decline, 
Jdeankly Lad. dhe honour of accepting 
our ples! Wl invitation. boebui 2 
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She ta king) anſwered, No; this 


hered fro Nr ances was 


ruth compelled to be the ſpeaker of their 
fociey ee 180 08 were made 
for the unmarried, ſince there is great 
difference between thoſe Who are not 
quite ſo Happy as they would be, and 
others who” are known to be really un- 


happy. 


Then, madam, upon a ſuch allowances, 
(replied Floreſlo) I can with joy attend 
you; and, moreover, promiſe this, (if the 
moſt pleaſing proſpect 'don't deceive me) 
that I will be that day happier than any 
other company on earth could make me 
My friend, your worthy ſpouſe, I make 
no tbe will be, by then, returned out 
of the North ; tho' now the day is near, 


S8 * - 


| for Thurſday'i is, | think, the 20th. 


I is, {replied Amanda), and, as you 


will ſee that at very date upon | theſe tickets, 
"= you jut now gave me, I need not 
doubt your pardon for rerurding them; 
5 I "ſhall inſiſt * it, that the poor 


5 5 gen- 


her choi by ; and that, 
indeed; "might often tao deceive, were 
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gentlemsn, there mentioned, m 
a looſer, but a, gainer, by it, I 
Lexpect my car F idelio, 28 y Tul rote 
me word he 1 70 ag Nom home b 
day evening. But, a ed in f 
of all u TE boa 1 i 
would be thought above a. 12 7 8 ſtate, 
] will diſcoyer to you an unwol 
weakneſs in my nature, from. x hich alone 
my happineſs has ſuffered De one 
is the frequent contemplating on the me- 
lancholy certainty of being ſeparated 
from it! and, notwithſtanding reaſon and 
religion both condemn me for this want 


of fortitude, 1 unavoidably go * and 


ſin AH conviction. 


Thus, fir, you ſee a reaſon why ail 
Fs muft be by me excluded on this 


ſubject, and ought even in the moſt ac- 


compliſhed ſtate on earth, to all appear- 
ance.— was this morning reading a few 
lines which pleaſed and pained me much; 
and, as they are very a- propos to my 
diſcourſe, I will repeat them to you. 
Their author is no ſtranger to this com- 


ay. 3 if A will, one daz esch . 


NA Hua Lad} 1 


1 


5 


bug theſe four lings particu- 
ypor my menjory. noh 


8 concardt am 
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| cath mug jugp 6 each ru 
ing. 3 4 8 
Ind all. 23 ee ee, N dd 
All pr * U pi the rd 
tion of them, excepting} Almira, ſhe 
undeſignedly falegvercd WHOS; the au- 
thor of Wer an 001 
Juſt then an e inane 
come ſhower obliged them, with pre- 
elpitation, to. haſten to theix oeh; and 
the much · concerned Floretlo, (after ex- 


mould be fo. happy to find again on 
* Po — he was then 


e ee of) ſtepped into his 
very, S heh. aired, For obim;! Te: _ . 
Stab e-Yar | 8 11 
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Amanda ſet down Al mira and Cleone 
5 rien on gor, but would:net 2 


Sw 


; ſwerteht, Prangeſt notes, 


preſſing politely his warm hopes, that he 


— pd o eg. yiornelsm wi 


1s 


= 
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Fen 
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NO ALNIE RE 5/7 
Founded toe Wiek, for berg: be © AVE 
alteration Hoffer Apfrits, *<Rexfibried by 
the melancholy Pare WR her diſcou 
char evening It grea e | 
beauteous * 2 had * kin 
Cleone, no An d then bro = i 
their driving Home, "they" hdd" appeare 


a ſilent meeting; but, at their parting, 

ſhe forgot not do remind them ðf the ex 

. viſit on the Thurſda following. 
4s 5 t Atte OF 


That night Crudeliz' and ket” ſon were 
both to ſup abroad, (thoꝰ not together) 
which left theſe female friends an op- 
portunity agreeably of furniſhing them- 
ſelves with converſation; a favour the 
would gladly have difpenſed with oftner; 
for, where we fear, the true felicity of 
love or friendſhip muſt be wanting! ex. 
cepting only the pleaſing fear, or care, o 
giving: any Ham to thoſe we fo tem 

„ 903 „dei 
2 Almira aſted Cleche, 5 e thought 
of this Florello, now) The” had heard rd, 48 
well as ſeen him ? IN 


"She' anfwered,” be appeared® "he 
chought)1avaiiube in mifid as Perſori“ if 
he 


% 
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he was not Jeceitſul, like too many of 
his ſex z but he has given one inſtance 
of his 8 added ſhe, that calls 
fr no ſuſpicion, his ewe = to 
every other wWomam. 


Fie, "Be, *Eleone, did Ate, ſuffer 
not thy kind. pa rtjality ſo much to pre- 
poſſeſs thee. rhe travellers, 1 in order 
to become 381 reeable, are often found to 
be thus vit of their praiſes; which, 
generally, are as light and tranſient, as 
the air thro! which they are conveyed: 


and, yet, how many melancholy proofs 


are daily given, of credulous poor girls 
being taken in thoſe . thrown | out 
to catch Their, folly! 


That is very true, my dear, ( replied 


the other) a 7 robably it was one of 
am 


thoſe poor damſels gave birth to an old 
favourite ſong. of mine; which is {6 
4 propos to what you, have, been ſaying, 
that | mul Ling it to you. The Or 
were theſe: | h 
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% a }© vom 00! ail 131929b 30n z8w of. 
nce Aurelia pretty, fair and u,, Hd. 
alls Out ap den windoro fag hui 0 10 
o 3 91 of cage, ro rieb ſome nioeiro bend, 

1 Unwary birds to draus 
* | a | - off 77 in the cage was put, 12 
aa J al the temper bers _ 

| Al laſt a ſparrow, filly uit! 
der 2 Came hopping ou the frare. 
to 5 * 
ch, i Alas, poor bird! Aurelia aid, 4 
as Confnement is thy fate 57988 
d > But little thought the harmleſs maid - 
ofs That it would be ber ſlate: FI 
ris Till young Alexis, rich and Jar 
* Aurelia chanc'd to ſee; 
Who fil'd ber untaught beart with carey 

_ And do entrapp'd was ſve, 
1 Almira thanked Cleone for the ſong, 
0 and told her, ſhe believed i it Was her OWN, 
2 But Cleone aſſured her it Was not, and 
fl that ſhe had been told it Was wrote, by a 
. young lady, when ſhe was eleyen years 
o/ old. 


But, to reſume our former ſubject, 
added ſhe, ſince you have always ſuffered 
me 


r 


HISTORY 
nook Ty 6] 2111 W JOY 50 
(ere ſera iter's f reedosh] with you, 
yained, $6ithecfiirend's, Iatouldad vide; Al. 
mira ich forifycher heart withcall its na- 
tive noble ſrength] to ſtand the repeated 
force gi ihis ung gentleman's accom- 
pliſhments. F org; ubprepeted: with: ne- 
ceſſary caution, many a general, as brave 
48; 28 haut rend of) has 
been taken by ſurprize. While you re- 
main thus idnocently unanuoned,, Naber 
me, yon are inen im bv 
1 3499X9) l 20 03 129 S1 8 

But vou, wult ie e you 
thiol: bis forces are detached to other 
quarters. But tell me, Do youdn reality 
deſire to ſee this lady ? or, would you 
not, at leaſt, be as well pleaſed with — 
continuance, of his agreeable account of 
her? ſince, ſhould ſhe. prove, unworthy 
the compariſon. of being like Jou. me- 
thinks. the afflont would vex you; and, 
if ſuperior to ꝓou, in your opinion, 
(hoe modeſt, impartiality, I know, 
migbt o/niati tho nd other perſon might 
allow it juſt) pray who would wiſh, or 
court oceafion, for thinking NP of 
their oun perfsctions 8 vailimt , 2109! 
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But, MDOP | have this * artoſity ſoon 
ſatisfied· Ide ſaid, (you may remember) 
that he ſnould be, Bene Thats y mee 
y than all other companies on exert 
could make him; therefore, „this All: 
excelling fair- one will” Jeuſſure you, 
moſt certainly be xhere. _czaomA! ag 
VI 26 IET9NDD S NR AMOINUS?) V1stt33 
And deſt thou really chink ſlie wil, 
Cleone ** (replied Almjra) f T-was ſurt 
of that, T would not go; fof N you know, 
never loved mix'd company And ſhe is 
quite a ſtranger to us all, (except indeed 
Florello) for even Andaffdap dom ſne 
is to viſit did not ſeem to know her, 

when ſhe was mentioned; beſides, at 
Preſent, I am not fond of cultivating 
new.acquaintance : whenT beeome more 
miſtreſs of myſelf, than now, with any 
ſatisfaction, A can be; I may, perhaps, 
chink otherwiſe. No; my Cleone, theu 
ſhalt go, I think, alone that evening, and 


carry an "excuſe for me: I ſſrall be bets 


ter ſatisſied with thy accoumt of wWhar has 
Paſſed, than iff had myſelf been pteſent. 
10 AH bluou, ode YSIQ \ (flu 1 018 
20 Andwere ts! be ſoʒ my friend (repſied 
Clcone, ſmiling) and izetiy ay 
eared 


* '* 
18 


feared rival, or 
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what 1s her name, 
appear? I Know not whether. friendſhip 
might not puniſh me, as much as love 
might prohably another perſon I could 
name. There is a bird, I have heard of, 
which (when it hides its head) imagines 
no one can ſee it; but, had that bird been 
bleſſed with, reaſon! would not you, 
yourſelf, have wondered more at ach a 
HOI OPIN © dr NU 2 ] 00 

1 Ans e 193 chat * 
bird I ever heard of, could have a wilder 
note than thine at preſent. Friendſhip and 
love, and birds that hide their heads 
Prithee, dear Cleone, ſpeak intelligibly, 
that I may better a bann I ſhould 


anſwer thee. 


That 1 ill do, replied the other, when 
the reſerved Almira is pleaſed to give her 
friend a better reaſon for deſiring to 
avoid this Viſit. Do you remember theſe. 
two lines? wrote by an author, I the 
moſt eſteem. The n Sf love,” 
my nach wy IE is called. DO 
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e, & | f on 499 ei ir . 10 elevit 591821 
W Al ha we Heut, er bet "ef ink, ur 
Ve & 1 ay, fr e 175 (it 1100 gen 
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n * Then, cried Almira, mou Huſt cer. 
u, tainly confeſſed e in love, cee 
2 No, no, 3 the other but chou, | 
22 without confeſſing it, art certainly in 
FI love, N ſoit runs much better. 


d hut were ie fo, indeed, Cleone, ſince 
bow I can à little plainer comprehend 
„ | 7 thy meaning) is it not prudent, if we 
d ſee a dangerous quickſand, to keep clear 
pofit, if poſſible? Should I allow your 
ſtrange ſuggeſtion to be juſt, theſe lines 
(rho* not ſo good) may prove as applica- 
ble as yours, you juſt now quoted. 


If love attempts to tours the virgin s cye, 
O, let her, quickly, from the tempter y 
But » ſhould 4 * once diſturb. her geutle reſt, 
Confine the priſoner cloſe <vithin, her breaſt... 
For buried lamps, they ſay, for ages lie; 
But, when they are expos'd ro fight, they die. 


Well, 


a. 
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Well, now, my innocently artful 
friend (replied Cleone), I find you then 


had only wiſely fortified a heart you did ; 


not chooſe to own there was the leaſt 
neceſſity for guarding ; but, notwith- 
ſtanding all precaution, this hero will, 
I fee, ar laſt be conqueror ! and yet, as 
certainly, you will ſee this conqueror at 
your mercy, or I am much miſtaken. 


Juſt here, a haſty rap at the ſtreet- 


door ſurprized them into filence ; and, 


preſently, a ſervant brought up a letter 
left by a ſtranger, who (he ſaid) had bu- 
ſineſs with his lady Crudelia, and of great 


conſequence. 


The perſon hearing ſhe was not at 


home, deſired the letter might be taken 


care of, that ſhe might have it the mo- 


ment ſhe returned. 


Almira ſaw it was her couſin Flavillo's 
hand ; upon which, Cleone was curious 
to diſcover the contents, if poſſible, ſay- 
ing, that from a quarter ſo diverting, 
they might. find ſomething to occaſion 
laughter, and hardly ſhonld diſcover any 
a plot 
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" 9 W. le 
then t of x much importance... 15 She, there 


forc, as 4 was made up neghgently, an 


1 without a Caſe, by turning ir abouc, perz 
ich. ceived that, he was. then 2 the 
will, moſt ungentle, on ſome affair of debt, 
tas being in a bailiffs houſe, where he de- 
rat fired immediately to ſee. his, mother. _ 


s Juſt after they had ſatisfisd * cu- 
> riolity, Crudelia came home, and in a 
gayer humour than they were. often uſed 
do ſee her ;—a kind preparative ! for the 
by. © unwelcome oppoſite ſhe was to meet 
with; but which is too obſervable in the 


L 

* occurrences of human life, where joy 
and ſorrow do as generally fore-run each 

2 3 other, as th does the ſahſtanck. 


She did not preſently. perceive the 
letter on the table; which, when ſhe 
had found, and read, her much diſorder- 
ed "tic would Gn diſcovered, that 
ſome unpleaſing . buſineſs, it, contained, 
had they not already known it. _ But-ſhe 
ſcemed carefal that they ſhould not diſ- 
cern it; and putting it into ber pockets 
preſently withdrew ; and, as they after- 
wards were told, "Graded Hacki 

Vol. I. F — 
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coach to be called inſtantly 3 and for 


that night they ſaw no more of her, as 
it was 1 971 * when ſhe returned. 


The en follo they beheld 
che ſtrangeſt Wee er manner of 
behaviour. A- conſcious ſatisfaction, ta- 
king pains to hide itſelf from obſerva- 
tion, = thoughtfulneſs and doubt, 


ſucceeded by a penetrating look of ſtrong 5 


enquiry, would ſeem to fix her whole at- 


tention on Almira; and, with a kinder 1 
voice than uſual, ſhe aſked her, if ſne 


did not wonder where her couſin Flavillo 
was ? 


Almira anſwered her, that ſhe had 


certainly no right to be anne con- 
cerning him. 


At which, Crudelia laughed, and ſaid, 
Well, but however, you will not be 
angry if I ſhould tell you, I ſuppoſe! | 
He {ſent me word laſt night, how much 


againſt his inclination he was detained 


by an _ acquaintance, who obliged him 


to go out of town with him; but he 
n to return to day, and he defired 


Me 
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for me to preſent his beſt reſpects and love 
The air and purport of this counter- 
held feited ſtory, you may ſuppoſe, amazed 
er o them not a little; nor could Almira, 
1, ca- ever ſtrenuous in her love of truth, tell 
erva. how to anſwer her civilly; and, there- 
dubt, fore, breakfaſt being over, ſhe roſe in 
rong > haſte, and went to her apartment, with- 
e at- out making any anſwer to it. 
indet y e 
f fe _ Crudelia, without ceremony to Cleone, - 
willo (whom ſhe both feared and hated) went 
= out directly; telling her ſervants, ſhe _ 
> ſhould not come home till evening. 
had © ; os 
con- It will be proper here, to let the reader 
"2 Know, to what this change, ſo viſible in 
708 her, was owing ; tho? it was long before 
aid, 
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Almira or Cleone could account for it. 


When ſhe went out the night before, 
in order to releaſe her ſon from a large 
debt, for which his taylor had arreſted 
him, (which ſum ſhe had given him long 


ut be 
efired 
me 


before to pay) he was no ſooner cleared 
from that, than the ſame officer pre- 
ry F 2 ſented 
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ſented _ with ſuch another billet, for 
4 goldſmith's bill, amounting to a hun- 
dred pounds, for a. gold watch, ſnuff- 
box, and AV variety of wertens crinkess. 


dis ſecond ſhock, his mother was no 
way Prepared for; firſt, as ſhe had not 
brought a ſum ſuffrient witk her, to 
diſcharge . And ſecondly,” the uſe and 
nature of that debt the had not been 
Kon wich. 


The ſon was likewiſe as pepe 
himſelf for this; and knew not what 
to ſay, for a conſiderable time; at laſt, 
an evil genius, ever ready to aſſiſt its 
pupil, bel d him out, and bade him 
ton the following rate N 


That finde the raſcal of 2 ET PIER 
had, he faid, through his impertinent 
mpatience, obliged him to diſcover it 

ore he intended it; why, he muſt 
1921 her, but he would ſoon be even with 
dhe ſccundrel for it. Then taking her 


to the remoteſt 2 of the W r Pro- 
<eeded chus- g 
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That all thoſe baubles, ;,were the pre- 
Pte he had mace his couſin. Mira; 5 but 
that ſuch; was her peculiar way of think- 
ing, that though fhe privately had fuf- 
fered him to make his addreffes to her, 
the would not give him leave to make 
it known, not even to ber, till he 
thought proper, and that he could not 
tell how Joon. he might be able to pro- 
nounce ber his, thoſe preſents he had 
made her, having obliged her greatly; 
but, added he, you muſt not, madam, 
for the world, take the leaſt notice of 


it, for it would everlaſtingly offend her. | 


This ſtory reconciled the partially 
weak · ſighted mother, to the parting with 
her money, which, on the following day, 

the carried to him, but told him fhe 
thought indeed the watch was needleſs, 
Almira having a very handſome one be- 
fore, that was her mother's. That was, 
he faid, too large a fize, and now not 
taſhionable ; which anſwer ſatisfied, and 
ſhe was thus, at the fame time, both 
pleaſed and cheated. Bur the lovely in- 
offenſive ſubject of this fraud, was to be 


Fy - made 
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made too much a ſufferer hy it, though 
ignorant of all. for a conkigcaable time. 

201 ed 03 D593) 0 
Flavillo chought himſelf! n now unde 
the neceſſity, in order to prevent his be- 
ing detected by his mother, to alter his 
behaviour, when obſerved by her in 
talking 49 his couſin; and being never 
uſed to join reſpect With love, which 
laſt, he thought it was neceſſary for him 
to affect a little of, Almira often was 
provoked to reprimand him warmly, for 
the want of ſuch reſpect, which anger, 
he | prevailed on weak Crudelia to miſ- 
conſtrue, as a mark of her affection for 
him, which ſhe was ſo deſirous to have 
concealed. He gave a ſample of this 
conduct, the very evening he was re- 
leaſed, which both Almira, and Cleone, 
took at firſt to be occaſioned by an ex- 
ceſs of joy, mingled with wine, on be- 
ing delivered from the unpleaſing ſitua- 
tion, which they knew he had been in. 
But finding the continuance of it daily, 
Almira ſoon began to grow very un- 
happy, and had been more ſo, but that 
ſhe often recollected a: he had diſ- 
covered. to her, thas his affections fo 
betore 
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before engaged. This, as be ikke wiſe 
well remembered, he was in great per · 
plexity, at being obliged to hazard the 
diſobliging her, for fear ſhe! ſhould diſ- 

cloſe that ſecret to his mother And 
thus embarrafied by his own ſimplicity, 
he made a ſtill more aukward figure. He 
had reaſon to be certain, he ſhould 
never gain her approbation of his match 
in view, of | which the following theets 


give a more full account ; his head not 


deing jormed to make a politician, he 
found himſelf embarked in an affair that 
might turn out his ruin, as Crudelia's 
paſſion, molt predominant, was avarice. 
But it was now too late to remedy all 
that he wiſhed unſaid; and be muſt 
now wade on through mire, with 
which he had himſelf jurrounded, tho? 
nothing good, he feared, could de ex- 
pected from . 


Bu womill b derte pee 
and attend Amanda's wedding day, 
which being come, Clone ſo prevailed 
with her preponderating friend, that ſhe 
ä — 2 — 
da told her, ſne indeed appeared her- 

F 4 ſelf 
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ſel the empreſs of a bridal day; tho 


every bride cannot be juſtly compli- 
mented with the endowments and beha- 
viour of Al mira: Her dreſs was likewiſc 
ſuitable, being a new white ſattin, juſt 
made up, as ſecond mourning for her 


father „Her head - dreſs, therefore, Was 1 


plain cypreſß only, on which that day, 
by way of eompliment, ſhe wore white 
ribbands, in the place of black; and 
as her perſon was above the aid of orna- 
ments, ſhe looked as amiable as all the 
ſtudied. oppoſites of colours, aſſiſted by. 
the richeſt glittering of jewels, gold or or 
ſilver, ande dar made ares 22 


< 


The company invited, were got there 


before Almira and Cleone. Amanda 
met them on their entering the room, 
with that diſtinguiſhed eaſe and complai- 
ſance, which is peculiar to good breed- 
ing; and Fidelio, her worthy ſpouſe, 
addreſſed Almira to the following effect; 

he told her, he had been premeditating 


ſome revenge, but ſince the fair defen - 


dant had appeared, he muſt expect no 
Pardon from the e then preſent, 
Sk m1 £ 01450682 8 Ut ſhould 
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ſhould he proceed ee eg the 


nen * 1 Sbiid Mv: 
Daß e if, οο⁰νν 203 div nad 

She begged to know the intended ffs 
8 It is enough to tel chat che 


ſufferers, madam, added he „would have 
included all who were herebifore you 
came, and my Amanda's heart miſled 


her to believe ſomething unwiſnhed mult 


certainly have happened ; when- you, 
who ſtood foremoſt in her wiſhes, could 


be the laſt in gratifying them, for all 


our little ſenate are aſſembled; but this, 


he told her in a whiſper; though by the 
pleaſed appearances of all the company, 
they might not, perhaps, have been diſ- 
pleaſed to hear the preference given to 
Almira; for there was not a glance of 
envy: ſcen that evening, to oppoſe the 
admiration viſible in every countenance, 
towards that accompliſned and deſerving 
beauty, an inſtance very ſeldom met 
with even in the politeſt companies. This 
party was indeed not large, as it con- 
ſiſted only of the following ten; Aman- 


da, and her ſpouſe; Almira and Clone; $5) 
Florello; and a lovely youth of ſixteen | 
ren of age, the only child Amanda 

had 


- — 
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had been bleſſed with Mariane and her 
ſpouſe; Horatio guſt then married; Lu- 
cretia, a young lady of good fortune, 
and uncommon underſtanding, which 
ſhe was going to give unuſual proof of, 
by rewarding in Valentio, wit and me- 
rit, though unaccompanied with that, 


which does too often weigh both down, 


that glittering droſs, which many of the 
undeſerving part of the world are made 
conſpicuous by. He, her intended 


ſpouſe, was Jikewiſe there, a gentleman - 


of a diſtinguiſted family, but trifling 
eſtate; and ihe was miſt reſs of a for- 
tune ſufficient for them both, being an 
beireſs at her own diſpoſal. 


As ſoon as tea was brought in, Flo- 
rello knowing Amanda's taſte agreed 
with his, inſi ed be might have the ho- 
nour that generally is beſtowed on ſer- 
vants, to make their waiting needleſs. 


-» 'Almira now began to caſt an eye or 
obſervation round, for the expected lady 
beforementioned, who was ſo much her 
hkeneſs; but thought ſhe was a ſtranger 
to. _ or no one the faw there * 
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be the perſon; however, ſhe determined 
not to ask Amanda concerning her, tho? 
full of ſecret curioſity and expectation. 
Nor were there any, by whoſe behaviour 
ſhe could be miſled to think, the had 
diſcovered: her, excepting Mariane, who 
acquainted intimately. with Flo- 
rello, and having more of the free and 
faſhionable deportment, than Almira had 
been uſed to, that inclined her to a par- 
ticular examination of her, for ſome. 
time; the was indeed agreeable, but 
nothing more, nor could ſhe long re- 
main in this ſuſpence, before ſhe found, 
by the reciprocal expreſſion, my dear, 
that ſhe was married. That, my dear, 
is often a kind intelligible word; and 
but for that, we might ſometimes be at 
a loſs for a long while, to find the con- 
Jugal alliance our, though theſe indeed, 
were quite a happy couple, or at leaſt 
as happy as any can be truly ſaid to be. 


Horatio was * or too reſerved a 
diſpoſition, which rendered him not the 
beſt qualified, either for making him- 
elf appear agreeable, or for ſupporting 
Ar eloquently. © This made 


him, 
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him, after tea was over, propoſe | the 
calling ia the aid of cards: to which 
Amanda, witch her uſual frankneſs, (ac- 
companied by a polite civility) replied, 
No tt my good friend, I beg you to ex- 
tuſe me; for I will nor thank you for 
that propoſition now: cards may, I own, 
ſometimes be found uſeful auxiliaries to 
am aſſembly,” where the parties are un- 
able to fupport themſelves without 
them; but I have ever thought, it ſeem- 
ed to argue a conſciouſneſs of barren 
converſation, when they are ſuffered to 
engroſs fociety. And, therefore, you 
wilt now, I am ſure, exclude them; 
and allow hkewiſe, that this my plea 
needs no apology; (conſidering the 
company here am favoured with) nor 
could I, at this time, forgive cheir robs” 
| bery and interruption. 


a f 


He ſmiled, and bowed ; aſking her 
pardon, and the whole circle ; and 
owned, that all ſhe faid was uſt ; yet 
looked a little as tho* he wiſhed ir other. 
wiſe,” for he was very fond of that diver- 
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a che ſame way of thinking with Amanda, 
- and Elorello added, that he thought 
, Gere were ſome other reaſons which 
3 would juſtify har due diſlike of them. 
* As frſt, the intereſted motive chat is 


doo generally annexed to playing at 
cards: the ſudden alterations made in 
the fineſt forms and tempers, which are 
otherwiſe not bad; which ſhall, (con- 
tinued he) as I was once myſelf a much- 
ſurpriʒzed ſpectator of, in a few mo- 
ments, from a run of bad ſucceſs, tranſ- 
port a lady furiouſly to let her anger 
fall from her fingers on the ears and face 
of a young gentleman, who had indeed 
been impolite enough to beat her firſt, 

with his unfortunate good luck! chat 
evening. 


Ar this, Almira ſtarting, cried, Can 
that be Feber And do you ſay, you 
Jaw it, far ? But, pray, what could that 
Poor unhappy Creatures education be ? 


e (returned F Jarells} 3 
deed, as you ſuſpect, I find, Jay the Chief 
blame; and, it is to education often, 

many 
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wives, „bil ches peat >ci0p {ent many 
othets) could ſhew us numbers of. Nor 
is our ſex leſs faulty, in my opinion; for 
there are, I am afraid, an equal number 
of bad huſbands: only, that many vices 
being, by cuſtom, as well as reaſon, 
deemed more excuſable in men than wo- 
= men ; foibles, in the one, are counted 
| crimes ; which are not taken notice of, 
1 or only ſmiled at, in the other. As in 5 
particular, inconſtancy ; though, for my 
part, I own ſincerely, that, when married, 
both the man and woman ought to be 
equally, I think, under the ſame reſtricti- 
ons; ſuch as wiſdom, love, and virtue, 
always ſhould approve of. 
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O, ſir, cried Mariane, your diſcourſe 
on marriage brings to my remembrance, 
that I have never ſhewn you, (tho? I pro- 
miſed it) thoſe verſes I was favoured 
with, wrote by a young lady to her new- Þ* 
married friend. The | be pleaſing 
to this whole aſſembly; and there are ; 
fome, beſides yourſelf, I know, here pre- 
fent, who are admirers of e 
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hben, taking them out of her pocltet- 

71 Look; ſhe: gave them to Floreilo; who 

or (being defired foro do) read them alouid. 

or They eee 6t #2 251 210 # 
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es 0 my ne friend, by: Blaſt bl | b: 

n, 71715 4 dear but daring aruft : 

o- Sbe ſhould happreft be, ov 'beft, 

d Mere but love and fortune juſt. 
Bat, in marriage, maids muſt ſteer 

m On a dark, and doubiful ſea ; 

Were too often rocks are near, 

d, 85 When from danger all looks free. 


Zet, if fowl, and form, can 'charm 1 
Youth and wit, and honour foin'd, 


You, my friend, are ſafe from hari; 
Miſtreſs of a grateful mind ! 
= : Love, from reaſon, borrows bliſs , 
9 T here, ſecure, your triumph reigns : 


| He, who knows what merit is, 
7 Cannot wound your beart with pains. 


; All ſmiled on Mariane e be- 
i blieving they were wrote to her, ſhe being 


© WH bur fately married; but ſhe. aſſured 
Amanda, (when ſhe aſked her) that they 
were not; for, if they had, ſhe ſhould 


NOT 
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not have had ſufficient vanity to bear 
erſelf to ſhew them, however proud 
e might have been of ſuch a compli- 


* * 4 8 9 * 
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ment. 


They all expreſſed themſelves pleaſed 
with the lines; but in particular Lu- 
cretia, who likewiſe told them, ſhe had 
met with them before; and, as ſhe was 
ſeldom known to be a favourer of rhyme, 
(her genus being more adapted to the 
graver ſtudies) her admiration might 
be partial; as the ſubject they were 
wrote upon affected her not diſagreea- 
bly ; for ſhe was then, herſelf, juſt go- 
ing to enter into the matrimonial ſtate, 
as was before obſerved. | 


I have been ſilently taking myſelf to 
task, my dear Amanda, faid' Fidelio, on 
thoſe three words my friend Florello 
Juſt now made uſe of, —wiſdom, love, 
and virtue, in the married ſtate ; and I 

am proud to find myſelf ſo equal to 
the examination, as to the laſt two of 
them: but, as to wiſdom, I am only 
certain, that I fet out with her in mar- 
riage ; but, whether I have loft her in 
8 : 3 my 


ar 


"34: if 
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vy journey, that thou canſt beſt inform 
me. However, if I haye, ; ks 
Amanda neyer wanted her, we could 
not be, I am convinced, without her. 


And if, (replied Amandaz) to. have 
for twenty years been governed by the 
rules of love and virtue] are not marks 
of wiſdom on your fide, | pray, who 
would wiſh to change the happy folly ? 
This may, indeed, be ſaid of wiſdom 
(ſingly), that it is not ſufficient, always, 


to give happineſs. We have had, you 


ow, too many proofs of that, in thoſe 
we have been acquainted with; where, 
from the one's being conſcious of poſſeſ- 
ſing thoſe accompliſhments of mind the 
other wanted ; by the contempt, which 
that produced, both were too ſoon poſ- 
ſeſſed of leſs content than many an hum- 
ble cottager; and were, at length, bereft 


3 | of all domeſtic comfort 


Madam, replied Horatio, I now in- 
tirely acquieſce with you, concerning 
cards; and am aſhamed, when I reflect 


on my too thoughtleſs propoſition. 


In converſation, ſuch as you yourſelf 
1 oblige 
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oblige us with, to liſten is to edify: 


and we, new; married auditors; 1 think, 
HC | ouly Jars and any ren 


nne 14 1990 1 2 # * „ | 


That may be very true, my dear, 


cried Mariane, in your opinion; yet! 


muſt beg your pardon, for I cannot in- 1 


tirely agree to it; at leaſt, you know, a 


woman's privilege is ſpeaking : a ſtander- 
by, ſometimes. likewiſe, you know, ſees 


more than thoſe who play, they often 
do: therefore, why may we not be then 
allowed ſuch privilege to ſpeak, where 
to conceal our thoughts were inexcula- 


ble; that is, obſerve, | ſuppoſing them 


worth hearing. And you, I think, have 
hſtened now to ſuch a good effect, that! 
could not have pardoned yeu, had you 
concealed: the influence which truth and 
Juſtice had upon you. The ſubject we 
are now upon, is a-propos. Now it 
was always my opinion, madam, (to 
Amanda) that there can be no medium 
in the marriage ſtate. | Take care, my 
dear, (then ſmiling on Horatio) that ! 
may never er f that ny of think- 
ing. 


A batchelor 


FAB”. 
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A batchelor has little right to plead | 
in ſuch a cauſe; whefe' he can certainly 
have had no practice, (returned Valentio ) 


but what that lady has been faying 


(looking on Mariane) ſerves as my plea.; 
and it is with me a query, Whether tlie 
medium, madam, is not much rather 
to be wiſhed for, than the extteme of 
happineſs ! which ought to terrify re- 
flection; ſince that cannot be laſting. 
Mortality itſelf forbids it; and, when 
we are exalted to fo high a pitch, how 
great muft naturally be the apprehenſion 
of a fall, not poſſible to be again, on 
earth, recovered ! h | 


But is not this an odd confeffion of 
your ſentiments (replied Fidelio) in your 
lady's preſence? Nay, even before ſhe 


is your lady too? 


This cauſed a general ſmile; to which 
Valentio anſwered, he ſhould eſteem him- 
ſelf no better than a hypocrite, (a cha- 
racter he ever moſt deteſted) if he was 
capable of uttering, any other ſentiments 
than thoſe his heart ſhould dictate. 


G 2 Lucre- 
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„Lueretis replied, ſhe ſhould never 
have thought ſo favourably of him, but 
for that way of thinking. Nor could 
e a gc Min 
would be courred with hypocriſy and 
flattery; when, with the lover, they 
thould looſe reſpect and tenderneſs. The 
baſis to build happineſs upon, is friend- 
ſhip certainly, not adoration. The pu- 
niſhment of ſuch idolatrous devotion, 
too ſoon denotes the crime of fo miſ- 
placed an adulation, to any mortal being; 
and, where ſuch ſhameful ſacrifice is 
offered, the offerer is ſeldom worth re- 
ceiving. 5 


8 £ 


Madam, replied Amanda, theſe are 
ſentiments, as juſt (in my opinion) as, I 
am afraid, they are uncommon, in the 
preſent age. But, it were to be wiſhed, 
that ſuch could be imprinted on the me- 
mory of every ſingle woman. 


What a, pity it was, that poor Do- 
rinda was not guided by ſuch a happy 
depth of penetration ! You have heard, 
no doubt, her melancholy ſtory. 
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The lug} anſwering, 80 had Hot, 
Amanda thus related i 1 8 5 
| Dorinda was a lady of dane 
beauty, ſenſe, and fortune, and an only 
child to an indulgent mother, her father 
being dead, She was of an age ſuſ- 
ceptable of ſoft impreſſions, wanting 
ſeveral years of twenty, when her ill- 


fortune threw her into the way of one, 


whom ſhe was ſoon, (too ſoon alas !) 
prevailed upon to receive as the moſt ar- 
dent lover! and, conſequently, ſhe, too 
loon, became a lover too. His form, 
dreſs, cquipage; were all moſt glaringly 
attracting ! and his fortune was repre- 


ſented greatly ſuperior to the expectations 


of her own; tho' he indeed pretended 
it was in another kingdom. — Her mo- 
ther was equally conſenting to their 
nuptials. Her wedding - cloaths were 
made, and day appointed: juſt before 
which, a lady, bathed in tears, deſired 
to ipeak with poor Dorinda and, in a 
manner the moſt moving, laid this dread- 
ful ſecret open! which ſhe, had before 
(by him) been frighted and perſwaded 
into keeping from her: 

G 3 —Thar 
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That ſhe had been for many years 
the wife of him who was to be ſoon 
Dorinda's huſband; which ſhe confirmed 
the truth of, by her produced certificate. 
— That ſhe had living many children 
by him, and was obliged to' ſtruggle hard 
herſelf, in order to maintain them, he 
being not able: And that the proſpect 
of Dorinda's fortune was the motive of 
this baſe action! which he had promiſed 
her a part of for ſecrecy; but that her 
love for him, and hatred of ſo black an 
action, forced her to make this ſad diſ- 
covery; regardleſs of the conſequences 
(as to herſelf) if ſhe could ſave an in- 
jured ſtranger from ſuch threatning ſure 
deſtruction ! and preſerve her huſband 
from ſo deep a guilt! ” 


And melancholy were, indeed, the 
' conſequences which attended it, to that 
unhappy innocent ! who, loving this im- 


moral monſter, almoſt to diſtraction, 


fickened thro! grief, in a few days, with 
a malignant. fever, which relieved her 


ſoon from human baſeneſs ; but, a ſhort 


time before her death, ſhe gathered 


calmneſs ſuited to the ſtate ſhe was then 


In, 
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. in, and left that fortune, as ſhe choſe, 
: amongſt her kindred, ating W She 
23 "5 provec} her undoing 


They = — 43 thanks, 
for — relation of this ſtory, notwith- 
ſtanding it had coſt ſome of them tears, 
who had not been before acquainted 
with it; among which number, Cleone 
ſeemed the moſt affected, nor could ſhe 
raiſe her ſpirits all that evening; which 
her kind friend Almira, ſoon perceiving, 
rallied her upon, and told her, the 
ſhould believe ſhe was related to, or elſe 
acquainted. with, that lady, if ſhe conti- 
nucd her concern much longer. 


Cleone blamed herſelf for ſuch an 
ill- timed weakneſs, and promiſed to drive 
it from her memory; but, added, that 
ſhe never was indeed ſo much affected 
with a ſtory of a perſon ſhe had never 
any knowledge of, Y 


Fidelio then deſired they might 58 
this melancholy hiſtory, by waiting on 
the muſic that attended them in the 
long gallery; * they muſt all, he 


4 ſaid, 
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ſaid, oblige, him with andance; as it 7 
was always his opinion, that the bodys 


exerciſe was full as neceſſary as the 
mind's; „ begging. my own good ſerious 


lady's pardanf there, (pointing to his 


Amanda) who, to confirm her readineſs 


to obey, gave him her hand to lead the 


way for all the reſt to chooſe their part- 
ners. Next Mariane, very willingly, 
gave hers to her Horatio: Valentio 
claimed Lucretia's; and Plorello court- 
ed with his eyes, as well as with his 
hand and voice, the partner whom he 
moſt deſired. The young Amintor was 
the only perſon left for Cleone : and 
thus they all proceeded to the gallery. 


Their entertainment there, may better 
be imagined, than deſcribed; it giving 
room for little converſation worth re- 
citing; tho? agreeable to thoſe concerned. 


After ſome hours fatigue of pleaſure, 
they left off awhile, to give ſome reſt 
both to themſelyes and the muſicians, 
whom Amanda ordered to go down for 
ſome refreſhment, Mean while ſhe went 
likewiſe to give ſome neceſſary orders * 

| the 
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This gallery was handſomely adorned 


44 


with pictures by the fineſt hands; which 


ſoon attracted every eye, then more ' Ar 
leiſure to obſerve then.. 
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Almira's whole attentioh, for ſonte 
time, was taken up in contemplating 


and comparing the features of two cele- 
brated beauties; inſomuch, that not ob- 
ſerving who it was that ſtood behind 
her, and thinking that it was Cleone, 
(molt of the company being got to the 
other end of the gallery, examining ano- 
ther famous piece, ſhe cried, Do but 
obſerve, Cleone, the difference of theſe 


rival beauties! How lovely is the look 
of modeſty in one! compared with the 


too conſcious air of the other! Is ſhe 
not, think ye, {pointing to the firſt ſhe 
ipoke of) the ſweeteſt form you ever faw ? 
Forgive me, madam, (in a low voice, 
replied Floretlo) that 4 dare diffent from 
an opinion, ſueh as yours, in any thing? 
but tho? Þ both muſt ſee and own, thit 
modeſty has- certainly the moſt atrract- 
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ing charms ; yet, I have ſeen a more 
engaging form that that, in my opinion; 
and then in much contuſion, looking 
firſt round, to ſee if any one was near, 
he from his pocket took a box, ſealed up 
in a paper; and ſaid, will you forgive 
me this preſumption, deareſt madam ? 
preſſing it eagerly in her hand; it is only 
to convince you, that I have in beauty, 
a better taſte than you, in all things 
elle, I own myſelf widely inferior to 
you. 


Almira, who by this time was co- 
vered with no leſs contuſion than Flo- 
rello, from obſerving her, miſtake, and 
his reply, was, with a trembling hand, 
juſt going to open it, when he prevent- 
ed her by whiſpering haſtily, not here, 
for. pity's ſake, dear madam; and the 
company juſt then approaching towards 
them, ſhe conveyed it to her pocket un- 
perceived, but could not hide fo eaſily, 
the flutter it had put her ſpirits into, 
which was not increaſed a little, by the 


humorous ſpeech Fidelio made, who 


coming up to her that moment, ac- 
coſted her as follows. So, my fair friend! 
One 


f 
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One would have thought the ſun, as lively 


as he locks to day, 


* 


5 cx? - il * (tach 6 
Had wanted warmth, without a lever aig y 


To light up that carnation. 1 


It is well, good ſir, returned Almira, 


there is a prologue to, your ſpeech, 
whoſe power has art in it to_make the 
reſt be pardoned, for even raillery js ſa- 
cred, when the name of friendſhip is 
annexed to it. | 


And therefore, madam, added he, 1 
have a right, I hope you will allow, to 
be obliged in any reaſonable requeſt I 
make you? There is a plot againſt you, 
I was in truth the author of it, but all 
here, are now made. parties in it like- 
wiſe ; you are to prove, whether or no, 
this gallery deſerves the famous charac- 
ter it bears, for crediting the voice in 
ſinging. And yonder comes my wife, 


to ſecond me in this requeſt, I am ſure z 


which all there, joining in the defiring 
of, Almira was prevailed upon to ſing 
the following ſong. 


Flow 
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Hou  pretched. is the ul mend, 
50 7 FI, 5 7 177 
TH polls feery courſe, engage, 

5 556 the 1 05 of the age. 

n Wit fepture new de Ar fes, 

Wins Mg 1 oertaking fires. 


No foye but ſuch can hope io laſt, 
As reaſon finds, and fixes faſt * 

As unallay d aud virtuous tove, ' 
May cosy from the femole above: 
Who void of mo: tal's vice, or art, 
On cnc beftowos its little heart. 


O virtue] hat on earth can be, 
So lovely as feet conſtaucy; 


M here ſouls, by marriage bands are joined, 


Which time improves, if thou art kind, 
But whe: e thou. virtue, Wit not bleſs, 
Toe greateſt fate is rk n. 


All were unanimous in their applauſe, 
and admiration of Almira's voice, ex- 
cept Florello; who could find juſt then. 
no language ſufficient? to expreſs his 
thoughts in, therefore conveyed them 
only in a ſigh. And preſently the bell 
informing them their ſupper "waited, 
they 701180 ok the gallery, and were par- 
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takers of as elegant an entertainment, 
as could be furniſhed, by a taſte fo equal 
to it, as Amanda's. It was enlivened 
by the band of muſick ; who were 
ſeated at one end of a large room, where- 
in they ſupped, and played at every 
health propoſed, till ordered to with- 
draw again, to give an hour's opportu- 
nity for converſation, and likewiſe, that 
they might. again regale themſelves with 
reſt and teaſting, till they were to attend 
this little. ball again. 8 V 


While they were variouſly amuſed 
with ſweetmeats, wine, and chearfulneſs, 
Horatio ſtarted the following health, 
ſuch laſting happineſs to all the unmar- 
ried, who were then preſent, when they 
changed their ſtate, as was poſſeſſed by 
his two worthy friends, the maſter, and 
obliging miſtreſs of the ceremony. As 
for myſelf, ſaid he, J have not yet ſerved 


my apprenticeſhip, and therefore cannot 


yer, you Know, ſer up for an cxampl-, 
or a maſter, 2 


They who ſer up too foon, repliccd 
Lucretia, are too often very oon made 
8 MY | =>. Dans 
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bankrupts; but 1 perſuade myſelf you 


5 P 
are. abaye, the danger, ſir 3 as well az i 
thoſ you PAYS: choſen for our patterns. t 


48 — cryed F Metin. it is too ; 
bold, and even preſumptuous for any of \ 
us, to believe ourſelves above it, r | 
while we feel, and think we really are ſo, WM 1 
we mult, like prudent ſoldiers, ſtand al. 
ways armed for unexpected danger, for 
various and undreamed of are the aſ- 
faults which frequently deſtroy, or ha- 
zard the deſtroying domeſtick happineſs 
T'wo friends of mine, experienced ſome 
years ſince, how neceſſary it was to do 
ſo, and thence deſpiſed an accident, that 
otherwiſe might probably have made 
them wretched. 


Aurelius and Cordelia, were a couple 
who had many years been known to be 
more bleſſed in matrimony, than moſt 
this age affords examples of; happy 
enough to, raiſe that ever ready fiend, 
1 fell envy, to endeavour ways and means, 
[ if poſſible, to ruin it. How to attempt 
it, was the only difficulty, for they were 
neyer happy: but in each others com- 


pany - 


= 


= 
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pany. A friend however, or rather 


juch a counterfeired one, as often takes 
the ſacred name of friendſhip; only to 
prophane it, laid this cruel ſcheme; he 
influenced a wretched, low, and wicked 
woman, to pretend ſhe had been de- 
luded by this worthy man, (whoſe cha- 
racter was an eſtabliſhed one, for virtue, 


and the abhorrence of ſuch guilt, eſpe- 


cially in wedlock) and that ſhe ſhould 
ſend home an infant, whom ſhe called 
his own, to be maintained by him: and 


many vile and falſe illiterate letters, 


were ſent to Aurelius, all to this effect. 


There was that mutual harmony, and 
happy confidence, in both Aurelius and 
his ſpouſe, concerning one another, that 
no one part of either's correſpondence, 
ever was concealed from the other's ſight. 
He had no ſooner read the firſt of theſe 
moſt infamous ' epiſtles, than with a 
countenance prolifick, equally of inno- 
cence, and great aftoniſhmenr, he gave 
it to his Cordelia. But what a bleſſed 
pre- eminence, has an eſtabliſhed virtue 
for ſne knew him juſtly, and there was 
a ſufficient proof of its ſuperiority given, 

in 
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in her Manger, of receiving it; ſince all 
uch artifice, could but impreſs her mind 
with nothing more than due contempt, 
and dete ſtation for the wretch, who had 


premedirared ſuch an execrable villainy, 


againſt her 75 ood Aurelius; nor had it 
power to deſtroy one moment of that 
telicity, whoſe apparent brightneſs had 
drawn forth, ſo dark a cloud of an in- 
fernal kind of envy; for any other mo. 
tive of peak, or malice, &c. could 
never be "diſcovered. But in a ſhort 
time after, a more ſucceſsful enemy to 
earchly happineſ, divided them effectu- 
ally, and he was taken from all ſenſe of 
ſuſfering, through human baſeneſs. Al- 
mira much applauded the happy forti- 
tude of mind Cordelia ſhewed, on this 
occaſion; adding, that ſhe believed there 
were too many happy couples, wha 
would be rendered otherwiſe in ſuch a 
caſe, though it muſt argue ſmall regard, 
ſhe owned, or elſe a very mean opinion 
certainly of one another ; when either a 
huſband, or a wife, can be by others in- 
fluenced to think the leaſt indifferently, 
of an object ſo before approved, and 

dear, from an experienced Merit. 
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To which Florello, with an air of 
gallantry, replyed: pong 


$ | Diftruf 1s 3 and a miſplac* 4 ſuſpicion 


Invites and juſtifies the falſehood fear d. 


So ſays the poet, whom my friend Fi- 
delio juſt now quoted, madam, I well 
remember; but though ſuſpicion often 
| believe invites, or is the cauſe, it never 
can, in my opinion, juſtify in matri- 


mony the ſmalleſt falſehood ; for, if I 


have a juſt idea of that ſacred ſtate, it 
is both emulative of a heavenly one, 
and ſhould, as nearly as is poſſible for 
mortals, approach, and repreſent the 
likeneſs of it, in purity and truth ; but, 


J am afraid too many of us, ſet out 


quite wrong, while we are ſingle ; and 
in our journey towards the married one, 
from falſe and glittering proſpects, then 
around us, deſtroy our reliſh, for the 
too generally plain domeſtic manſion we 
are going to inhabit. For courtſhip is, 
in fact, with moſt, mere maſquerade ; 
and wedlock, never fails to ſtrip off 
ſoon, each tes maſque, and many 
are with reaſon, ſhocked to ſee the ugly 
form a beauteous viſage had before con- 
Vol. I. H cealed. 
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W Tet. this his worſt vizard of the 

is of ſo thin a fabrick, that if 

Gor Uchte eſs, was not too commonly 

a failing the judgment, it might, | 

am certain, . eaſily be ſeen through, and 

I am vain enough to think, I I could my- 
"_ "er 1 it. 


ſtaken, * F idelio, 0 is not a taſk 


ſo eaſy as you imagine; though I once 
thought the ſame myſelf, but was pro- 

digiouſly deceived ; as for example, now, 
1 own in my Amanda, I expected a good 
woman, or I would not have had her, bur 


ſhe has quite deceived me, and has proved 
beyond my expectations of a mortal ! 


. The beginning and conclulion of this 
ſpeech, hads given a painter admirable 2 
room to exerciſe his genius, from the 
rofuſion, and contraſt of paſſions, vi- |* 
ble in every countenance ; but love, 
and gratitude, would have been repre- 


ſented in the moſt juſt and amiable de- 


gree, in caſe the features of the moſt 
ſenſibly obliged Amanda, could have 


been truly = ſhe bluſhed, and 


howed 
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bowed to him, with SER, 


neſs. of happy obl igation; but Joy, 
ſometimes, cannot (like orher torrents 


overflow from fullneſs into ſpeech, 

ſhe could make no anſwer le to 
it, but ſuch as might be read through 
the moſt ſpeaking eyes. 


Horatio, looking upon his Mariane, 
with an air of tenderneſs; charged her, 
by her good friend's example, to con- 
tinue to deceive him Juſt in the fame 
manner. e Pg 


And now Florello grew inpetient for 
another opportunity, of frequently ap- 
proaching the fair hand, whoſe heart 
he wiſhed to captivate, and therefore 
thought it long before the muſick was 
returned, which he inadvertently dif- 
covered, by often looking towards the 
door, and hanging an enquiring ear that 
way; which the polite Fidelio obſerv- 
ing, ſtepped out and haſtened the re- 
turn of. They danced out the re- 
mainder of the evening, with general 
ſatisfaction, and audible delight; for 
that dwwerſſon, when conducted with the 

H 2 delicacy 
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delicacy of 2 breeding, by a ſelect 
aſſembly, polite as this Was, is both a- 
greeable and healthy, and is a benefi- 
cial relaxation to the mind, as ſleep is 
to che body! But it is too Frequently 
made uſe of, 1 allow, to purpoſes . 
innocent, and as one melancholy in 
ſtance of the truth of that aſſertion, oc- 
eurs this moment to my memory; it 
may not here be diſagreeable to mention 
ir, ee Toru ro FP preſent ſtory. 


Lucinda Was 3 young 1307 of ſmall 
fortune ; who, having loſt her parents, 
lived with à near relation, and her two 
daughters. She viſited with them; and 
was reſpected, as if ſhe had been their 
ſiſter, and lived with amity and ſatisfac- 
tion, for a conſiderable time. | 

1ong2n B 


One evening they Ae all invited to 


a ball, to Which, as 22 I accom- 


panied enen other,” fg 
BW IO BVI 22 * 
Lcindg was uchsppily the miret 
of an attracting form, 1 ſay unhappily; 
becauſe, if that is nor defended, by 2 
wid — 1 With virtue, 
mu 
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muſt. be looked upon as; 4 misfortune 
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They 8 long been there, i 

he was obſerved by a young gentleman, 


XZ whoſe glittering dreſs, at Iealt, beſpoke 


him ſuch, for he was quite a ſtranger to 
them, and he addreſſed her for his 
partner. She too readily; accepted him, 
and ſhe alone took up his whole atten- 
tion all the evening; and he engaged 
ſo much of | hers, that all her female 
friends, ſeeing themſelves ſo much ne- 
glected, in compariſon with her, and 
the hour growing very late, propoſed 
to her their going home; but ſhe much 
more agreeably amuſed, on one ſide, did 
not ſo readily incline to liſten towards 
the other, till at the concluſion of an- 
other dance, which ſhe was by him per- 
ſwaded to join in. She found, in ſhort, 
that her diſguſted company had left her, 
and were gone away, nor was there, 
upon enquiry, any ſervant left to guard 
her, or provide a coach or chair. This 
put her ſpirits in the greateſt, agitation, 
100 a ſurprize Ef them, 


3 aided 
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aided by n ſmall reſentment, againſt 
her e friends, we may ſuppole. ? 


The nie hr being far adyarced, and as 
the weather was very bad, no chair, or 
coach, was to be got, though her aſſidu- 
ous partner, ſeemed to ule his beſt en- 
deavours, to _ procure one for her. He 
would not ſuffer her, by any means, to 
venture home alone, at ſuch a time of 


night, therefore attended gr himſelf. 


But how redoubled was her 58000 
and ſurprize, when ſhe got there, to 
find, that no admiſſion could be had, 
that all the family were gone to bed, or 
would not ſeem to hear her. 


What could ſhe do? ſhe knew it 
was too late to viſit any of her ac- 
Fp nor could ſhe bear the 
| ht of her appearance; draggled, 
and almoſt drowned with the rain, and 
dirt, having had many ſtreets to walk 
through, ſhe, would have reſted at the 
door til! morning, but, that young 
Vainlove, uſed his ableſt arguments, in 
N to perſwade her from, "by rouzing 

up 
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up ber pride againſt a paſt indig- 
nity; that he, by ſoothing her na- 
tural vanity,” might lult Her apprehen- 
fon into an incapacity of ſeeing thro? 
another, that was too ſoon intended for 
her. | ON eb (199 eaW ie 02 


In fine, with much intreaty, and # 
great number of profeſſions,” —_— 
the moſt ſacred honour, in his pretenſt- 
ons, he prevailed with her at length to 


be conducted by him, to take ſhelter in 


his habitation, he having chambers not 
far off, in one of the inns of court ; and 
there, too ſoon, alas! by oaths of love, 
and conſtancy, ſhe was deprived of in- 
nocence, and rendered thence incapable, 
through conſcious ſhame, of ever more 
returniaz to her relations; whom Vain- 
love miſſed no opportunity of repre- 
ſenting, as unworthy of her, from their 
having been the cauſe, he ſaid, of what 
ſhe called her great misfortune, though 
his greateſt happineſs, would ſhe be per- 
ſwaded likewile to find hers in it. How 
long he thought it ſo. I have forgot, 


but from this dark blot, her character 


was eyer after ſtained, and juſtly over - 


N 6 e 2 


© | — 2 ; n 2 «mn 28 "Tn mY 
ee Ee a Soma 71 


194, Tug HISTORY 


ſpread y. thou h 
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poſſeſſed r Moan aud have 
been AN EO 5 


ber 1 0 
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1 ac bc 1 would have perſiſted 


FACE, 


more de ble could have been thought 
of for her. 


50 * 


But to bac, to * much more a- 


greeable a bly. Amanda's company 
broke up, before it was a proper hour to 


bid good morning to each other; and we 


may believe, Almira did not chooſe to 
reſt, till ſhe, had quieted her curiolity, 
concerning, what Flocello. gave her in 
the gallery; and when ſhe, had broke 
the ſeal t at” held it, (he found it was a 
inufi-box made of gold, the ſhape of it 
a heart, adorned with diamonds, in the 
gentecleſt and richeſt manner ʒ but how 


aſtoni d was, ſhe, when upon opening 


it; ſhe found the lid contained her pic- 
ture, drawn the drels the wore at the 
e's that night Florello ſaw her firſt. 
Within 
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if ſome 
latent ſparks of native e had not 


S7 of ſo in- 
delicate We —_ going. home with. 


tion of having her relati- 
for her pillow, if none 
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erp, HH 55 were! 


wrote theſe 
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Aae s Abler Arty 14 Had 
That lovely portrait] ſoars above all art; 


But glows with beav 10 influence at my 


heart. 


Theſe, (when ſhe had read them to 
herſelf) ſhe bid Cleone read; who exult- 
ed not a little to find ſhe had, in love- 


difcoveries, been a wiſer penetrater than 


Almira; and, turning round and round 
again the paper, in rolling up the ſnuff- 
box (when ſhe had done admiring the 
beauty of its workmanſhip) ſhe found, 
and read aloud, the following, lines : 


“Think me not, deareft madam, an _ 
* intruder, too preſumptuous, if I dare 
* wait on you] ſince, from your ap- 


* probation” of this my too aſpiring 


Mm choice, my happineſs muſt hence ex- 


1 ok its Gate“ 


A ſoft 
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A ſoft ſurprize and paleneſs imme. 
diately appeared to over-ſ read Almira's 
features, Which, when her friend per- 
ceiv ed, ſhe teared ſome indiſpoſition was 
the cauſe of it; not knowing, but that 


he had ſeen thoſe lines, before, ſhe gur * 


them to her. E ee 


e .,D1 s Digont I t 
' Alas} ſaid ſhe, my dear Cleone, what 
thou halt been reading laſt, occaſioned 
it. Theſe only are the weak indiſpoſi- 
rions ariſing from my fears perhaps; 
and yet there is a fluttering, at my heart, 
which, as I never felt before, methinks 
ſhould! look like ſome unwiſhed fore- 
boding. This rigid aunt of mine will 
certainly affront him, if he comes here; 
and J ſhall make a filly figure to be 
obliged to ſee it and permit it. Why 
does he wiſh to add more fetters to a 
ſhackled ſlave! but he, indeed, is igno- 
rant of my untaſy ſituation What mult 
I do, my friend, in order to prevent theſe 
threatning troubles? I muſt, I think, 
ſome way put off this viſit he incends 


Go ů wh . ad oh. T—T— i 2h 
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Firſt aſkæ, returned Cleone) that more 


judicious counſellor that juſt now flut- 
tered ſo; and, if that ſeems” to counte- 


nance this viſit, let not the u21y bug- 
bear of Crude lia's ſordid mind, diſſuade 


| you from receiving it. -Compliabieneſs 


of diſpoſition to oblige a friend, or a 
relation rather, I ſhould call her, is cer- 
tainly as amiable, as it is praife-worthy! 
But, if we offer to it, fo valuable a ſa- 
cnfice as our own happineſs; it then 
becomes, I think, a weakneſs, even were 
the object much more worthy than Cru- 
delia is; nor can, in fact, a real friend 
deſire it. But, if your grateful diſpoſi- 
tion, induced by his apparent merit, 
finds pity willing to repay, What he un- 
bluſhing dares, I make no doubt, call 
love; why ſhould you fear aſſerting to 
her, nobly and openly, that free choice, 
which nature planted in you firſt, and a 
kind father taught to flouriſh into the 
attainment of your wiſhes, 


Ichank thee, my Cleone, replied Al- 
mira. All thy ſentiments are juſt, and 
worthy of thee ; and | ſhould be too un- 
deſerring of them, could | repay them 

with 


; 
* 
8 
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with "deci 1 Deceit i is yer faulty: but 
to a friendſhip, candid as thine, I feel 
Non be puch be inexeuſable, Why 
o 9 # Ho FR at leaſt to = 
re my thoughts. Tes, I con- 
8, bit) him 5 I hope it is no more 
Pity e But he, replied; Cleone, in- 
terrupting, her: I will relieve thy tender 
delicacy, .that otherwiſe would have heſi- 
tated round, about the truth, in uttering 
theſe few ſhort words: but he appears de. 
ſerving of my love; — and ſo, indeed, 1 
think him; unleſs hypocriſy has power 
to conceal itſelf behind the appearance 
of all human virtue! And now take 
care you are not Jealous of .me ; as you 
know I am not oiten laviſh in the praile 
of men. But he, in my opinion, ſeems 
no leſs, a truly good and Wy man, 
n finiſh'd gentleman, 


No; if” L know thee, and myſelt, 1 
think that. were impoſſible, (returned 


Ae thou couldſt not give me any 


cauſe for jealouſy, (tho?. thou haſt, © 


allow, accompliſhments ſuKcient : ) bur, 
it thou could'ſt, friendſhip would me- 
tamorphoiſe 


tal 


8 1 wad 0 nnd 4 
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WE it, I am perſyaded, into the 
tendereſt love ahd pity „ 


(18613 


he bay 71 101 [ 19 
No; my mirs id Cieche! k 
ſhould merit only 8 | 

4c Jam ſure I ſhould deteſt myſelf; 
could 'T give room to any wiſh that 
caſhed with/ thine : tho' often 'we may 
{ce the edge of poiſonous jealouſy divide 
for-ever female intimacies; Friendſhip's 

will not call them, for duch JI hold 


more ſacred, and above the reach of all 


ſuch low and grovelling opponents. 


It is, replied Almira, a reflection the 
moſt degrading on the nobleſt of our 


paſſions | that one ſhould be annexed, as 
if inſeparable from it, that is ſo ignobly 
the reverſe of it. It is likewiſe an 


affront to our own judgment, when we 


ſo eaſily ſuſpe& an object is unworthy, 
whom we have thought before quite 
perfect; for, neither pity nor excuſe” is 
due to thoſe, ' whoſe folly places their re- 
gard, here merit does nor firſt invite 
and n them. | l 
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Als this ſounds well, my dear, (re- 
turned Cleone, ſmiling}; yet, as the ſay- 
ing runs, Much may be ſaid on both 
ſides 5 and, fore- arned, 5 fore- armed : 
therefore keep clear, I charge you, of 
this moſt dangerous precipice, that lies 


in courtſhip's journey]! The wiſe, and 


good, keep clear of it in matrimony 
always: Ibis id oft bus 
|; U Alaw 6 I SHER EG | 
Thus ended their diſcourſe that night, 
it being late, and both, alike deſirous of 
reſt; for pleaſure generally leaves ta- 


tigue behind it. Vet, notwithſtanding 


that, ſleep was for many hours a ſtranger 
to Almira's eyes. —Florello held them 
open; but ſhe poſſeſſed herſelf with the 
belief, that it was Crudelia only, whom 
ſhe had reaſon to be fearful of. 


It was but a ſhort time before Flo- 
rello came; impatient for the opportu- 
nity (that he was not fo eaſily to have, 
of opening more his ſoul to her, whom 


he had, wich his eyes, ſufficiently ac- 


quainted of its ſentiments. But, how 
ſhall I deſcribe the interview! deſcrip- 
tion muſt fall ſhort; therefore, the 

+ | reader's 


— (2 = > . 
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reader's* own judicious wachen uſt 
aſſt my nſeaitiegey." it .90091) | |; 
0 biet 9d Amn HUN ,eanvt:.vni 
Crudelia, and her nei? were at their 
tea; Cleone was gone our to vifit a ſick 
Sab. who had formerly lived witli 
Almira's father. Florello's name was 
uſhered in before him, by an attending 
footman; and ſhe had hardly time to 
anſwer, Deſire him to walk up,” be- 
fore ſhe ſaw him enter the room: nor 
had ſhe power, or leiſure, to ſatisfy the 
baſty and half- angry queſtion of her 
aunt, Who is he, neice? I know of no 
ſuch name; when he addreſſed them 
both with ſuitable reſpect ; but was un- 
able to conceal, in all he look'd and 
fad, the paſhon that accompanied it: 
while paſſions, of a very different nature, 
were working ſtrongly on the features 


of Crudelia ; whoſe penetration ſeemed 


more intent to find Almira's ſentiments 
concerning him, than to diſcover whe- 
ther he was deſerving of her neice or 
not; for that, indeed, ſhe thought, no 
perſon but ber ſon could really be; and, 


from his baſe deluſion, ſhe had-tor ſome 
time e paſt been * in her fears, but 


the 
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the behaviour of Florello rouzed them 
all again; as ſhe had, by experience, ſkill 
enough in love-affairs, to ſee and know 
that he was not a lover ſo indifferent to 
Almira, as all before him were : and, by 
ſome hints ſhe gave, it was plain, that 
ſhe had not forgot her having ſeen 
him at the play. 


However, ſhe took care to give no 
room for more than general topicks of 


diſcourſe, - by keeping fixed poſſeſſion of 
her ſeat, till at t piration of two 


hours; when Florello, with a dejected 
air of diſappointment took his leave; but 


with flow-backening, and reluctant ſteps, 
which ſeemed confeſſing honeſtly, at 
every reſpectful bow, I go tis true,— 
tho* moſt unwillingly ; — but leave my 


ſoul, and ſenſes, all behind me ! 


And Almira, from conflicting paſſions, 


was, at his departure, not much leſs 


affected; ſhe, every moment, was expect- 


ing thoſe ſort of lectures, which her aunt 


had a peculiar talent for, and which ſhe 
thought her features ſeemed prolific of: 
ö But, 
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But, how agrerably was ſſie 1 7105 1! 
when ſhe! began as anne 
i "p4 
+ 6 A very pretty gen Pen indeed 1 
but pray, how long, me bb n "Rp 
been uu 1 him . Tet de. 

She told "KY e, a little time and 
that he was her friend Amanda's particu- 
lar acquaintance; that ſhe had ſeen him 
often there, and in the Park with her; 
'—and it was from that, he had claimed 
the privilege to viſit her. 

Crudelia's foul ſeemed at her eyes 
while this was ſpeaking, eager for more 
diſcovery ; but artfully avoided letting 
her words betray ſuſpicion. But they 
obſerved ſhe was in private with her ſon, 
in deep diſcourſe, for a conſiderable 
while that evening; yet ſeemed quite 
amicably gay at ſupper : for, only at 


meal times, they met; Almira always 


hurrying to her apartment, as to a place 


of ſanctuary: and ſhe was never there at 


any loſs for ſubjects of employment; 
reading and writing; needlework, and 
ie diurnal that ſhe always kept of every 

Vol. I. I thing 
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thing which, had occurred. worth notice, 
filled up her hours, when unengaged by 
company; and much, indeed, took off 
her reliſh for ſociety in general ; where, 


as ſhe uſed to ſay, the ſweets attending 


it are ſeldom, powerful enough to over- 
come the bitter. But, to proceed, — 


In a ſhort time Crudelia and Flavillo 
were obliged to take a journey down to 
her eſtate, to ſettle ſome repairs and 
leaſes, which juſt then required their 
being preſent ; and ſhe uſed her beſt en- 
deavours to induce Almira to go with 
them. But ſhe deſired earneſtly to be 
exculed ; alledging, that as it was fo 
near the ſeat which was her father's, (that 


they muſt paſs even by the door) ſhe 


would, at leaſt for ſome months longer, 
chooſe to avoid the ſhock which ſeeing 
it might give her ſpirits, 


And now, Crudelia being . gone, the 
coaſt was clear, for our impatient lover 
to hope a proſperous voyage in love 
He, at Amanda's houſe, ſoon heard, with 
joy, the news of their departure; and, 
without loſs of time, repeats his viſit. 

F Almira 
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Almira was alone, and reading, when he 
came; and, being intently taken up by 
a pathetic ſtory, which ſhe was then juſt 
entered on in Mrs. Rowe's Friendſhip in 
Death, ſhe did not hear or mind the 
ſervant's opening of the door, or ſhutting 
it; nor knew that any body was near 
her, till ſhe ſaw Florello bow before 
her; and, as ſhe was attempting haſtily 
to riſe (with viſible confuſion), he, on. 
one knee, prevented her; and, with the 
utmoſt eloquence of eyes. and attitude 
beſought forgiveneſs, for the ardour of 
his lips upon her raviſhed hand. Then, 
for a few moments, bowing down his 
head, profoundly filent over it, he raiſed 
and fixed his ſparkling and expreſſive 
eyes on hers; and would have made his 
opening lips relieve the overflowing ful- 
nels of his heart; but trembling timidity 
poſſeſſed the ſeat of utterance, till ſhame 
relieved him by a manly tear of love and 
Joy! ſuppreſſed by apprehenſion of of- 
fending ; which he would fain have hid, 
but could not ; and therefore, in a con- 
fuſion much more amiable to ſee, than 
caly to relate, he roſe politely, and for a 
moment turned aſide, to ſummon up 
I 2 ſufficient 
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ſufficient courage to pronounce the fol. 
lowing ſentence : (at leaſt to this effect, 
for words are ſeldom juſtly literal, when 
conveyed by the remembrance of a per- 
ſon ſo concerned and circumſtanced as 


it may be imagined Almira was Juſt 
then). 


Forgive me, deareſt madam, if ex- 
ceſs of rapture, from thus attaining the 
long-wiſhed-for bleſſing of paying my 
reſpects to you alone, has carried me 
beyond thoſe bounds, which my due 
adoration of your too powerful virtues 
ought to ſet me ! Thoſe virtues, madam, 
Which my daring hope aſpires to merit 
if the moſt elevated ſenſe of their ſupe- 
rior force, can ever make a mortal merit 
them. You are, I am certain, my deareſt 
earthly angel! And you muſt have been, 
from the firſt happy hour in which I ſaw 
you, acquainted with my paſſion ;— that 

aſſion, which, on approaching your dear 
Rd, a moment paſt, almoſt conſumed 
my reaſon May I have leave to nouriſh 
this bold infant-hope ! Or, do you not, 
alas! forbid me, as a wretch unworthy 

of ſuch tranſcendent happineſs ! 
# Almira 
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Almira, Net only bowed gracefully, 
remaining for ſome moments ſilent ; and 
then deſired him to fit down, —making 
an effort to get up and reach a chair : 
but he, with a polite and intereſted haſte, 
prevented her, by chooſing one that 
ſtood the neareſt to her. He, when 
ſeated, turned towards her in a ſort of 

rofile poſture, amiably attentive ! as if 
each atom of his frame was turning into 
ear, in expectation of her anſwer. 


20 Believe me, fir, (returned Almira) 
I am far from thinking you unwortiy, 
of one much more deſerving, than the 
maid pretends to be, whom your too 
partial praiſes have juſt now ſo highly 
rated! And I had always the greatcit 
deteſtation for that too common (and, I 
think, diſhoneſt affectation, and unge- 
nerous) method of proceeding, too fre- 
quently made uſe of by my ſex, who 


think, that female modeſty forbids them 


to declare the ſmalleſt Colibiliry of me- 
rit in the other, tho* their judgment 
ſees it ever ſo conſpicuous.” 


I 3 2 O! (cricd 
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O! (cried Florello) ſnatching eager- 
ly again her hand, and prefling it with 
ardour to his bending lips, ſuffer me thus 
to ſeal, and thus, — and thus, my ever- 
laſting gratitude ! and tendereſt acknow- 
ledgments ! for ſuch unpreſidented ex- 
cellence of goodneſs! To be approved 
by thee ! is more than man can merit. 
Yet my ambitious heart will not, alas 
be ſatisfied with approbation only. But 


Jer it be, henceforward, my delightful 


taſk, by copying thy reſplendent virtues ! 
to exalt it into a nobler and ſofter 
name, love ! only love! was formed and 
meant, my angel ! to be an adequate re- 
turn for love.” 


Here, bluſhes over-ſpread Almira's 


| cheeks; her eloquence was now all fi- 


lent ; yet ſhe attempted gently to with- 
draw the hand, which both Florello's 
held; as if thoſe words, he uttered laſt, 
had hurt it. And he, (being incapable 
of wounding ſuch apparent delicacy) 


with looks of amorous contrition, pro- 


ceeded thus: But, now, at leaſt, juſt 

now, I will compound for pardon. Only 

fay but you pardon me !” . 
0 
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To which ſhe anſwered, (with a ſmile 
of gentle dignity) I do; if you are but 


as ſure there is, in your opinion, occa- 


fon for your aſking it, as I am fearful 
you again may ſtand in need of having 
it. And there can be no ſmall hope of 
amendment, where the party is inſenſible 
of any fault committed. 


Juſt then, Amanda, with Cleone, 
breaking in upon them, put an end 
to a diſcourſe, which notwithſtanding 
left its tell-tale influence, on both their 


features, to occaſion a viſible diſcovering 
conſcious ſmile from both thoſe friends; 


whoſe preſence Kindly aided them with 
general topicks of converſation ; which, 
without them, would certainly much 
longer have continued agreeably parti— 
cular. 


And now, Florello, having fo proſpe- 
rouſly ſet out, proceeded for ſome time 
in the purſuit of his amour uninater- 
rupted, and as happy as a lover in that 
ſituation ever can be ſaid to be; for 
courtſhip, in its moſt tranquil ſtate, 
bears the ſimilitude of all our earthly 

I 4 bleſſings! 
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bleſſings! here forerunning wiſhes, ea. 


900 V purſuing diſtant happineſs, treads 


on and overlooks all thoſe which we 


already are in poſſeſſion of; nor ever can 
make the accompliſhed prize fully repay 
our expectation, for the pain, anxiety, 
and trouble it has coſt us. 


Almira's heart, and reaſon, received 
him as a lover, and a beloved, and now 
Crudelia's preſence, who was ſoon ex- 
pected to return, was dreaded by both; 
Almira having let Florello know, how 
diſagreeable a ſituation, from her un- 
happy temper, ſhe was then in. But he was 
under the moſt painful apprehenſions, 
from what Cleone, one day, without 
Almira's leave, informed him of, con- 
cerning Flavillo's being intended for Al- 


mira. And he endeavoured to demon- 


ſtrate to her, how improbable it was, 
that ſhe, Credulia, could long be igno- 
rant of that, whereon his future bliis ſo 
much depended, and it was as certain, 
ſhe would take all proper meaſures in 
her power, to fruſtrate it, if poſſible. 
He hinted; to her, that there was only 
one | expedient, could with _ 

| Þ | NU 
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moſt happily prevent her ſchemes, for 
rendering them both perhaps unhappy; 
his being lawfully the bleſt protector of 
thoſe charms, whoſe influence, by all 
the laws of reaſon, love, and nature, 
took up the whole attention of his ſoul 
already. eU 1189 | | 


But this, the nice punctilio in Almi- 
ra's way of thinking, could not the 
leaſt give into; for, though her judg- 
ment, and her love, had choſe him as 
their lord, ſhe would not more than no- 
minally call him hers, within ſo ſhort a 
knowledge of him as a few months; 
nor would ſhe let the glare of bridal 
ornaments, extinguiſh the remaining 
mourning which ſhe felt, ſincerely, as 
well as wore, for an indulgent parent. 


What ſhould ſhe therefore do? her 
open heart diſdained hypocriſy z and 
weighing every reaſonable circumſtance, 
conceraing her free choice, permitted by 
her father's will; what had ſhe cauſe to 
fear? alas! no more than a bad wo- 
man's rage of diſappointment, in a fa- 
vorite view, of ſordid intereſt ; too often 

found, 
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found, indeed, a powerful opponent a- 
gainſt virtuous innocence, and gentle- 
nels of diſpoſition, ſuch, as Almira's 
was; however, that ſhe was determined 
to prepare her mind to. meet with pa- 
tience. And then ſhe entertained a 


milder expectation of her, from the re- 


collection of the favourable manner, in 
which ſhe {poke to her, concerning Flo- 
rello, though ſhe had ſeen ſo little of 
him, and thought her good opinion, 
muſt undoubtedly increaſe, from having 
a greater knowledge of his worthineſs. 
All this, determined her, in a ſhort 
time after her aunt returned, to think 
of opening the affair with frankneſs to 
her, but as the ſequel will diſcover an 
accident, unthought of, ſoon prevented 
It, 


One day, Florello, willing not to 


looſe one of thoſe precious hours, which 


he could now enjoy uninterrupted, while 
Crudelia was from home, had made his 
viſit to Almira earlier than uſual, and 
was to ſtay and dine with her. 


Crude- 
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Crudelia, being now grown quite im- 
patient to return to town, though many 
things were ſtill unfinithed, which re- 
quired her attendance longer in the 
country; Flavillo influenced her, to let 
him wait their finiſhing, which ſhe con- 
ſented to, and leaving for his uſe the 
coach and ſervants, which went with 
them, took a place in the ſtage coach, 
from thence to London; and chooſin 
then to walk it home, left all thoſe bun- 
dles, which ſhe brought up with her, 
at the inn, till ſhe ſhould ſend for them. 


When ſhe approached her door, ſhe 
found it molt obligingly left open, as if 
on purpoſe for her coming ; but this 
was owing in reality to negligence, not 
duty, for none in town were made ac- 
quainted with the time ſhe intended to 
ſet out. f 


Suſpicion always makes the greateſt 
uſe, if not the beſt, of eyes, and ears; 
ſhe, unobſerved by any of the family, 
crept ſoftly up the ſtairs, and ſtopping 
at the dining-room door, could plain] 
hear Florello's voice, for he juſt then, 

unfortu- 
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unfortunately had reſumed the former 
ſubject, and with great earneſtneſs, and 
voice more raiſed than uſual, was urg- 
ing ardently, Almira, in the following 
manner. 

For heaven's ſake | my deareſt crea- 
ture, if you allow me to believe my 
happineſs, or miſery, is not intirely in- 
different to you, perſiſt not in your too 
dangerous reſolution, of revealing to 
your deſigning aunt, your generous pre- 
poſſeſſion in my favour. No, let me 
rather, painful as it is to think of it, be 
deprived at preſent, of the ſight of all 
my eyes can fee with pleaſure, or at 
leaſt as frequently as I could wiſh to ſee 
you, till thoſe few months expire, which 
are the only bar to my felicity, when ! 
may hope with rapture inexpreſſible, ta 
call you mine. 


In =" this, Crudelia heard e- 
nough, but was prevented in her ſatisfy- 
ing any further her curioſity, by foot- 
meps ſounding from the upper ſtairs, 
which were Cleone's, who was juſt then 
coming down, having been up to drels 


as 
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as uſual, againſt dinner; ſhe: therefore, 
haſtily and ſoftly ſtept into her own a- 
partment, which lay acroſs the entry, 
and opening a. cloſet that ſhe always 
kept the key of, concealed herſelf for a 
conſiderable time ; but watched her op- 
portunity, when dinner was ſerved up, to 
ſtep out unperceived; and entering the 
room they were in, quite ſpoiled the re- 


liſh of their meal, by her unwiſhed ap- 


Pedrance. 


They all imagined ſhe was hut that 
minute come to town, and general con- 
ſternation ſpread itſelf around their little 
table, for it contained only the lovers, 
and Cleone: however, ſhe put on a car- 
riage the moſt artful and amazing, and 
it was difficult to know, whether ſhe 
was the molt obliging to Florello, or 
to her niece : nor did Cleone ſeem over- 


looked by her as uſual. 


This made Almira's unſuſpecting heart 
rebound with joy, and ſmiles of grate- 
ful ſatisfaction light every feature, that 
but juſt before had ſlackened at her pre- 
lence, But yet a thoughtful gloom 

| {cemed 
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ſeemed to ſit heavier from it ſoon upon 
Florello's brow, which much amazed 
Almira. But her aunt obliged her, by 
the many little ſtories ſhe had gathered 
in the country, to lend her chief atten- 
tion for ſame hours to her alone; and 
poor Elorello, quite unable to collect 
his diſſipated ſpirits, from the ſudden 
ſight of one whom he ſo much diſliked 
and feared, thought it adviſeable to take 
his leave, ſoon after tea was over. —Cru- 
delia would have fain perſwaded him to 
make a longer ſtay, but he obſerving 
that ſhe ſtudiouſly avoided leaving them 
alone one moment, was determined to 
refuſe ſuch invitation, and alledged, as 
his excuſe, that he had received a letter, 


which he mult anſwer by that evening's | 


poſt, and it would require all the time 
he had then left. 


Joy ſeemed however, to ſhew itſelf 


apparently, from this his anſwer, with 


more {iacerity than it perhaps had done, 
it he had ſtaid for ſome time longer; 
and ſhe, with much more complaiſance 
than was expected from her, made an 
apology for being too much * 

er- 
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herſelf, to wait on him down ſtairs, and 
therefore made a motion that Almira 
ſhould. Cleone having left the room 
ſome time before. 12211 


This overſtrained civility; a mars A1. 
mira! but ſhe, without reply, or much 
unwillingneſs you may ſuppoſe, obeyed 
her; and immediately returned, meeting 
her aunt, who was with ſeeming diffi- 


culty, from the effect the jumbling 


of the ſtage coach had left upon her 
limbs, going into her chamber to feek 
an hour's reſt, ſhe ſaid, in order to re- 
freſh her ſpirits. 


Wann would have waited on her 
thither, but ſhe repulſed her civilly, and 
deſired her only to call her maid to 
cover her; adding, go Mira into the 
library, for ſuch they called the dining- 
room, there being a caſe of books fixed 
at one fide of it; and find ſome enter- 
taining book to read to me, when I re- 
turn; for this was a requeſt ſhe ſome- 
times made, when in her kindeſt hu- 
mour. de, with much readineſs, in- 
clined to oblige her aunt in that requeſt, 
| | as 
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as reading was, indeed, the molt agree: 


able employment to Almira. She went 


directly to the abovenamed caſe, whoſe 
cloſe inhabitants, had it not been for her 
familiar hand, and likewiſe Cleone's, 
might” have long reſted undiſturbed. 
There, the firſt book ſhe fixed her choice 
upon, was, the Night Thoughts, by 
doctor Young, which ſhe rememberei 
happened to open, where theſe lines firſt 
met her eyes, in 1 Night the 1ſt. p. 11. 


Ho dim our eyes? 

The preſent moment terminates our fight ; 

Clouds, thick as thoſe on doom *S-day, drown 
the next, &c. 


The hach juſtneſs of this 
thought, ſo much affected her; that, 
letting down the hand, which held the 
book; ſhe in a penſive contemplating 
poſture, had fixed her eyes upon the 
floor; from whence, as ſhe was juſt reco- 
vering them, ſhe {aw a paper lie, cloſe by 
the place Florello had been ſitting in. 
A nameleſs fluttering and ſinking ſeized 
on her heart immediately, as ſhe per- 
ceived it was dropt by him, it lying juſt 


beneath 


Z. SS Ke 


beneath his chair, which ſhe had been 
obliged to move before ſhe, could un- 


lock and open the caſe of books, but 


had not then obſerved it. She opened it 
with great precipitation, finding it was 
2 letter, though the direction was torn 
off, and ſeemed to be a woman's hand, 
if any hand at all, for it was wrote in 
characters the moſt unuſual, and the 
contents were found to be as follows. 


ce Think not, thou moſt beloved of 
mortals ! that it is within the power of 
time, or diſtance, to efface the precious 
influence you have fixed upon my heart, 
nor can I ſpeak enough my joy, at find- 
ing by your laſt, that you are ſtill, and 
will for ever be, as your dear words 
obligingly expreſs it, the ſame angelick 
lover I have ever found you. And to 
convince me of it, miſs not, I charge 
you, any opportunity of writing to me, 
till you bleſs again the longing eyes of 
her, who neither will, or can be other, 
than eternally Florello's.“ 


This was ſcarce read, before it inad- 


Vertently dropt from her trembling 


Vol. I. K hand, 
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hand, upon the ground; nor could ſhe 
any longer have prevented her relaxing 
nerves, from following it, had not 
Cleone juſt that moment, fortunately 
came in to her aſſiſtance, who running to 
her in the utmoſt fright, for ſhe appear- 
ed both pale and lifeleſs, deſired to know 
the cauſe of ſuch diſorder? but ſhe ſoon 
too plainly, ſaw, that poor Almira had 
not breath enough to anſwer her. She, 
having with ſome difficulty got her to 
the neareſt chair, endeavoured with ſome 
reviving ſalts ſne had at hand, to bring 
her to herſelf; which, in a ſhort time, 
ſhe effected, and in the tendereſt man- 
ner, cryed, my deareſt friend! what 
can have happened? where is Florello. 
and your aunt ? I left you well, and all 
together. —At his name, ſhe ſtarted, as 
if juſt awake; and looking on Cleone 


with looks of mixed diſtraction, and be- 


ſeeching pity : replied, there, don't you 
ſee him ? pointing her eyes and hands 
towards the ground. 


The frantick air, and purport of this 
anſwer, ſo much amazed and ſhocked 
Cleone; that ſhe at firſt regarded . 

| the 
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the letter, till the fixt eye Almira lent it, 
guided her to take it up, but juſt as ſhe 


was going to read it, another fainting fit 


ſeemed threatening her ſweet friend, and 


therefore, ſhe imagined it moſt proper 


to poſtpone a little, her impatient curi- 
oſity, and in ſome minutes after, led 
her to her own apartment. There ſoon 
a ſhower of friendly tears relieved the 
almoſt burſting heart, when recollec- 
tion, ever upon ſuch occaſions, an un- 
welcome viſitor, and ſhame, at finding 
ſne had even to Cleone, diſcovered ſo 
much weakneſs, made her almoſt re- 
lapſe again: however, ſoon ſhe gather- 
ed ſtrength enough of ſpeech, to aſk her 
for the letter, but Cleone begged ſhe 
might have leave to read it firſt, for yet 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe knew not the contents, 
though certain, that they muſt be of 
very diſagreeable importance, as now 
ſhe plainly ſaw it had occaſioned her diſ- 


order. 


No no, pray give it me, (returned 
Almira earneſtly) if thou art really now 
a ſtranger to its contents, I beg thou 
wouldſt not wiſh to know them, ſince 

| «2 thy 
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thy fooliſh friend mult pay fo dearly for 
it, in forfeiting thy kind opinion of her; 
I would nor Fe thee, even leſſen thy 
too favourable way of thinking of m 

fortitude of mind, though, I, ales! have 
leſſened my opinion of my ſeli forever 
yet, be it as it will, methinks I ſhould 
hide nothing from a friend like thee, 
and I will let thee read it, there thou 
wilt ſee in thoſe dark lines, the cleareſt 
proof of the perfidiouſneſs of man's 
baſe nature; I ever was averſe to letting 
my untruſty heart be open to that ſyren 
love; and he has now, alas! indeed, let 
in a traitor, 


Cleone read the letter to herſelf, and 


afterwards remained dumb, and aſto- 


niſhed, for ſome moments. And when 


aſtoniſhment gave way to utterance, ſhe 
only cryed, with elevated voice and eyes, 
can it be poſſible ? where found you this 
vile ſcrole ? this fragment of a letter? 
for there is neither name, I ſee, or ſuper- 
{cription, 


Almira anſwered, that it lay cloſe by 


the chair he, ſat on; adding, nor am! 
| EW cid] N mog 
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any longer at a loſs for the occaſion of 
that too viſible uneaſineſs that clouded 
his behaviour often, but moſt this after- 
noon 3 nor, what that letter was, which 
cauſed him to depart ſo ſoon to anfwer it. 
And now, | recollect a ſtrange confuſion, 


vo doubt, from conſcious guilt, when 


he ſaid that. I wiſh thou hadſt been in 
the room, Cleone, when he went away, 
to have obſerved him, as I did. 


Alas, my dear, returned the other, 


you ſeem to have too ſtrong a proof al- 
ready of unexpected infidelity ! and yet 
(tho' I abhor letting partiality miſlead 
my reaſon) there is a kind of callous 
unbelief in me concerning this, which I 
cannot account for, or excuſe, that ſins 


againſt conviction : If there was not his 


name, I could not be perfuaded it was 
wrote to him. 


No more, my friend, replied Almira, 


in an ang 


that, I charge thee ; nor, from this 


hour, let me, I intreat thee, be offended 


by the ſound of his unworthy name; I 


will, if poſſible, forget it.— This was, I 
| K 8 make 


ry tone of voice; no more of 
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make no doubt, the object I have had 
the honour” fo much to'reſemble. But 
why ſuch mean recanting from the 
Truth? I had, at firſt, no right to 
blame him for ſuch prepoſſeſſion in ano- 
ther's favour; and, that I have now, let 
me for ever blame my fooliſh ſenſibility, 
that could (Cleone) ſo miſguide me into 
an approbation of him. 


Yet, will you not (reply'd Cleone) 
hear what he has the power to ſay, when 
you ſhall ſhew him this ? No criminal, - 
however guilty, ought, methinks, to be 
condemned without a trial: Appea- 
rences, too frequently, deceive the wileſt 
of us mortals. 


Alas! I find they do (return'd Al- 
mira) but there is proof, I think, that 
needs no hearing. Had there not been 
his name (as you obſerved juſt now) | 
own I muſt myſelf have doubted ; not- 
withſtanding it was plainly he who dropt 
this paper; and there is neither date, or 
title to it. But, that very name, and 
the contents conſidered, ſhould I now 

condeſcend to ſee, or hear him, weak- 
| | neis 


— 
— 


1 


: or ALMIRA. 135 


ch in me would ever after juſtify his 


falſehood ! No, from this day farewel, 


ill Known Florello! And farewel folly, 
in the ſhape of / treacherous; and fooliſh 


love. For now, my deareſt, friend, I 
will not ſcruple to declare the honeſt 
truth to thee, that I ſincerely loved 


him! and with a flame too pure, and 


worthily inſpired, I thought. to be this 
way extinguiſhed ever. 


Thus poor Almira's overburthened 
heart endeavoured to relieve its anguith 
(nobly ſcorning baſe diſguiſe) but his 
impreſſion was too deeply there engraved, 


to be with eaſe erazed. A fixed and 
filent melancholy, from that moment, 


threw its fetters on her mind and ſpi- 


rits; nor could ſhe be prevailed on, by 
either converſation, or any other amuſe- 
ment, to attempt removing them : She 
for ſome days confined herſelf intirely to 
ner chamber, and Cleone's | company: 


Nor did Crudelia often, diſagreeably, 


attempt the breaking in upon her ſaid 


retirement; a guilty confciouſneſs, no 
doubt, reſtraining «her, which, will be 


preſently explained. But we will leave 


4 them 
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0 111 Aide, while the ſtill more 
Fi ſtreſle orello, cal all for our atten- 
n TO Iſe, pon recolleion. of Crude. 
11 at at civility. (tho! not en- 
rely f 48 c concerning ſuch a ſudden 
change) determined ſoon to pay another 
10 there; AS. his Whole ſoul ſeemed 
I feleſs. "(as he 06 1 to ſay) out of Al- 


mira's comp How much more life- 
leſs then, Watt it have been, on finding 


there Was no admiſſion for him at Cru- 
delia's houſe again, and ſeveral times 
again, he called: and was informed 
Almira was gone out: till turning up 
his eyes one day, as he approached the 
door, they met with hers, who in a mo- 
ment diſappeared. — And finding the 
ſame anſwer given him below, as uſual, 
and that Cleone likewiſe always was 
denied to him, he gave himſelf intirely 
up to the moſt exquiſite deſpair | 


Amanda was gone out of town, to. 
whom he would have flown for ſome 
relief, from this new wreck of dread, 
and horrible uncertainty,! Nor could he 
think of any method, by which be could 
convey a letter to her : : the ſervants 
would, 


oo acor_tGs@s, 
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would, he found, refuſe 't's give one, 
by their behaviour to bid; gt would 
he venture, for his own peace of mind, 
to hazard hers, in caſe i ſhould be car- 
red to Crudelia's hands : for nothing 
more, could his imagination furniſh, as 
the cauſe of this new Treatment of him, 
but her commands, enforced with rt- 


gour, that Me ſhould not ſee him. 


Nor will it be improper here to in- 


form the reader, in juſtice to Florello's 


character, that he was innocent, as well 
as ignorant, of the letter before · men- 
tioned; and of too ſtrict, and worthy 
veracity of heart, to harbour double 
love. That vile affair, the ſubtile art 
of baſe Crudelia had invented; who, 
having wrote it in her cloſer, during that 
time ſhe had concealed herſelf (at her 
return to town) took the opportunity of 
diſpoſing it, to anſwer her black pur- 
pole, Juſt when Florello went away ! 
And thence proceeded her alteration of 
behaviour, and requeſting that her neice 
that day would wait on him don 
ſtairs. ce 


For 


— 


138 THE HISTORY 


For wickedneſs is often too fruitful 
of invention, whilſt virtuous, unſuſpect- 
ing innocence, conſcious of no deceit 
within, looks not enough without, to 
find it. . ö | "Of | 8 | 


LL 39099, oh; id 
However, twas not many days be- 
fore this wicked woman (while ſhe was 
ſecretly, no doubt, exulting, with {elf- 
given applauſe, at finding ſhe was likely 
to ſucceed to her beſt wiſh, by breaking 
off a love affair that ſeemed to ſtrike at 
all her views) was viſited, by that all- 
ſeeing juſtice, that penetrates the cloſeſt 
ſecret of the human heart, by the moſt 
violent indiſpoſition, which firſt ſeized 
on the uſe of all her limbs; leaving her 
mind, for ſome time, unaffected ; as the 
propereſt inſtrument of puniſhment, thro? 
ſenſibility! But that, from the conti- 
nuance of tormenting pain, in a ſhort 
time gave way ; and ſhe appeared (at 
leaſt to thoſe who were not well ac- 
__quainted with her baſeneſs) an object, 
Vorthy of the greateſt care and pity. 


Almira's heart, that Fe uſed to 
) in favour of 
| huma- 


i ; 


err (as ſome would thin 
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humanity, and chriſtian charity, could 
hardly all this while forgive herſelf, for 
an increaſed diſguſt ſhe felt, nor could 
account for, againſt her aunt, that in 
a manner, as it were, withheld her from 
approaching her bedſide, whenever ſhe 
requeſted xt. This, ſhe attributed to 
the dejection of her own ſpirits, which 
could reliſh at that time, no converſa- 
tion but Cleone's. (And how invalu- 
able indeed, is ſuch a friend ! on whom 


we may, with ſafety, reſt the burthen of 


our boſoms in affliction.) And then 
the frequent agonies of horror | and 
ſeeming deſperation | which, at that time, 
poſſeſſed Crudelia, ſo much ſurprized 
and ſhocked her tender nature, that hap- 
pening, when ſhe by a ſuperior trouble, 
was ill prepared to bear it; greatly 
threatened the overthrowing her own 
health. This made Cleone preſs her, 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, to quit the 
houſe immediately ; and try it change 
of air and place, could re-eſtabliſh her. 


And this, Almira, with ſome Plzafure, 


liſtened to: But ſaid, ſhe thought It 
would not be conſiſtent with humanity, 
to leave her aunt (if not a kind and ten- 
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fr Ke pin ſo deplorable. a ſtare ! tho! 
rr» nk notwithſtanding, la- 
BY. un er for deen time. 
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. 003 » ti 
* Bur, wb W bile, they were pre-ponderating 9 
upon this, ſubject, a ſervant brought i 
Almira VB, the tollowing . 0 
C 

70U will, 1 know, — deareſt fe- 
male friend excuſe me, that I | 
did not take, my leave of you, before I h 
left the town, when you are told my d 
dear Fidelio's health required ſuch haſte; h 
and that this happy air of Hertfordſhire : 
has quite recovered him. ' 
( 


% But, you muſt now farther forgive 
me. I am about to chide you. What 
has befallen our good friend? You might 
perhays be very angry if J had put a , 
to our; tho' it is the only title now, his 
hope is proud of, I can aſſure you. 


— en tf wy} aoeaS3a3q nn of 


& You will, by this time, know, I 
mean Florello. He has intreated me, 
ſome days ago, to ſend you the incloſed; 
(one of my ſervants. being to go to 


London) having no other certain means, 
he 


a FLY 


or AL MIRA. nu 
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he ſaid, of getting it conveyed, with 
ſafety, to your hand. Whatever th 

contents may be, you are che properef 
judge of them; I am à ſtranget to 
them; but yet can give too ſhrewd a 
gueſs, that it is ſome frown of yours, 
inſtead of ſmiles, has been the occaſion 
of it; from one unhappy, unwiſhed cir- 
cumſtance, that only mine can tell you. 

He is, ſince this came to my 
hands, fallen into ſo very dangerous a 
diſorder, both of mind and body, that 
hardly any hope is given of his recovery. 
Your name, is all he can be heard to 
utter, day and night; tho* no one per- 
ſon in his family (for he is at his fa- 
ther's) ſeems to have been made ac- 
quainted with it before; and they are 
almoſt diſtracted to diſcover who Al- 
mira is; and what has fo unuſually af- 
fected him. But J have hicherto avoided 
giving the ſatis faction, I am ſcarce able 
to keep from them, of hearing I am 
acquainted with you; I would not ſay 
of hearing we were friends, for my own 


credit's fake; as worthy friendſhip can 
admit of no ſuch reſerve, methinks ;—- 
$1199 | emen 
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remember that, my dear. And yon 
have been, indeed, too cloſe in this af. 
fair 3 and yet, you ſee, you are detected. 
But, if you value my forgiveneſs or ad- 
vice, let me, I; earneſtly, intreat you, 
within three days at fartheſt, ſee you 


here! For, I aſſure you, in caſe of non- 


compliance, even my Fidelio will, he 
ſays, belive, that women are all grown 
deceivers, ſince the age we married in. 


& And now, you ſee, it is the honour 


of your ſex, thus put to ſtake in you, 


demands this viſit, to my dear Almira's 
Impatiently pe ding friend, 
And moſt obedient ſervant, 
AMANDA. 
P. 8. Iwill expect no anſwer, (there- 
fore have given orders that none 


ſhall be waited for) but that moſt 
wiſhed, of ſeeing you.” 


Almira - 
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Almira, after having read this letter, 
gave it to Cleone, but with trembling 

ingers and features, truly ſenſible o 
the contents and, while ſhe was read. 

ing it, broke open that from Florello, 
which had been incloſed. 1 was as 
follows : | 


j 
1 


« Moſt —— and ador'd Almira! 


WHAT have I ſuffered ! What can 

I have done? Certain I am, that 

I muſt have offended ; but how, alas ! 
is dark uncertainty. 


« How did your ever - charming 
image, at the window, in 2 wretched 
moment, bleſs and blaſt me! Too horrid 
inconſiſtency ! And yet my tortured 
heart, wreck'd equally by doubt, deſpair, 
and love! from thence, to this unhappy 
hour, approves it juſt. Yes, that ſame 
rending heart, alas! can even, in {uter- 
ing. acknowledge, that you are, you 
muſt be juſt; — and yer refuſes to in- 
form me, wherein I have deſerved a 


treatment that, otherwiſe, you never 


could have brought your gentle toul 
to 
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to give, the once moſt happy! but now 
wrerchedeft of mortals ! who will, how. 


ever, while he can fay he lives at all, 


denn W. as he muſt ever be, 
Voalterabiy yours, 
FLORELLO.“ 


Cleane, having read Amanda's letter, 
returned it to Almira, with a ſmile of 
thoughtful melancholy ; and aſked her, 
Whether ſhe thought it would be now 
the moſt conſiſtent with humanity, to 
leave Crudelia ? or to ſee Amanda ?—1 
dare not ſay, Florello, added ſhe, tho 
pity might adviſe it. 


I will determine how to anſwer that, 
(replied the almoſt - ſpiritleſs Almira) 
when I have had your thoughts on this; 
(giving her Florello's letter). 


Cleone having well peruſed it, cried, 
Excule me, my Gear friend! nor aſk 
my farther thoughts. The ſeeming 
ſtrength of tr uth and tenderneſs which 
this conta. as, I own, enervates me to 

weak- 


— — — — — — © ry = 


dr ' ALMIRA. 14; 
weakneſs ; nor would 1 bias wrong, a 


I blame not your compaſſion, my 
Cleone, (returned Almira) *tis laudible 
% tis diſintereſted, it therefore may be 
truſted. I ſhould, I own, have doubted 
the integrity and worth of mine. But; 
tho' appearances and reaſon join to claſh 
with it, I will, if poſſible, force truth 
alone to be the arbitrator ; and, by that 
nobleſt of deciſions, will henceforth de- 
termine. wh 


have a thought, this moment croſſing 
my imagination, that perhaps may prove 
propitious to my view. It is, you will 
think, a very odd one; and will much, 
| know, offend the nice punctillio of the 
over- delicate. But Florello's preſent caſe 
makes ſuch apologies unneceſſary to be 
thought of now; nor ſhould I take the 
ſtep I am intending, were not his life 
(as I am informed) in danger. 


Do you, my dear, give out, thro! all 
this family, that you have prevailed on 
me to viſit honeſt Prue for a few days ; 

Vol. I. L. —and 
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Land there, this evening, i mean to go. 
But mind, no coach or ſervant (of our 
own) muſt attend us thither. bi 

This perſon was a favourite ſervant, 
who had lived many years in her father's 
family, and "waited on Almira ; whoſe 
health permitting her no longer to con- 


tinue in that way of livelihood, had ſet- 


tled on the borders of the town (not far 
from them) in a ſmall branch of buſi- 
neſs, but depending chiefly upon the 
letting her lodgings ready - furniſhed, 
And thither, in a few hours, Almira 
and Cleone went. 


Nor was it needful to acquaint Cru- 
delia with their departure ; her ſenſes 
being then too much affected, for her to 
have underſtood whatever had been faid 
to her. | 


They took a hackney coach, which 
carried a portmantua with them ; and 


they contrived to make it almoſt dark 


before they a-lighted at her houſe. 
| bak + Now, 
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Now, this good woman, (fortunately 
for them) at this time was free from any 
lodgers, and had only in the houſe a 
daughter of her own, who lived with her, 
and aſſiſted hers in the buſineſs, 


Prudence no ſooner w them enter 
her ſmall parlour, than (with tears of 
joy and wonder) ſhe ran to kiſs Almira; 
crying, with uplifted hands, What can 
have brought my dear young lady to 
my cottage, at this time of night 2 How 
do you do ? How have you done ſince 1 

had laſt the honour of ſeeing you? 


Almira ſoon acquainted her with all; 
and ſhewed her plainly, that the diſorder 
her mind was in, occaſioned this late 
viſit. And ſhe opened more fully to 
Cleone, than ſhe had before, (and her 
new confidents) what ſhe had been re- 
ſolving on. Which was, to have two 
ſuits of mens apparel got immediately 
one for Cleone, and the-other for her- 
ſelf; in order to ſet out, next day, to 


make the requeſted viſit to Amanda. 


And Charlotte, the good woman's 
ern. being about the age and ſta- 
1 2 ture 
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ture of Almira, was to go and purchaſe 
them at a fale-ſhop, with all things be- 

ſides that might be neceſſary for them. 
Almira inſtructed her to ſay, ſhe was to 
buy them for a preſent to her (ſuppoſed) 
two brothers in the country ;—one of 
them ſomewhat ſhorter than herſelf; the 
other her own . ſize exactly. Her's was 
to be a ſuit of fine black cloth; Cleone's 
likewiſe fine blue grey. 


Bur, (at the firſt declaring her inten- 
tion) ſhe intreated Cleone not to accom- 
pany her in this romantic expedition, if 
it was diſagreeable to her: ſince Charlotte 
ſeemed very deſirous of waiting on her 
upon this occaſion z and of putting on 
again, a dreſs ſhe ſeemed to think be- 
came her better than her own. But 
Cleone would not ſuffer any perſon to 


attend her but herſelf. 


And chat by next day's noon, all 
things were ready for their journey: 
and, as the houſe ſtood near no other, 
they were free from the impertinence of 
obſervation. But honeſt Prudence ſent 
forth many a careful ſigh of apprehen- 


ſive 
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five fear, concerning this ſtrange meta- 
morphoſis! mingled with prayers and 
earneſt intreaties, that ſhe might hear 
from them! to be aſſured of their ar- 
riving ſafe, ſhe ſaid, thro' their new ex- 


pedition. | 


Almira promiſed her ſhe ſhould ; and 
left her a direction, to incloſe a letter 
for her to Amanda, if any meſſage or 
enquiry ſhould be made, or ſent, from 
home concerning her. 


This done, and both thus every way 
equipped, to look like gentlemen, they 
hired a poſt-chaiſe ; and, by the follow- 
ing afternoon, got to Amanda's ſeat. 


The young Bellmont (for that was 
now to be Almira's name) had "IE a 
line or two, in order to prevent *her 
friend's ſurprize, or their diſcovery ; and 
this, a ſervant of Amanda's carried in, 
before they would a-light. The note 
contained as follows: | 


S 


« My dear Amanda muſt not be ſur- 


prized, if ſhe, beneath the borrowed 


3 names 
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names of Bellmont and Alexis, ſhould 
find the real ones, Cleone and Almira. 


12 1 have L T hope, obeyed'you,—only 


to ſupport the honour of my ſex, thus 


put to ſtake, you ſay, in me. I have, 
tor once, laid the appearance of my ſex 


aſide, and taken up the other. But let 


no eye, nor ear, be witneſs of it, but your 
own. And, therfore, let your garden be 
our place for converſation ;—there let 
us be defired to wait your coming. 


© Diſguiſe, in all reſpects, muſt ſure 
be guilty ! elſe, why this ſhame and pain 
attending it ? | | 
| Yours, 


This. when. Amanda had: read; they - 


were accordingly conducted, by a ſer- 
vant, to the garden, where ſhe imme- 
diately attended them, and led them to a 
ſummer-houſe; where, unperceived by 
any of the family, they might diſcourſe 
with freedom. And there Almira pre- 
ſently unboſomed her intention in taking 
Insa? « | | up 
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up that dreſs, | which ANY at firlt, 


amaz d Amanda greatly. 


I will, (ſaid ſhe) my friend, with your 
kind aid, and this diſguiſe, endeavour to 
accompliſh more than ever my own habit 
could do for me. I am, you ice, by 
what I have hinted to you, in the pur- 


ſait of truth; and where is now the 


maid ſhe does not chooſe (eſpecially i in 
love) to fly from? I have not time at 
preſent {or inclination you will forgive 
me) further to explain myſelf. Let it 
ſuffice, that I will ſee Florello; but you 


mult introduce me to him, or properly 


prepare the way for me. — | would ap- 
pear to be nearly allied to you, a ſtudent 
in philoſophy or phyſic; or elſe divinity ! 
(that I ſhould firſt, indeed, have named) 
or all, if found of uſe on this occaſion. 


But you muſt, likewiſe, recommend 
us to a houſe, where we may lodge un- 


noticed; nor preis me farther. 1 intreat 


you, to continue now in yours ; ſome 


word may probably elcape us, and diſ- 


cover us at once. 
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een eicher a more 
particular account of the unhappy ſtate 
Florello was then in, tears unavoidably 
ſole down. young Bellmont's, unmann'd 
cheeks ; which made the former willing 
to change the ſubject for the preſent. 
She then propoſed to them a place, juſt 
by her houſe, , where they might lodge 
with privacy. and ſafety. It was a little 
cottage, on a river's bank, that ran two 
fields beyond Fidelio's garden, which he 
had given to his ſhepherd and his wife, 
who generally were abroad all day. And 
there ſhe could, without reſtraint or no- 
tice, go frequently herſelf, and ſend 
whatever might be neceſſary for them 
by her ſervants. 


It was propoſed, likewiſe, by that 
good lady, that they ſhould paſs for 
- brother-ſtudents, but juſt come from 
college; but of a diſpoſition much more 
ſolid (added ſhe) than is often met with; 
as preferring ſtudy and retirement to all 
other pleaſures. 
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p Almira hen | deſired Amanda to ſend 
a ſervant, to diſcharge their chaiſe; and, 


after 
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aſter thanking her for all her offered fa- 
vours, intreated that ſhe would conduct 
them to their intended retreat immedi- 
e nnn ſhe obliging with conſented 
to. | 


* 


e Res the honeſt; Aäckent miſ- 
hs. 2 it, ſitting, without her door, 
employed in ſpinning. Amanda told 
her, ſhe had brought two of her kinſ- 
men, for ſome little time, to lodge with 
her; and charged her to take care of 
them, for ſhe ſhould often call, and 
would herſelf reward her diligence. 


Paſtora ſhewed them into her beſt 
apartment, conſiſting of two little 
rooms ; where every thing as much ex- 
celled in neatneſs, as palaces excell in 
ſplendor. And there, in a ſhort time, 
Amanda left them ; giving directly or- 
ders to her houſekeeper (who was in- 
truſted) to carry thither ſuch refreſh- 
ments as were paper for them. 


Amanda then, as was agree ed upon, 
ſet out, with her Fidelio, to fee Florello; 
conſulting with him, as the went, (and 

open- 
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opening the affair to him) how they 


Mould act in this, to anſwer beſt chen 


wiſh. Concerving his een 2 
{ 118 I. Is 


F ideliaspprohended danger fo ſuch 


delay, as this dilguiſe portended : and 


Amanda knew too well Almira's delica- 
cy, to propale a thought that might 
offend it. The ſtricteſt {ſecrecy had been 
enjoined 3- nor could ſhe, on one fide of 


friendſhip, make a wound, in order ta 


heal the other. 


They a-lighted ſoon at Bellmore's 
houſe. Bellona met them in the hall; 
with both deipair and grief, too viſible 
upon her features, for them to have a 
doubt concerning the condition of her 
ſon : but Bellmore firſt informed them, 
that he grew every hour , worſe, tho' he 
had the aſſiſtance of the ableſt phyſicians 
far and near; who all declared, it was 
not in the power of their ſkill to help 
him, as his malady lay far beyond the 
fron of medicine 

Some afflistion 0 hoy ſaid), had touch- 


a his ods and, by the — 
Klubs they 
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they had made, it certainly was love: 
but it had gone too far, they feared, for 


him to overcome it; having not only 


preyed upon his breaſt, but almoſt over- 
thrown his ſenſes: adding, that they 
had often prefled him to diſcover, to 
ſome friend, what was the cauſe of this; 
but he ſeemed quite regardleſs of what- 
ever had been ſaid to him, — ſtill talk- 
ing to, and anſwering himlelf, tho' ge- 
nerally unintelligibly. 


What can be further done? (conti- 
nued Bellmore). Think for me, I be- 
ſeech you, my good friends! that I 
may ſave my dear, dear boy | tho' my 
whole fortune were to be the recom- 
pence, | 


Amanda eagerly embraced that op- 


portunity, and told them, if they would 


chooſe to truſt their ſon in the ſafe 
hands of one, who looked indeed like a 
too young practitioner, ſhe would en- 
gage to anſwer for the confequences 2 
tor he had greater ſkill in ſuch diſorders 
(tho? they were deemed moſt difficult to 
cure) than many other members of the 
. faculty, 
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faculty, much older than he was, could 
ever pretend to. — But, that he never 
would be called in conſultation; and 
was generally very ſhy. of ſpeech, ex 
i to his patients, whom he always 
ked with much ; depending upon diſ- 
courſe, more than medicines, often, in 
theſe ſort of caſes; having long ſtudied 
natural philoſophy; which, ſometimes, 
greatly helped ail to effect a cure. 


This e account of him, made 
the ſunk eyes of Bellmore brighten thro 
their cloud of grief, with joyful hope 
prompt gratitude, and every amiable 
fenſation, (ſuitable to the occaſion) that 
could effect the heart of a fond parent 
and, jumping from his ſeat, involunta- 
ily, as if to make more haſte in ferch- 

g him, he cried, But where, for pity's 
5 2 my, worthy friend, where does he 
live? Where ſhall I find him ? What 
is his name? I will ſend away, this mo- 
ment, for him. Some guardian angel 
may, perhaps, have ſent you to reſtore 


my dear F lorello to me. 


Amanda 


Amanda aderook to fend him ſpee- 
ily, adding, that inc would talk with 
nl before Fl came, concerning what 


had been alfeady done. And hearing 


that Florello, by the help of a compo- 


ſing draught, had fallen into a doze, 


they did not Tee him, but thought pro- 
per to deſire, their having been there, 
might not be named before him; nor, 
that this young phyſician was recom- 
mended by them, for ſome days at leaſt, 
for reaſons, which ſhe would one day or 
other acquaint them with. 


Bellona anſwered, that ſuch caution 
was unneceſſary, as he neither ſeemed to 
know, or care for, any perſon now; 
nor had ſhe truly any hope from trying 
more advice, ſince he could, for ſome 
time paſt, hardly be Derlſuaded to ſwal- 
low any thing. But that, while there 
was life, there ſhould be hope indeed; 

therefore ſhe joined with Bellmore to 
requeſt, he might be lent as ſoon as 
poſlible. b ; 


Amanda 
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Amanda and her hou! then took 
their leave ſhe haſtened to our young 
phyſician, before ſhe ſlept, in order to 
prepare him for his yiſit; requeſting, 
that her chariot might attend him. But 
Bellmont fearing much, with reaſon, 
from the known curioſity of | ſervants, 
when they meet; choſe rather, as it was 
but a ſmall and- pleaſant walk, to take 
no perſon; but Alexis with him, and to 
go on foot (tho' not unconſcious that 
the ableſt head, in practiſing of phylic, 
ſeems to want weight, unleſs it is ſup- 
ported by the dignity of coach and ſer- 
vants.) Nor would he go till the next 
day, having heard he was in bed, and 
under the effect of opium; and it was 
belides too late. But on the following 
morning, having firſt properly diſguiſed 
his face, as much as was thought neceſ- 
ſary, by darkening its complexion, and 
eyebrows z and putting on a perriwig 
that ſhaded half the cheek, they both 
ſet out for Bellmore's. But Alexis judg- 
ed it meſt proper, that he ſhould wait 
Bellmont's return at a ſmall diſtance 
from the houſe; alled.ing, that Ow 

ches 
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ſence of a third perſon might fruſtrate 
her deſign in talking with him. Nor 
could her going alone make any breach 


in prudence, when his deplorable con- 
dition was confidered, as ſhe had once 
e een 1 af 1 


The imagioed WS BR was received 
with 'the ſincereſt welcome, when he told 
them, Amanda had requeſted” him to 
wait upon them; and he defired to be 


conducted to the ſick gentleman's apart- 


ment. 


Bellona would herſelf attend him 
thither, but Bellmore's grief kept him 
below. Florello was jutt taken up, and 
ſicting in an eaſy chair, his back turn'd 
towards the door they enter'd at; and 
ſo intent on ſomething he was looking 
at (which they at firſt believed to be = 
book) that, for ſome moments, he 


ſeemed ignorant that any one was near 


him. 


. Belmont Füwever, moving very ſlow- 
ly round to his chair, made a ſhort har, 
n tent a penetrating eye betore iti, 
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to obſerye. what book it was. But how 


agreeably was he a{toniſhed, to perceive 
Almira's picture, looking full on the 
original. | 


Now, had our phyſician need of all 
the ſkill he was come there to exerciſe 
upon another: he was obliged to ſum- 
mon all the fortitude, indeed, of manl 
reſolution, to conduct him ſafe thro' 
this adventrous undertaking, where there 
was no retreating handſomely. 


Bellona having told her fon, that ſhe 
had brought a gentleman to lee him, 
who was perſuaded he could miniſter re- 
lief, if he would patiently be guided by 


him; he ſhut the picture up with great 


precipitation, as if afraid they were in- 
tending to take it from him, and turned 
his head averted from them, and de- 
clined it on his chair, returning not 4 


word of anſwer. She then gave way 


for Bellmont to approach him; who, 


having found it moſt convenient to ap- 
pear juſt then a quaker, kept his hat 
upon his head; and, with a pulſe no leſs 
diſturbed himſelf, attempted to examine 

poor 
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poor Florello's; and knowing, in a 


moment, more of it, and his diſtemper, 
than many of his brethren, could in two 
or three, with a deciſive nod and ſhake 
of head, he told his mother (turning 
firſt away from him) that phyſic would 
be here of very little ſervice he perceiv- 
ed; that *twas the mind, alone, ſtood 


much in need of alterative evacuations 


and ſuch aſliſtance, as he believed, had 
not yet been thought of, or attempted, 
in his caſe, by thoſe whom they had be- 
tore conſulted. 


Bellona told him, in a whiſper, that 
if he thought that only neceſſary, there 
was a very worthy clergyman, their mi- 


niſter, whom ſhe would get to talk with 


him immediately. 


No, by no means, at preſent, I in- 
treat you, madam ; truſt him intirely to 
my care; I am not quite a novice in that 
ſcience neither. Then turning round, 
and taking, very ſolemnly, again Flo- 
rello's hand, he ſpoke to him with a 
more elevated voice, the following 
words, | 

Vol. I, Rn Young 
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Young gentleman, be comforted, for- 
tune, I hope, has ſent me into Hert- 
fordſhire, to cſtabliſh your recovery ſoon, 
if tis not your own, fault... 

Bellmont had no ſooner. ſpoke this, 
than up Florello ſtarted, forward from 
his chair's back, like one awakened out 
of a trance; and looking wiſhfully and 
wildly round him, as it for ſomebody 
he could not find, ſunk back again, and 
fighing, recompoſed himſelf. 


Bellmont obſerving this, and fearing leſt 
Bellona ſhould be alarmed at it, deſired 
to be left alone with him a little while: 
and when ſhe had left the room, having 
drawn a chair cloſe to him, he began 
to bathe his temples with ſome reviving 
ſcents, prepared on purpole, to appear 
ſomewhat in character, and then ad- 
dreſſed him thus: How do you find 
your head, fir, is it any better ſince | 
bathed it? Again Florello ſtarted, and 
looked up, as he did juſt before, and 
fixing ſtedfaſtly bis eyes upon him, cried, 
in an earneſt manner, Was it you, fir, 
"#110 1POrE t@ me2... + T7 24 v0 
EST” —. | Bellmont 
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ö Bellmont replied, it was. — He then 
nigain looked as if loſt in thought, and 
ſighed ; looked wildly up, and cried, I 
ſee, alas! I was miſtaken z eyes, and 
ears, conſpire only to deceive me, , like 
Almira! Then looking up again, on 
Bellmont, for ſome moments, with his 
eyes overflowing, as it were, with min- 
gled grief and languor, he begg'd to 
now his name and buſineſs with him. 


He replied, My name is Bellmont, 
fir; my function was intended to be only 
phyſic, but, prompted by a natural and 
more extenſive curioſity, I have dived 
as deeply into ſeveral other uſeful ſci- 
ences ; nor could one fo agreeable, as 
natural philoſophy, eſcape my applica- 
tion. Your malady was lately mention'd 
to me (for I have not been long away 
from the college I belong to) and I was 
bold enough to think, it was within the 
power of my art to help you. 


Believe me, fir, (faintly return'd Flo- 
rello, ſeeming more compoſed a little) 
my affliction lies beyond all art, nature 
oy M 2 will 


U 
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will here not yeild to its poor ſlave ! 
yet I vill own, you ſeem. to me to be 


the ableſt, proficient in your ſcience tha 
has yet been brought to me. | 


1 Belmont at that look'd down, and 
bluſhing, bow'd, and thanked him for 
his favourable prepoſſeſſion, which he 
hoped. (he ſaid) would turn to his own 
advantage, by facilitating greatly his re- 
covery. 


Florello thus proceeded. There is a 
kind of ſoft perſuaſive balm diffuſed thro' 
all you ſay to me, that forces me to lend 
attention to you, tho' too unhappily 
convinced, that tis not in the power of 
man to give relief to maladies like mine 


Perhaps, fir, (cry'd Bellmont) your 
conſcience ;({I pray excuſe me) may, be- 
ing over nice in ſome light love affair or 
other, touch you too ſenſibly ; if fo, 
concealment, will but help your ruin. 
Deal plainly with me, I intreat you, fir; 
let me fixſt, probe a wound I come to 
cure loye 18, J plainly fee, your calc. 


l have at preſent one beneath my care, 
Th o N Ss whoſe 


on.) 
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whoſe ſtory, if you'll give me leave, I 
will acquaint you with, In order to di- 
vert your thoughts from contemplating 
too intenſely on your own grief; but 
you'll alloy me to conceal his name. 
Sometimes much comfort can be drawn 
from only the compariſon of woes. (Here 
Bellmont ſtopt, and preſently Florello 
raiſed his head, and begg'd him to go 


This gentleman is young, and of an 
honourable Family, accompliſhed by an 
extenſive education, agreeably polite, 
and of a form adapted to engage the fe- 
male approbation. Some time ago, he 
made his addreſſes to a young gentlewo- 


man, not much beneath him; who was 


weak enough to think, and hope, that 
ſhe had influence ſufficient to engage 
his whole regard. But, juſt when he 
had urged from her ſo high a declara- 


tion in his favour, that they were ſnortly 


after to be married, a former miſtreſs 
proved her prior claim to him; which 
having reached the ear of her, whoſe 
ſoul, it ſeems, could brook no rival in 
her love, ſhe never after would receive 

2 M 3 his 
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his, falſe addreſſes. Yer, notwithſtand- 


much affected him, that like the ſimple 
aſs, the fable mentions, between theſe 
two, he ſeems to threaten: being very 
ſoon deprived of both (or that both ſhall 


ſo much to heart, that there has been 
but little hope of his recovery for ſome 
time paſt. And give me leave to ſay, 
that your diſorder, ſir, and his, in my 
opinion, ſeems to ſpring from the ſame 


I allow, may differ much. Come, place 


you ſhall ſhortly own yourſelf the better 
for it; while you conceal this enemy in 


muſt baffle al 
have an art, you are not yet acquainted 
with, by which I mean to ſerve you, if 
you. can bonfide. We Wor! nn 


Flopello emed to liſten, during this 


ing this divided inclination, it has to 


be deprived of him) for he has taken it 


ſort of cauſe, tho? ſome circumſtances, 


your confidence in me, and truſt me 


ſilence, it . upon your ſpirits, and 
attempts to help you. 1 


diſcourſe, with [melancholy pleaſure and 
attention; mingled with, now and then, 
a heavy iſigh |. Tooking on Bellmont fre- 
quently, as if it was dot „ to 
| m 
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him to give attention to this ſtory: 
which, being ended, he reached out his 
hand to him, and ſhaking his, in the 
moſt friendly manner, (While au invelun 
tary tear or two, ſtood trembling over 
his ſight, as if aſhamed to fall) he faint- 
* anſwered _ as follows: DOVE! 8 


1 thank you; * for your kind care of 
an unhappy man, whoſe welfare merits 
not at all (much leſs from you, who are 
ſo much a ſtranger to him) ſuch tender 
pains to ſave him. Nor does he wiſh 
for life, (to own the truth to you) un- 
leſs that bliſs of mind could be reſtored, 
on which the | body's health alone de- 
pends. But, if it were in art to com- 
tort me, you certainly, I ſhould believe, 
was ſent, by ſome kind angel, to effect 
my cure. For, while you talk to 
me, methinks, I feel my ſoul revive, 
as tho it bid me hope again. Nor have 
I ſeen a perſon, till you came, whom I 
could force myſelf to open my diſorder 
to; yet I will own it all te you; for, 
either I deceive myſelf, or there is a 
u in your foul,” as well as in 

[2114 M4 ti 28 yo. 
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your — that Fa my con: 
dence. Of 944 1. I0 5 
yift 5:15 x tor 101 ovil 01 21. 
Lour daa mies has been z con- 
cerning me. Love is, L own, the cauſe 
of all I fuffer;— a love! at once the 
pureſt, yet moſt hopeleſs? But, alas 
ſir, your other patient's caſe differs, in- 
deed, widely from mine. I ſnould ima- 
gine, I deſerved not even pity, did not 
(as you conjectured) the circumſtances 
of our ſtories greatly differ: nor can I 
well conceive, how one ſo falſe, as he 
appears to be, could be ſo much affected. 
No; I am more unhappy, fir | I have 
long adored a lady, every way the moſt 
accompliſhed to inſpire the tendereſt 
. Reaſon, or ſelf - partiality, al- 
wed me to believe, that I was not the 
laſt in her eſteem; and we were ſoon to 
have been united by the ſolemn tie of 
matrimony. I thought myſelf the hap- 
. of mortals ! yet, from this bliſsful 
was ſunk down at once - re- 
tedly denied the ſight of her, in whom 
led por ſuffered to conceive wherein 
nad offended her; tho' certain that 1 
muſt, ſome way or other. 
oj | Believe 
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Believe me, ſir, I have no wiſh for 
life, unleſs to live for her. Excuie my 
weakneſs, if you think it facth; She is 
deſerving of ii.. And my want ot me- 
rit; not my want of juſt fteſteem and 
love, muſt ne; have loſb cher. 

$ £9 TAO THEY 

Here, aticf and weaknels, almoſt over- 

wered him for a few moments; when 

thus veferncd his ſubject: 4 
. a * am — affected, 
when I tell you, that ſhe is not only 
miſtreſs of every amiable attraction but 
that ſhe is the firſt of women, who could 
ever influence my ſoul, to make me 
know it was ſuſceptable of love, among 
the many 1 have ſeen in different nations 
and at home; where ſeveral, thought 
the moſt agreeable by W "we been 
pe to me. 


1 The dion manner this v was oguie 
in, almoſt overthrew poor Bellmont's 
fortitude; and, inadvertently, called up 
ſo much iche tender paſſions to the 
me Features, chat FloreHo-ftarted Vas 


! he 
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he caſt his eyes that moment towards you 
him ; and, gazing for tome time upon unk 
him, with a kind of penetrating eager- 7 
nels, he aſked. him, if he had not "FE 
filter 2 8 Sf er the deluſion of a tt plie 
idea, ( ever. Aeta jo his mind) danced 8 
then before is ſight, or; he perceived a ſhe 


likeneſs the molt dear to him ! 


Bellmont; "tho' half . * ce! 
this queſtion, reſumed immediately the ſm 
man again, as much as poſſible; and fot 
found it very lucky for him, that no in 
ftronger light (than was, admitted thro' th 
one ſhutter) had been allowed to enter ye 
at the windows of his chamber; and ve 
anſwered him as follows: q 

ir f 

No, ſir! indeed, I never was fo hap- - 
py; at leaſt, 1 never knew a ſiſter. But p 
1 conclude, by, what you ſaid, in caſe I I 
had one living, your dilturbed imagina- t 


tion was perſwading you, ſhe. was this 
favoured lady, juſt now mentioned. 


c 
However, Jam proud, I will aſſure you, | 
that you have. c ſo good a reaſon | 
tor me to expce and hope, a place in | 
your 
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your regard; tho I muſt c on ly thank the 
unknown lady for it. . 


Ni F (11 } 4 


Florello then ngbed deeply" aa f re- 


plied, Excuſe me, fr my dear Almira, 


I remember'how, often lamented that 


(Offi 


ſhe had' not a ſiſter. 1 ek 


Well, ſir, (reſumed our young phy- 
ſician) 1 will now inſiſt, you give me a 
ſmall inſtance of your favour, by calling 


for a diſh of chocolate; for nature ſtands s 


in need of more ſubſtantial ſuſtenance, | 
than the etherial one that (I am inform'd)ꝰ 


you let her be ſupported by. And, if 
you will promiſe me to take, as fre- 
quently as ſhall be required, thoſe re- 


quilite refreſhments, which I mean to 
order for you, —they ſhall not be un- 
pleaſant I aſſure you. And, likewiſe, if 
it lies any other way, within my power, 
to de of ſervice to you, in this unhappy 
caſe you have let me into) you may com- 
mand me freely; 


to reſtore your health, and * of 
mind again. 


Flo- 


and depend upon my 
honour, and the faithfulleſt endeavours, | | 
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Floreſio thanked him in the kindeſt 
ict? ald conſented, firft, to his re- 
qtreſt conc rning the chocolate, provided 
=: 681d Fear n him comp panty, and rake 
z Wiſh bimfelt;” which (the bell being 
rang for) lie drank, with greater reliſh 
than, he declared, he had for any thing 
ſince the beginning of his indiſpoſition. 
He then began again, to this effect: 


I will accept your friendly offer, ſir, 
of farther ſervice: it is in your power 
to oblige me greatly, (for I have made 
none of my family acquainted with this 
ſtory). And would you, therefore, wait 
upon a neighbouring lady, (tor whom 
I have a great eſteem) in my name, and 
only beg to know, if ſhe has yet re- 
ceived an anſwer to a letter, wrote by 
me, ſome time ago? it would, good fir, 
for ever lay me under the higheſt obli- 
gation to you. Should you be fortunate 
enough to hear ſhe has, and it ſhould 
be propitious to my ardent wiſh! you 


need preſcribe” no other cordial to me. 


If not. and then a ſigh prevented 
him From: ſaying more. 
Bellmont 
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Bellmont aſſured him, that he would 
90 immediately and, having taken his 
directions 650 f neceſſary) to Amanda's 
houſe, took the moſt. friendly leave of 
him; and gave an ino enſiye verbal 
recipe below, more nouriſhing than me- 
dicinal, which he deſired Bellona to pre- 
pare for him, and ſee him. take, as often 
as directed. But he retuſed the tce ſhe 
urged him to accept. 


Florello ſeemed to part with him with 
much reluctance; and enjoined him in 
2 promiſe to repeat his viſit on the fol- 
lowing day, if poſſible, 


He Baftenecl to his friend Alexis; 


(who waited with impatience his return, 

in an appointed field, juſt by) and cried, 

Alas! my friend! 1 am, almoſt con- 

ag already that I have, wronged 

0 fl. even, in ce to my rea- 
ill. 


The other. (when the above-mention- 
ed particulars. were told, replied, I am 
pans that your. reaſon, VNN ſoon, 
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will be obliged to aſk your own, and 
| ; Florelg's pardon: But they then 
made all the haſte imaginable home to 
meet Amanda, ho had en to be 
Abr e them. 
id bas VE ie 0 

BY And. ſhe. (with "Oe ſon) was waiting : at 
their cottage : for it had been agreed on 
that they ſhould intruſt that innocent 
and amiadle youth, with their diſguiſe, 
to give leſs cauſe for wonder, when that 
lady viſited two gentlemen fo frequent- 
ly, tho?.they were called her kinſmen. 


Bellmont related to her all that had 
paſt. And thus that wiſe and charitable 
friend (after hearing it with fixt a atten= 
m_ replied, 


I Indeed. my dear, you have, I think, 
in chis affair, been cruel d and too raſh, 
in paſſing ſentence on him. Falſehood 
will, very often, nicely | counterfeit the 
truth, in order to deceive. —But noble, 
ſelf-ſufficient truth! diſdains to wear the 
other's odious maſque; and, therefore, 
eaſily is known from the other. Flo- 
rello. mult, 1. am ſure, be i —_— 
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however that vile ſerole, that moſt un- 
happy ciroumſtance, cam to appear 
againſt him. Let me, 1 intreat you, go 
to him; with leave, from-you! to Teal 
his pardon : tho?, for ought Pknow, the 
pardoner of him, may, by and by, ſtand 
more in need of his; or I Will own. my- 
elf miſtaken 1 9 20 570 

An dns cried, 1 keartly concur in this 
opinion. obne 


But ther r zudgrbent of 
poor Bellmont, between hope and fear, 
hung timorouſly doubtful ſtill: for there 
8, generally, planted in our nature, an 
unhappy aptitude, that labours to tor- 
ment us; that makes us moſt incline to 
think thoſe things are true, which moſt 
ve wiſh ſhould not: and ſhe determined 
to be ſtill more fully ſatisfied; alledg- 
ing, as her reaſon, that all doubt of 


conſtancy, mult be entirely diſſi Pzted't in 


ber ene of bers. r 19D 
is 1 vwoald 3 a farther 
trial of him, —throwing off her diſguiſe; 5 
as ſhe was ſenſible; ſne 1aid, his ſufferings 

tor her were apparently ſincere. 
She 
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She then determined, that Alexis only 
ſhould go, the moraing following, and 
give Florello this note from Bellmont; 
which, by Amanda's ſon, was firſt tran- 
ſcribed; Whoſe hand was quite unknown 
to him | 


IF, ſir, you find your health and 
ſpirits, will, to day, permit you to 
be. conducted, in an eaſy airing, by the 
bearer of this note, to my abode, it will 
be of ſervice to you; and hope to give 
you ſome account, not difagreeable, con- 


cerning my viſit to the lady. & 


«© The air, and gentle exerciſe, I can 
aſſure you. will be of great effect to you; 
nor will the journey be fatiguing, as the 
diſtance is a ſmall one from your houſe. 


e Fou will ſoon know the reaſon of 
this unexpected, ftrange requeſt! and 
will, I am certain, then excule the free- 
dom of it, in 


Your ſincere well-wiſher, 
BELLMONT.” 


Alcxis 


iy, 
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Alexis went next morning, and, after 
ſending in this note, was ſoon deſired to 
walk up, in order to attend Florello , 


who aſked him very kindly after the 


health of Bellmont, hoping that no ac- 
cident or ſickneſs had prevented the viſit 
he had that day intended him ; adding, 
that he had found himſelf ſo wonderfully 
and beyond expectation mended, by his 
viſit and advice, that he was able to think 
on the journey with much pleaſure; and 
immediately defired the coach might be 
got ready for them. But the requeſt ſo 
much ſurprized his mother, that ſhe in- 
ſiſted, for ſome time, that ſome of them 
might bear him company, for ſhe was 


ſure his head was now much more diſ- 


ordered than it was before. But he, de- 
clining that propoſal, told her, he choſe 
alone to talk with his new doctor, who 
had done more for him, by only talking, 
than all, before conſulted, had been able 


to effect by many diſagreeable preſcrip- 
tions. 5 


Upon which his father interpoſed, and 
begg'd her to deſiſt; crying, I think he 
ſeems quite well already. 


Vol. I. N Alexis, 
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Alexis, not diſpoſed to ſee him dreſs 
himſelf (or rather be aſſiſting in his dref- 
ſing) deſired to view the gardens, till 
he was ready; where we will leave them 
to purſue their little journey. 


Amanda and Almira (the laſt of whom 
was now no longer to be called Bell- 
mont) were conſulting how they might 
beſt receive Florello, if he ſhould come; 
and at laſt it was agreed between them, 
that the former only ſhould appear at 
firſt. And ſhe accordingly, alone re- 
ceived him, and told him not to be ſur- 
prized, for ſhe was kindly ſent for thi- 
ther, by his new phyſician, to partake 
the pleaſure of his amendment, and the 
favour of that viſit ; as there was fome- 
thing to diſcover, that would give him 
pleature likewiſe. Nor could the doctor 
have (ſhe ſaid) the ſatisfaction of at- 


tending him, having been called another 


way, but juſt before he came, on very 
urgent buſineſs, 7 


Florello ſeemed much confuſed at this, 
but begg'd immediately to be inform'd, 
if there was any letter for him from 

| Almira. 
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| Almira. To which Amanda anfwered, 
there was one indeed, and of impor- 
tance ! that ſhould be ſhewn-to him, if 
he would arm himſelf with neceffary for- 
titude before he read it, ſmiling at the 
ſame time ſhe ſaid it, with a look of 
hope and comfort towards him. 


On hearing this he ſigh'd, and ſilent- 
ly looked round; ſeemingly with impa- 
tience, as if wiſhing for the ſight of Bell- 
mont, and fearing to requeſt the letter; 
when the door opening, from the other 
room, preſented his Almira entering to 
them, with a melancholy ſmile, of dig- 
nity and graceful pity! He ſtarted at 
the ſight of her, as if he really thought 
her apparition (only) had viſited his 
fancy: but when ſhe had advanced 
ſome paces forward, he attempted to 
ſpring from his ſeat, as if forgetful and 
regardleſs of his weaken'd ſtate of health, 
and ran, as well as he was able, to meet 
her, with a bended knee, ſnatching her 
hand with trembling rapture, awed by 
diffidence and overjoy'd furprize ! Am 
I, cry'd he, awake! or does this hea- 
venly dream deceive my ſenſes ? No, 

| N 2 | — © 
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no, *tis my Almira! this dear hand 
this form! cannot deceive me. But to 
find you here, thus unexpectedly, thus 
happily, I hope, to call to lite again a 
wretch who has fo long, alas! exiſted 
but to miſery! ever ſince his eyes were 
ſuffered to meet thoſe angelic beams with 
Pleaſure. -» How it can be, muſt equally 
aſtoniſh and delight me | 


Tou ſee, replied Amanda, kindly, 
what you owe intirely to Bellmont. (Ob- 
ſerving that poor Almira was quite ſi- 
lent, and to appearance unable to reply /. 


To Bellmont, cry'd Florello, is that 
poſſible? good heaven for ever bleſs that 
matchleſs wond'rous friend ! a friend ſo 
newly found, and yet thus ſoon, and 
thus amazingly, to heap the firſt and 
beſt of obligations on me! How has this 
been, or can it really be? Where is he, 
madam (turning to Amanda) that he 
ſhould be prevented thus partaking in 
my preſent happineſs? My overflowing 
gratitude (if it is to him I owe the 
ſight of my Almira) burns with impa- 
tience to make ſome return, Tho' in- 

| ſufficient, 
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ſufficient, all my thanks muſt be, for 
ſuch unhop'd relief (from him) as this. 


If ſuch you call it, Sir; you owe it 


all indeed to him, return'd:Almira, and 
only him; nor let me take a merit that 
is ſo much another's. Twas his report 
concerning you, alone prevailed on me, 
who happen'd to be at my friend Aman- 


da's, to come in perſon, to account for 


a behaviour, which were inexcuſable in 
me, had I not thought there was appa- 
rent reaſon for it; and which, if that 
paper does not juſtify, I own myſelf to 
ſeek for an apology, for giving you pain 
I never wiſhed you. She then deliver'd 
to him the letter before - mentioned, 


wrote by Crudelia, which he immediate- 


ly peruſed. And in that moment A- 
mintor (who had been walking for ſome 
time in an adjacent orchard, by his mam- 
ma's deſire, as ſhe imagin'd it might not 
be agreeable to both theſe lovers, to 
have him there as witneſs of that amia- 
ble weakneſs, that is ſeldom wanting 
upon ſuch occaſions) brought up a let- 
ter to Amanda, which one of her ſer- 
vants had juſt then brought. She, ha- 
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ving opened it, found it was within di- 
rected to Almira, and gave it her; who 
ſaw immediately that it came from her 
old honeſt ſervant Prudence. And the 
contents were thele : 


* My dear young lady. 


1 Hope that theeſe wil finde you wel in 


helth. I have don nothin elſe but 
dremed of you, by day and nite, ſince 
you ſat off from us: ſure nothin bad 
can have befalin you, that my poore 
hart ſhoould ake aboute you ſo. How- 
ſever, that is not the onely mater of my 
riting nether; for, good lac a day, who 
woould a thouht it! but your ant has 
takin ſomwat now ſo much to hart, and 
thinkin that as how may hap ſhe has 
not longe to live, hopes peteully to ice 
you. 


Her favarite maed has been up and 
downe with me, a powr of times, ever 
ſinſe you went, aboute you. And here- 
ing you were out of towne, and that [ 
knew indede as whare, and woould not 
tel her; maddam herſelf, whooſe ſinſes 

tudingly 
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ſudingly came to her, to evere wons ſir- 
priſe, has ſent this leter for you, and 
diſired me to ſende it to you with all 
ſpede, and ſhe did not forgit me nether 
for it. SIS 

D Do, I beg you, my good lady, come 
and fe her, out of onely charitee; for I 
have heerd ſtrang thinges aboute her, 
al canot be rite. | 


Yours, for. ever to comande, 
Tel deth, 

PRUDENCE. 

P.S. My dater Sharlote gin her 


umble dutee to you, my dear lady, 
and to good miſtres Cleona.“ 


8 Incloſed, 
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Incloſed, there was the following 
letter: 8 


My deareſt neice. 
] Am, I find now, drawing very near 
my end; but cannot die in peace till 


I have your forgiveneſs, and your prayers 
for me. 


„My unkind uſage of you, often, 
has deferved your leaving me ar ſuch 
a time; nor can I blame you for it. Yet 
you are {till a ſtranger to the worſt of it; 
which the incloſed unhappy paper will 
too well acquaint you with. I ſend it 
you, for fear I ſhould not live to ſee 
you ; that I, in death, may clear the 
innocent, whom I, in life, have injured. 
— Prevail upon Florello, if poſſible, as 
well as your dear ſelf, to pardon me. 
Guilt is, itſelf, the ſharpeſt of all puniſh- 
ments. - O! that I could have known 
that ſooner! I never have enjoyed my 
health, or peace of mind, fince I per- 
petrated that laſt black deed! for Pro- 
vidence, alas ! is juſt in all things! and 
J have more to anfwer for. 


„ ] have 
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" of I have yet more, my dear, to ſay 


to you, than I have power or ſtrength to 


write; for it is with pain and difficulty 
I can write at all. The little power, 

that has juſt now been lent me, is to do 
juſtice only, J am certain. Wy, 


« For pity's ſake, I beg it of you, 


let me ſee you quickly ! if you have any 


pity for your too-undelerving, but now 
_ ſincerely penitent, and | 


Moſt affectionate aunt, 
CRUDELIA.” 


Florello, who by this time had twice 
read over, with viſible amazement, the 
letter which Almira had juſt given him, 
waited impatiently her having finilhed 
the reading of hers; and the firlt mo- 
ment he met her eyes recovering their 
lids from off the paper in her hand, he 
cried, For heayen's ſake ! madam, what 
does all this mean? I am a ſtranger to 
theſe baſe contents; tho? ſome vile hand, 
I fee, has named me in them. Tell me, 
| | be- 
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I beſeech you, where it came from; 
for I am all aſtoniſhment ! | 


. Juſt then, Amanda, who had obſerved 
his frequent change of countenance, in- 
ſiſted on his taking a glaſs of wine with 
ſome reviving dropss. 


©, ſir, (returned Almira) I am as 
greatly overjoyed to have it in my power 
to anſwer that juſt queſtion, as I am 
overwhelmed with recollective ſhame, 
that I ſhould give, too eaſily, ſuch cre- _ 
dit to it. But let theſe. letters be my 
beſt apology at preſent. I will after- 
wards inform you how, and where, I 


found the other. 


She then gave him thoſe letters ſhe 
had juſt received; and was obliged to 
quit the room immediately: for the va- 
riety of ſtrong conflicting paſſions ſhe 
had to encounter, all at once, threaten'd 
the over-powering of her almoſt-fainting 
ſpirits. Amanda, ſeeing this, went to 
her, and conducted her into the other 
room; where tears ſoon proved a kind 


relief to her. 


Flo- 
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Florello being intent upon thoſe pa- 

rs ſne had given him, did not obſerve 
* diſcompoſure.— And Cleone, (who 
was now no longer to be Alexis) being 
in the adjacent chamber, reſuming her 
own habit, prepared à glaſs of water, 
with ſome drops, for her; which ſo re- 
ſtored her ſpirits, that ſne was ſoon ena- 
bled to return to her deſerted lover; 
who with mingled joy, and curioſity,” 
(to be ſtill: more informed concerning 
what he had now read) was waiting with 
impatience for their coming in again. 


Amanda begged Almira to return 
alone; being convinced, that, upon ſuch 
occaſions, a third perſon's company can 
willingly be ſpared; adding, however, 
that ſhe would preſently be wich her, 
to engage them both to let her dear 
Fidelio be a ſharer in the joy of ſuch a 
happy reconciliation ! as ſhe might now, 
ſhe hoped, inſiſt on ſeeing, 


Almira bowing, ſmiled conſent to it, 
and left them. But ſhe had no ſooner 
thewn herſelf again, to the expecting 

eyes 
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eyes of poor Florello; than, as ſhe 


croſſed the room (with a confuſion that 
admits of no deſcription, but which de- 
8 bf the power to let her eyes 
meet his), he ran, tho”. faintly, and 
catched her in his arms, with ſilent rap- 
ture] and, for ſome moments, preſſed 
her to 15, rebounding boſom, while his 
head xcclined/ upon her ſhoulder, to re- 
cover breath and ſtrength from extaſy ! 
Then, ſoon aſſuming courage, from 
exulting conſciouſneis of happy inno- 
cence | (and willing to demand his own 
imagined, Que reward) he ſealed repeat- 


edly upon her lips, his happy ſenſe of 


reſtoration to her favour :—while ſhe, 
de preſſed by conſcious ſhame, (finding 


herſelf now his inferior, from her having 


accuſed him wrongfully) wanted both 


the power, and will, then, to repulſe him 


ſtrongly. So great an influence has 
every ſenſe of felt defects, or wrong 


done to another, on a reflecting virtuous 


chriſlian's mind. 


1 ſee, cried he, my deareſt angel! 
now, with joy unſpeakable, that I am 
the happieſt man alive! You have, un- 

knowingly, 
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knowingly, convinced me of it.— No, 
1 ſhould be the baſeſt wretch on earth, 
could any charms, but thine, gain en- 
trance to my heart! believe me, I have 
there no room for more. And this too- 
plauſible diſtruſt, and due reſentment, 
all (however painful to me hitherto) eſta- 
bliſhes my bliſs upon à happy balls. 
Could you have acted otherwife, when 
under ſuch ſeemingly juſt ſuſpicions, 1 
had been now lefs happy ! for I am, by 


this, convinced,. Almira cannot, does 
not hate me, ; 


And when, returned Almira, I inform 
you, that I found that paper clofe by 
the chair you roſe from, when you 
went away, the day you viſited me laſt, 
find ſome excule for my creduliry. Alas! 
I cannot, for myſelf, one more ſufficient. 
Tho' I am now, I own, leſs ſatisfied 
with that, than T have been. as 


No, no, returned Florello; I will 
find no excuſe, no pardon, for it; bur 
upon one condition. —You have hurt 
my honour, in its tendereſt part, I can 
aſſure you, and doubted its devoted 

t | | love 
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love of you! and I inſiſt on having ſa- 
tisfaction for it. — You muſt, this very 
day, permit me to preſent you to my 
parents; as one, who could alone, thro? 
heaven-! reſtore again, to life and health, 
and them; their half-loſt ſon. 
ii 
The time, my charmer, is almoſt ex- 
pired ; why would you. fix ſuch cruel 
tetters on it! Will you nor lighten it 
one week, for all I have lately ſuffered? 


I may, replied Almira, if - Florello 
aſks me ; after I have reminded him 
that I had once his promiſe, he would 
not deſire to deprive me of a day, with- 
in the limits of my reſolution. I muſt, 
you fee, immediately return to town; 
and yet, alas ! how ſhall I bear to lee 
the grief of this unhappy aunt, tho? 
happy penitent But you muſt, fir, ſup- 
port me in it; and, às a principal con- 
cerned, your preſence may, indeed, be 
neceſſary to her quiet. My friend Aman- 
da will, I am ſure, oblige me with 
her company; and I ſhall ſtand in need 
of all ſuch kind aſſiſtance upon this oc- 
caſion. 


Amanda, 


or ALMIRA, 19 


Amanda, juſt then came in, and told 
them ſhe was ſent for home to dinner, 
where ſhe inſiſted they ſhould all ac- 
company her; which, they ' conſenting 
to, Florello's coach conveyed them thi- 
ther in a few minutes. 
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